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n@ Dr. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum

Footsteps of the Messiah, 707-8 —M

“Conditional immortality means the soul is not inherently immortal;
immortality is not part of the make-up of the soul. Rather,
immortality is a gift for the saved only. So at death, the unbeliever
simply becomes non-existent, and only the believer continues to
exist...What annihilationism says is this: the unsaved soul is
annihilated after a temporary period of punishment. These people do
believe that the unsaved soul goes to Hell, but not for eternity, only
temporarily. Eventually the unsaved soul is annihilated after suffering
a duration of punishment.”
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and ever (aién); they have no rest day and night, those
who worship the beast ar{ his image, and whoever
receives the mark of his name.”

Lake of Fire




5@ Dr. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum

Footsteps of the Messiah, 717-18 m—m

“The...argument against annihilationism is also based on the
expression ‘for ever and ever.” This expression is used a total of
thirteen times in the Book of Revelation. Nine of those thirteen
times, it is used of God, and they all agree that when it is used of
God, it emphasizes eternality and immortality. Once it is used of
the saints in Heaven, and they certainly believe that in the case
of the saints in Heaven, these are the eternal, immortal beings.
Then it is used once of Satan in the Lake of Fire and twice of the
unbeliever in the Lake of Fire. But in these last three cases, they
want to make it only temporary. If ten times they agree that it...
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Dr. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum

Footsteps of the Messiah, 717-18 m_

..........

...means ‘eternal,” they cannot then turn around and make these
last three times mean something temporary. If it is true that it

teaches t
also teac
Lake of

ne immortality of God and the saints in Heaven, it must
n the immortality of Satan and the unbelievers in the

~ire. Again, we must deduce our theology from the

Scriptures, not interpret Scriptures by our preconceived theology
or our emotional preferences.”
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Reyv

“And the beast was seize
who performed the signs in h
those who had received the

who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into
the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.”
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the great, and the rich and

Revel@

16 “And he causes all, the s

the poor, and the free men ar e slaves, to be given a mark
on their right hand or on their !) ehead, '/ and he provides that
no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has
the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his
name. ¥ Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding
calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a
man [anthropos]; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six.”




2 TheSsElsIens 2:3

“Let no one in any way decewe you, for it will not come

unless the apostasy [apost 5i0] comes first, and the man

[anthropos] of lawlessness "is revealed, the son of

destruction.”
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from heaven, holding the

Reve

“IThen | saw an angel comir
key of the abyss and a great;’ in in his hand. 2 And he laid
hold of the dragon, the serpe,’ of old, who is the devil and
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he threw
him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that
he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the
thousand years were completed; after these things he must be

released for a short time.”
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“4Then | saw thrones, and
given to them. And | saw the Souls of those who had been
beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of
the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast
or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead
and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with
Christ for a thousand years. ®> The rest of the dead did not

come to life until the thousand years were completed. This. . .
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... is first resurrection.®Ble holy is the one who has a
part in the first resurrection; ese the second death has
no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will
reign with Him for a thousand years.”




Revelgidlsisiosy- 10
““When the thousand yearsfare completed, Satan will be

released from his prison, 8 and'will come out to deceive the
nations which are in the four'c rners of the earth, Gog and

Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of
them is like the sand of the seashore. ® And they came up
on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp
of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down...




tAiem. '© And the devil who

vi Sinto the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also;
and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever”

deceived them was thrown




Robert Thomas

Revelation 8 to 22: An Exegetical Commentary
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1992), 408.

EGETICAL “
COMMENTARY Robert Thomas observes that,

number in Revelation is verifiably
a symbolic number.”

Robert L. Thomas




Reasons for Understanding 1000 Literally

. John’s use of indefinite concepts elsewhere
¢ Revelation 20:8, 20:3

. Exception to the “# of years” examples?

. Other numbers are taken literally

¢ Two witnesses (11:3), 7000 people (11:13), 4 Angels (7:1)
7 Angels (8:6),144,000 Jews (7:4), 42 months (11:2), 1260
days (11:3)

. Not always a symbolic interpretation

+ (Rev.17:18)
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Dr. Norman Geisler

Geisler, N. L. (2005). Systematic theology, volume four: church,
last things (p. 408). Bethany House Publishers.

“There is a clear biblical example of still-conscious
DR. NORMAN beings who have endured a thousand years of hell’s
GEISLER torment. The beast and false prophet ‘were

SYSTEMATIC thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur’ (Rev.
THEOLOGY 19:20) before the ‘thousand years’ (20:2). Yet after

this time the devil ‘was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet
[still] are’ (v. 10 nkjv). Not only were they alive when
they entered, but they were still alive after a
thousand years of conscious torment. This alone is a

VOLUME FOUR
CHURCH
LAST THINGS

definitive areument against annihilationism.”
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Ill. Theological Arguments Against Annihilation

Underestimates sin’s severity
Contradicts humanity’s nature

Denies degrees of punishment

Seeks to escape sin’s consequences
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Gen =28

26 Then God said, “Let Us m in Our image, according to
Our likeness; and let them rule the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 2’ God created man
in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. %2 God blessed them; and God said to
them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it;
and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and
over every living thing that moves on the earth.”




“Whoever sheds man’s bloedyBy man his blood shall be
shed, For in the image of God'He made man.”




riate in its time. He has
1eart, yet so that man will
God has done from the

“He has made everything"
also set eternity (olam) in t
not find out the work whi

beginning even to the end.”
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