


1. Seven OT Citations (1:4-14)

2. Warning Against Drifting (2:1-4)

3. Why God Became Man (2:5-18)

B. Hebrews 1:4‒2:18
Christ is Superior to the Angels



An Important Doctrine

◼ Incarnation

◼ Hypostatic Union

◼ 100% God

◼ 100 % Man

◼ Unique God-Man



“The act of kenosis [emptying] as stated in Philippians 2:5-8 may 
therefore be properly understood to mean that Christ 
surrendered no attribute of deity, but that He did voluntarily 
restrict their independent use in keeping with His purpose of 
living among men and their limitations.”

Dr. John Walvoord
Jesus Christ Our Lord, 143-44



Adapted from J. Dwight Pentecost, Faith that Endures (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2000), 60-71.

Why God Became Man
(Heb. 2:5-18)

1. To restore God’s original purpose for man (5-8)

2. To taste death for every man (9) 

3. To bring many to glory (10-13)

4. To break Satan’s rule over humanity (14)

5. To remove the fear of death (15)

6. To become our merciful high priest (16-17a)

7. To make a complete purification for sin (17b)

8. To sympathize with those tested (18)



Hebrews 2:15

“and release those who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”



Romans 8:29–30
29 “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He 
would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and 
these whom He predestined, He also called; and these 
whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He 
justified, He also glorified.”



2 Corinthians 5:8

“we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be 
absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.”



Philippians 1:21-24
21 “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 But if I 
am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for 
me; and I do not know which to choose. 23 But I am hard-
pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 24 yet to 
remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.”
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Hebrews 2:17

“Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His 
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people.”



To Become Man’s Merciful High Priest

◼ Definition of a priest

◼ Job’s cry (Job 9:32-33)

◼ One mediator (1 Timothy 2:5)
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Job 9:32-33
32 “For He is not a man as I am that I may answer Him, 
That we may go to court together. 33 There is no umpire 
between us, Who may lay his hand upon us both.”



To Become Man’s Merciful High Priest

◼ Definition of a priest

◼ Job’s cry (Job 9:32-33)

◼ One mediator (1 Timothy 2:5)



1 Timothy 2:5

“For there is one God, and one mediator also 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”





John 14:6

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.’”



Acts 4:12

“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no 
other name under heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must [dei] be saved.”



Luke 4:43

“But He said to them, “I must [dei] preach the kingdom of 
God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this 
purpose.” 



Luke 24:44

“Now He said to them, “These are My words which I 
spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 
which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must [dei] be fulfilled.”



1 Timothy 2:5

“For there is one God, and one mediator also between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”



Galatians 2:21

“I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness 
comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”



Mathew 7:13-14

“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the 
way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many 
who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small and the way is 
narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
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Hebrews 2:17

“Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His 
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation 
[hilasmos; hilaskomai] for the sins of the people.”



Tabernacle Diagram



Ark of the Covenant



Hebrews 10:5-7
5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, 
“SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY 
YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME;6 IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND 
sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE.7 “THEN I SAID, 
‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN 
OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.’”



John 19:30

Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He 
said, “It is finished!” [tetelestai] And He bowed His head 
and gave up His spirit.



Chart courtesy of Thomas Stegall 
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Hebrews 2:18

“For since He Himself was tempted in that which He 
has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who 
are tempted.”



Hebrews 2:17

“Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His 
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people.”



To Become Man’s Merciful High Priest

◼ Definition of a priest

◼ Job’s cry (Job 9:32-33)

◼ One mediator (1 Timothy 2:5)



Hebrews 4:15-16
15 “For we do not have a high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been 
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 
throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.”



Christ’s Human Experiences

◼ Labor (Mark 6:3)

◼ Distress (Luke 22:44)

◼ Being troubled (John 12:27)

◼ Thirst (John 19:28)

◼ Hunger (Matt 4:2)

◼ Fatigue (John 4:6)

◼ Sadness (John 11:35)

◼ Lack of understanding (Matt 24:36)

◼ Temptation (Luke 4:1-13; Heb. 4:15)
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tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 
throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.”



Conclusion
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