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And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance. Acts 2:3-4.
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(Acts 1-7), and in all Judea and Samaria (Acts 8-12), and

even to the remotest part of the earth (Acts 13-28)”




Structure (Acts 1:8)

m Jerusalem (Acts 1-7)
m Judea and Samaria (Acts 8-12)
m Remotest part of the earth (Acts 13-28)

15t missionary journey (Acts 13-14)

Jerusalem council (Acts 15:1-35)

2nd missionary journey (Acts 15:36 —18:22)
39 missionary journey (Acts 18:23-21:17)
Trip to Rome (Acts 21:18-28:31)
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VI.
VII.
VIII.
IX.

Acts 15:36-18:22

2"d Missionary Journey

Schism between Paul & Barnabas (15:36-41)
Syria & Cilicia ministry (16:1-5)

Macedonian call (16:6-10)

Philippian ministry (16:11-40)

Thessalonica ministry (17:1-9)

Berean ministry (17:10-15)

Athens’ ministry (17:16-34)

Corinthian ministry (18:1-18)

Ephesus’” ministry (18:19-21)

Return to Antioch (18:22)
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. Opposition to Paul’s preaching (5-9)

V. Thessalonica Ministry
Acts 17:1-9

Paul’s journey (1) (5= Jerusalem Daily News s )

THE BOOK OF ACTS:

\ Thebirth, growth, and progress of the church

Paul’s preaching (2-3) |

Results of Paul’s preaching (4)
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3. Thessalonica (1c)
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synagogue of the Jews. ? An’&‘according to Paul’s custom,
he visited them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with
them from the Scriptures,  explaining and giving evidence
that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead,
and saying, “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you is
the Christ.”
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A. Acts1l/:1

Paul’s Journey
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\ The birth, growth, and progress of the church

2. Apollina (18) | oo (8

3. Thessalonica (1c)
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“I Now when they had t
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. ? An’ according to Paul’s custom,
he visited them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with
them from the Scriptures,  explaining and giving evidence
that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead,
and saying, “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you is
the Christ.”

through Amphipolis and
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“I Now when they had t through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. ? An’H"according to Paul’s custom,
he visited them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with
them from the Scriptures,  explaining and giving evidence
that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead,
and saying, “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you is
the Christ.”
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V. Thessalonica Ministry
Acts 17:1-9

A. Paul’s journey (1) (v derusalem Daily News sz )
' THE BOOK OF ACTS:

\ Thebirth, growth, and progress of the church

B. Paul’s preaching (2-3)

C. Results of Paul’s preaching (4)

D. Opposition to Paul’s preaching (5-9)
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Paul’s Preaching

1. Custom (2)
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£ The Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 401.

“The reference to three Sabbath days does not mean the missionary
band stayed only three weeks in Thessalonica. Paul carried on the work
with a Jewish emphasis for three Sabbaths and then turned to Gentiles
and ministered to them for some weeks after that. This was the
situation for three reasons: (1) The Philippian church sent money to
Paul at least twice during this visit (Phil. 4:15-16), implying a longer
apse of time than three weeks. (2) In addition, Paul supported himself
oy manual labor (I Thes. 2:9; 2 Thes. 3:7-10). This may indicate that
considerable time elapsed before the aid from Philippi arrived. (3) Most
of the converts at Thessalonica were not from the synagogue but were
Gentiles steeped in idolatry (cf. 1 Thes. 1:9).”




Presumed Knowledge

Trinity 1:1, 5-6

Holy Spirit 1:5-6; 4:8; 5:19
Second Advent 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:14-17; 5:23
Day of the Lord 5:1-3

Eschatology 2 Thess 2:5

Assurance 1:5
Conversion 1:9
Election 1:4
Resurrection 4:14-18
Sanctification 4:3:5:23

Christian behavior 2:12; 4:1
Adapted from Scofield Study Bible, 1640




B. Acts 1/7:2-3

Paul’s Preaching
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“I Now when they had i through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to ThessSalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. ? An’!ﬂ‘according to Paul’s custom,
he visited them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with
them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and giving
evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the
dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to
vou is the Christ.”




it'is these that testify about
'o‘ses, you would believe Me,

them you have eternal Ii']"e',,
Me...*° For if you believed

for he wrote about Me.”
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“2’Then beginning with Moseéstand with all the prophets,
He explained to them the t I 55 concerning Himself in all
the Scriptures...** Now He said to them, ‘These are My
words which | spoke to you while | was still with you, that
all things which are written about Me in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be

fulfilled.”




& was buried, and that He

the Scriptures, * and that

was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”




JOSEPHUS
= Josephus
| Antiquities 18.3.3

“About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought
to call him a man. For he was one who performed surprising deeds
and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He
won over many Jews and many of the Greeks. He was the Christ.
And when, upon the accusation of the principal men among us,
Pilate had condemned him to a cross, those who had first come to
love him did not cease. He appeared to them spending a third day
restored to life, for the prophets of God had foretold these things
and a thousand other marvels about him. And the tribe of the
Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not disappeared.”




OT Prophecies About Christ

Prophecy Scripture Years in Advance

Manner of Birth Isaiah 7:14 700 years
Place of Birth Micah 5:2 700 years
Nationality Numbers 24:17 1400 years

Tribe Genesis 49:10 1800 years

Time of and Response to

His Messiahship Dan. 9:25-26 600 years




OT Prophecies About Christ

Prophecy
Crucified Between Thieves
Pierced
No Broken Bones

Gamble for His Clothing

Buried in Rich Man’s Tomb

Scripture
Isaiah 53:9
Isaiah 53:5
Psalm 22:17

Psalm 22:18

Isaiah 53:9

Years in Advance
/700 years
/700 years
1000 years

1000 years

/700 years
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V. Thessalonica Ministry
Acts 17:1-9

Paul’s journey (1)
Paul’s preaching (2-3)

Results of Paul’s preaching (4)

. Opposition to Paul’s preaching (5-9)
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1. Jews (4a)
2. Greeks (4b)
3. Women (4c)

C. Acts1l/:4

Results of Paul’s Preaching

84 Original Author: Luke. Ph.D Sunday
-/ THELINK BETWEEN THE GOSPELS &
i THE NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLES.

o= Jerusalem Daily News i S

' THE BOOK OF ACTS:

progress of the church

The birth, growth, and




C. Acts1l/:4

Results of Paul’s Preaching
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Themes

From Peter to Paul (Gal 2:7-8)

Universality of the Gospel

Transitions
Sovereignty of God (Acts 2:23; 13:48)
Soteriology (Acts 16:31)

\/ ‘ ’}‘.'..but gfdcé and truth
258" were realized through




IV. Philippian Ministry
Acts 16:11-40

A. Lydia’s conversion (11-15) (5= Jerusalem Daily News s )
' THE BOOK OF ACTS:

\ The birth, growth, and progress of the church

B. Demonized slave girl (16-18)

C. Paul & Silas’ imprisonment (19-34)

D. Departure from Philippi (35-40)
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V. Thessalonica Ministry
Acts 17:1-9

Paul’s journey (1)
Paul’s preaching (2-3)

Results of Paul’s preaching (4)

. Opposition to Paul’s preaching (5-9)
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Accusations (6b-7)

Results of mob action (8)

City’s decision (9)
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3. Acts 17:6b-7

Accusations

2) Disturbance (6b) T
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b) Proselytizing (7a) R e

progress of the church

c) Insurrection (7b)




3. Acts 17:6b-7

Accusations

2) Disturbance (6b) e e

The birth, growth, and

S Onginal Autl Luke, Ph.I Sunday

b) Proselytizing (7a) R e

progress of the church

c) Insurrection (7b)




The Whole World?
(Revelation 3:10)

1) Oikouménée — known world? (Luke 2:1; Acts 11:28)
2) Oikouméneée — entire world (Luke 4:5; Acts 17:31; Rev. 12:9)

3) Context favors the global definition

T0 PERSEVERE

a. Adjective “whole” (holos) T
b. Rev. 6-18 THE whoLE #oRLD,

TD TEST THOSE WHO DWELL ON THE EARTH.
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Accusations
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([ ] ([ ] riginal Author: Luke, Ph.I
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progress of the church

c) Insurrection (7b)




3. Acts 17:6b-7

Accusations

2) Disturbance (6b) T

The birth, growth, and

S Onginal Autl Luke, Ph.I Sunday

b) Proselytizing (7a) R e

progress of the church

c) Insurrection (7b)




U

D. Acts 17/:5-9

Opposition to Paul’s Preaching
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Results of Mob Action

a) Troubled the multitudes (8a)
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City’s Decision
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Acts 15:36-18:22

2nd Missionary Journey

l.  Schism between Paul & Barnabas (15:36-41)
Il.  Syria & Cilicia ministry (16:1-5)

IIl.  Macedonian call (16:6-10) "THE BOOK OF ACTS:|
e - | The birth. growth. and progress of the church
IV. Philippian ministry (16:11-40) TR TR | e .

V. Thessalonica ministry (17:1-9)
VI. Berean ministry (17:10-15)
VIl. Athens’ ministry (17:16-34)
VIII. Corinthian ministry (18:1-18)
IX. Ephesus” ministry (18:19-21)
X. Return to Antioch (18:22)
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VI. Berean Ministry
Acts 17:10-15

. Journey to Berea (10a)

Synagogue ministry (10b)

Berean Discernment (11)

. 15t Berean Believers (12)

Opposition (13-15)
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C. Berean Discernment (11)

D. 15t Berean Believers (12)

E. Opposition (13-15)
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VI. Berean Ministry
Acts 17:10-15

A. Journey to Berea (10a) R
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C. Berean Discernment (11) |

D. 15t Berean Believers (12)

E. Opposition (13-15)
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“I Now when they had t through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. ? An’H"according to Paul’s custom,
he visited them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with
them from the Scriptures,  explaining and giving evidence
that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead,
and saying, “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you is
the Christ.”
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“Now these were more le-minded than those
in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great
eagerness, examining the Sé; iptures daily to see whether
these things were so.” |
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“I Now when they had i through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to ThessSalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. ? An’!ﬂ‘according to Paul’s custom,
he visited them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with
them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and giving
evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the
dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to
vou is the Christ.”
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° | am amazed that you are

65—9

y deserting Him who called
you by the grace of Christ, different gospel; 7 which is
really not another; only there some who are disturbing you
and want to distort the gospel of Christ. ® But even if we, or an
angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to
what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! ® As we
have said before, so | say again now, if any man is preaching to
you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be
accursed!
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VI. Berean Ministry
Acts 17:10-15

. Journey to Berea (10a)

Synagogue ministry (10b)

Berean Discernment (11)

. 15t Berean Believers (12)

Opposition (13-15)
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Literal Interpretatio

One Meaning

The literal interpretation is The literal interpretation is
the explicit assertion of the specific intention of the
the words—DENOTATIVE figure—CONOTATIVE

Chart by Earl Radmacher



E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

E.W. BULLINGER



M Dr. Roy B. Zuck
Basic Bible Interpretation, p. 156-57.

“Litotes. A litotes is an understatement or a negative statement
to express an affirmation. This is the opposite of hyperbole.
When we say, ‘He is not a bad preacher,” we mean he is a very
good preacher. The understatement is made for emphasis. When
Paul wrote, ‘1 am a Jew ... a citizen of no insignificant city’ (Acts
21:39, nasb), he meant that Tarsus was in fact a rather significant
city. A litotes is at times a belittling statement, as in Numbers
13:33, ‘We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we
looked the same to them.” Luke used a number of litotes.”




m Dr. Roy B. Zuck N
Basic Bible Interpretation, p. 156-57. e

“He spoke of ‘no small disturbance among the soldiers’ (Acts
12:18, nasb), ‘no little business’ (19:24), and ‘no small storm’
(27:20, nasb). When Luke wrote that Paul and Barnabas stayed in
Antioch ‘a long time’ (14:28), the Greek has a litotes. It is literally,
‘they stayed there not a little time.” Paul belittled himself with a
litotes in 1 Corinthians 15:9, ‘For | am the least of the apostles.
This statement of genuine humility was written to highlight God’s
grace in his life as an undeserving sinner (see v. 10).”




Belief — God’s One Condition for Justification

“..because upwards of 150 passages of
Scripture condition salvation upon believing
only (cf. John 3:16; Acts 16:31).”

Lewis Sperry Chafer, vol. 7, Systematic Theology
(Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1993), 265-66.



Belief — God’s One Condition for Justification

Gen 15:6
Then he believed in the LORD; and He
reckoned it to him as righteousness.

John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

Acts 16:30-31
"Sirs, what must | do to be saved?" They
said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will
be saved..."




Themes

From Peter to Paul (Gal 2:7-8)

Universality of the Gospel

Transitions
Sovereignty of God (Acts 2:23; 13:48)
Soteriology (Acts 16:31)

\/ ‘ ’}‘.'..but gfdcé and truth
258" were realized through
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Synagogue ministry (10b)

Berean Discernment (11)

. 15t Berean Believers (12)

Opposition (13-15)

o)

o= Jerusalem Daily News i S

pi

' THE BOOK OF ACTS:}

\ Thebirth, growth, and progress of the church




E. Acts1/:13-15
Opposition

P —— e ———
1. Source (13 o~ Jerusalem Daily 3N ew sl
(13) ' THE BOOK OF ACTS:

The birth, growth, and progress of the church

2. Paul leaves Athens (14) bt

i THE NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLES.

3. Paul in Athens (15)




E. Acts1/:13-15
Opposition

P —— e ———
1. Source (13 o~ Jerusalem Daily 3N ew sl
(13) ' THE BOOK OF ACTS:

The birth, growth, and progress of the church

2. Paul leaves Athens (14) bt

i THE NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLES.

3. Paul in Athens (15)




Every Geographical Location in Acts/Episties

DALMATIA e P .
(LLYRICUM) : 3 o -}_f'omus

MACEDONIA

Rome . .
® Three Tavers® ' THRACE - o _
e, (';fa,}‘krgt)of Appius S Neapo ] - BITHYNIA
i B, - e e . ;
oPuteclt Thessalontcgo Amphipolis “ys]A 1\“0‘6
ITALY % se }.-,
: © Mytilene o ?3(93 \\‘l"’
K JNicopolis-  AEGEANSEA * Qqia @ PN OQG\Q A,,,,oc,, GALATIA

Sm Iconium
' ;_/ACHAlA (GREECE) cpiog " £phes us? PHRYGIA chomAc";fc'“
ADRIATIC SEA . s Athens  SAMOS H‘erapollS' Pgﬁ'&'ﬁm Ystra o ToUS Antiech
“Lorinth® © Cenchrea s \_aO aiee 55'3"". *Derpe *Seleucia
we 9a

CAPPADOCIA

e o § ® - A o\° 8P, L.
] g Rhbegium T ; ?3 O° il G LYCIA oqu[a/,a SYRIA

. AND

\ e Yra
; G‘\ p ® Q hod ‘ pa ’ar =
eSyracuse LB : s < ~»Salamis
: CRETE 3 GYPHUS

Edinhians. - o e Salomone D
2 MALTA Phoefii =gl = Paphos Sidon g+ DAMASCUS

Lasea PHOENICM

MEDITERRANEAN SEA CAUDA (CLAUDA) Tyre®
Ptolemaise ' {SRAEL
Caesareap (CANAAN)

SICILIA

e ; _o Cyrene
GALILEE - - . N

Prolemas.e ‘ > o

bt o ' : ~ f CYRENAICA Ale(‘\ ndria _

Jerusalem

t,\_. )
Caesarese o | - RS R g / 3 2 4

SAMARIA ,'"’.?‘,"% MEDIR S _ ’ 4 }‘I

Samaras. s Snechem ol - :
uphrales

Ay NG 040‘ ELAM : EGYPT

lyody $ "y, .

Jeteno |OT) 4 lcfuma; (1

SHARON

JOODI &

0 Gy 34210 . : MIDIAN
Ak : Mt. Sinai

Gars & UTIER R0 .~ SYRTIS?
RED SEA

° Sotom?
® Gomotan?




Pi]l}_iupi

Amphipolis. 7. Nedpolis
Thessalonica ' O’

Beroea®

®Troas
Pergamum
0
oThyatlra

@
Sardis

. Athens
cointho (O]

@
fenchiEa-. , J~Ephesus

O iletus

ORhodes

ANtOEhS
lconi
coniym |
Lyshac

Attalia
QR L &
z Pperga Tarsus
£ 1 Seleucia ¢
B~ Antioch

B Salamis

®
& Damascu

®
Jerusalem




E. Acts1/:13-15
Opposition

i“;_ .“
1. Source (13 cu~Jerusalem Daily 3N ewsimw
(13) 'THE BOOK OF ACTS:

\ Thebirth, growth, and progress of the church

2. Paul leaves Athens (14) ) e

THE NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLES.

3. Paul in Athens (15)




Every Geographical Location in Acts/Episties

DALMATIA it el .
: (LLYRICUM) : 3 o F’omus

Rome MACEDONIA _ *
® Three Taverns> ~_ Philippi  THRACE- . —
ST Apollonia_ , #/eapolis - BITHYNIA
o Puteoli \\.‘_ Thessalonicae ° Amphipolis v HYSI &
ITALY - Bereas . Troasse }5
' " Mytilene ?e&? \\‘l"’
- JUEOPolis s AEGEAN SEA  “pgyge t"ade“’ Antioch GALATIA

| ACHAIA { 80 & ohesds PHRYGIA "‘;'_‘3,"&";“ L CILICIA
ADRIATIC SEA '.\ ) ® Athens SAMOS H‘erapol‘s. P‘lelA ystfa .Tarsus.AnﬁOCh

55@,, PAMPHYLIA °08rb ®Seleucia
9a

01‘-‘
1“‘ CAPPADOCIA

£ & ap,
A T8 P i : Y b 0 :
35 e “Rnegium ‘ ' : Wote 7 LYCIA .:,"a/,a SYRiA

SICILIA e Yra
B 4 : ’ .Qhod ¢ Patara 3
eSyracuse b ' €s ~Salamis
” CRETE , GYPHUS

Fair Havens
b -, @ Salomone i
© MALTA Phoenix > . 8 Fophos _Sidons Damﬂsws

Lasea PHOENICM

MEDITERRANEAN SEA CAUDA (CLAUDA) Tyre®
Ptolemaise ' {SRAEL
Caesareap (CANAAN)

s e o) TN 3 re
<3 " c /._Qy ne
‘GALILEE - : r o

Prolemas.e g , : -

bt o ' : ~ f CYRENAICA Ale(‘\ ndria _

Jerusalem

t, () D
Caesareae o | - 4 g / ) e / \
SAMARIA . Hm‘% MEDIR B ; g ‘I
SAMIAS s Snachem g .' Evphrates an - EGYPT

sAnpatrs - 3 River ~. ‘ m 3
lyody $ "y, .
Jeteno |OT) 4 lcfuma; (1

SHARON

JOODI &

MIDIAN
mo-m :m NE 2 >
Ak ‘) : M¢t. Sinai

i : JUDEA 1d100) b - ‘SYRT'S?
‘ RED SEA

° Sotom?
® Gomotan?




Pi]l}_iupi

Amphipolis. 7. Nedpolis
Thessalonica ' O’

Beroea®

®Troas
Pergamum
0
oThyatlra

@
Sardis

. Athens
cointho (O]

@
fenchiEa-. , J~Ephesus

O iletus

ORhodes

ANtOEhS
lconi
coniym |
Lyshac

Attalia
QR L &
z Pperga Tarsus
£ 1 Seleucia ¢
B~ Antioch

B Salamis

®
& Damascu

®
Jerusalem




E. Acts1/:13-15
Opposition

P —— e ———
1. Source (13 o~ Jerusalem Daily 3N ew sl
(13) ' THE BOOK OF ACTS:

The birth, growth, and progress of the church

2. Paul leaves Athens (14) bt

i THE NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLES.

3. Paul in Athens (15)




Every Geographical Location in Acts/Episties

DALMATIA it el .
: (LLYRICUM) : 3 o F’omus

Rome MACEDONIA _ *
® Three Taverns> ~_ Philippi  THRACE- . —
ST Apollonia_ , #/eapolis - BITHYNIA
o Puteoli \\.‘_ Thessalonicae ° Amphipolis v HYSI &
ITALY - Bereas . Troasse }5
' " Mytilene ?e&? \\‘l"’
- JUEOPolis s AEGEAN SEA  “pgyge t"ade“’ Antioch GALATIA

| ACHAIA { 80 & ohesds PHRYGIA "‘;'_‘3,"&";“ L CILICIA
ADRIATIC SEA '.\ ) ® Athens SAMOS H‘erapol‘s. P‘lelA ystfa .Tarsus.AnﬁOCh

55@,, PAMPHYLIA °08rb ®Seleucia
9a

01‘-‘
1“‘ CAPPADOCIA

£ & ap,
A T8 P i : Y b 0 :
35 e “Rnegium ‘ ' : Wote 7 LYCIA .:,"a/,a SYRiA

SICILIA e Yra
B 4 : ’ .Qhod ¢ Patara 3
eSyracuse b ' €s ~Salamis
” CRETE , GYPHUS

Fair Havens
b -, @ Salomone i
© MALTA Phoenix > . 8 Fophos _Sidons Damﬂsws

Lasea PHOENICM

MEDITERRANEAN SEA CAUDA (CLAUDA) Tyre®
Ptolemaise ' {SRAEL
Caesareap (CANAAN)

s e o) TN 3 re
<3 " c /._Qy ne
‘GALILEE - : r o

Prolemas.e g , : -

bt o ' : ~ f CYRENAICA Ale(‘\ ndria _

Jerusalem

t, () D
Caesareae o | - 4 g / ) e / \
SAMARIA . Hm‘% MEDIR B ; g ‘I
SAMIAS s Snachem g .' Evphrates an - EGYPT

sAnpatrs - 3 River ~. ‘ m 3
lyody $ "y, .
Jeteno |OT) 4 lcfuma; (1

SHARON

JOODI &

MIDIAN
mo-m :m NE 2 >
Ak ‘) : M¢t. Sinai

i : JUDEA 1d100) b - ‘SYRT'S?
‘ RED SEA

° Sotom?
® Gomotan?




Pi]l}_iupi

Amphipolis. 7. Nedpolis
Thessalonica ' O’

Beroea®

®Troas
Pergamum
0
oThyatlra

@
Sardis

. Athens
cointho (O]

@
fenchiEa-. , J~Ephesus

O iletus

ORhodes

ANtOEhS
lconi
coniym |
Lyshac

Attalia
QR L &
z Pperga Tarsus
£ 1 Seleucia ¢
B~ Antioch

B Salamis

®
& Damascu

®
Jerusalem




Acts 15:36-18:22

2nd Missionary Journey

l.  Schism between Paul & Barnabas (15:36-41)
Il.  Syria & Cilicia ministry (16:1-5)

IIl.  Macedonian call (16:6-10) "THE BOOK OF ACTS:|
e - | The birth. growth. and progress of the church
IV. Philippian ministry (16:11-40) T CAN | e

V. Thessalonica ministry (17:1-9)
VI. Berean ministry (17:10-15)
VIl. Athens’ ministry (17:16-34)
VIII. Corinthian ministry (18:1-18)
IX. Ephesus” ministry (18:19-21)
X. Return to Antioch (18:22)




VII. Athens Ministry
Acts 17:16-34

A. Paul’s witness (16-21)
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Tlu' bu’lh growth, mul progress cplllw(lmnh

B. Paul’s speech (22-31)
C. Athenians’ response (32-34)




VII. Athens Ministry
Acts 17:16-34
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\ Thebirth, growth, and progress of the church

B. Paul’s speech (22-31) e .

C. Athenians’ response (32-34)
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A. Acts 1/7:16-21

Paul’s Witness

Paul’s witness (16a)

Athens’ idolatry (16b)

Athenian ministry (17)
Philosophical opposition (18-21)

' THE BOOK OF ACTS:
(Tlu' bil:!"!: growth, m\u'l progress of the (lmr(h
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Philosophical opposition (18-21)
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“I Now when they had t through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. 2 An’H"according to Paul’s custom,
he visited them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with
them from the Scriptures,  explaining and giving evidence
that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead,
and saying, “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you is
the Christ.”
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The Book of Acts, 366

n‘ *! Dr. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum =)

“The first group followed the teachings of Epicurus, a Greek philosopher
who lived between the years 341-270 B.C. Epicureanism began with the
search for pure truth by reason. However, since this search was considered
to be hopeless, the chief end of man was to try to find happiness.
Pleasure, not knowledge, should be the goal of life. Epicureans believed
that the gods live in eternal calm but away from the lives of man and that,
unlike the gods, man has no afterlife either to fear or to hope for. Because
there is no afterlife for either the good or the bad, they believed that man
should make the best of his life here. While Epicureans were not
theological atheists, they were practical atheists. Eventually, this
philosophical movement degenerated into a life of sensualism. Among the
more famous Epicurean poets were Lucretius and Horace.”
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The Book of Acts, 366-67

“The second type of Greek philosophers Paul encountered were the Stoics.
They were followers of Zeno (ca. 334-262 B.C.) and Chrysippus (ca. 279-
206 B.C.). Zeno taught in the Stoa Poikile (‘Painted Porchm’). Therefore, his
philosophy became known as ‘Stoicism.” According to the Stoics, wisdom
lay in being free from intense emotionalism. Therefore, man had to submit
to natural law and learn to live comfortably with nature. The highest
expression of this life was reason. To be virtuous was to live in harmony
with reason, and this was the only good. Not to be virtuous was the only
evil. All other things, such as death or pleasure or pain, were indifferent.
Theologically, Stoics were pantheists.”
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The Book of Acts, 366-67

“In their view, the purpose of the gods was in directing history, and man
had only to align himself with the gods in this purpose. They viewed the
gods as the ‘world soul.” The Stoic ideal was to be absolutely brave in the
face of pain and death because pain and death were not evils. Man was
also to be unmoved by either joy or grief. There was a stern self-repression
on the basis of human self-sufficiency. The goal was absolute contentment
because pleasure was not good. Absolute justice was not to be influenced
by pleasures or favor. Stoics stressed the rational over the emotional in
man. They stressed, individual self-sufficiency, including the right to
commit suicide. The ideal was a stern and unending endurance. This
philosophy was especially attractive to the Roman mind. Seneca was one
of the famous Roman Stoics, as were Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius.”
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The Book of Acts, 367

“The Epicureans and the Stoics mocked Paul, calling him a babbler (v. 18b).
The Greek word for ‘babbler’ is spermologos. Aristotle and Aristophanes
used the term of crows or daws picking up grain in the fields. Plutarch
used it of small carnivorous birds. Hence, the term often means ‘seed
picker, ‘scavenger, or ‘scrapmonger.” Paul was seen as one who took
learning here and there and passed it on as his own. He was considered a
loquacious person with nothing to say, and so they mocked, ‘Let us see
what this little seed picker is going to say.” This would have been an
Epicurean question.”
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GENERAL VS. SPECIAL REVELATION

GENERAL SPECIAL
EXAMPLES Nature, conscience Incarnatlf)n, Scripture,

(Rom 1-2) miracles
AVAILABILITY All Some

Accountability Salvation (Acts 4:12;
ACCOMPLISHMENT (Rom 1) 2 Tim 3:15)
FORM Non-written / non-verbal Written
Supernatural,
QUALITY Natural .
miraculous




ungodliness and unrighteousnessiof men who suppress the truth
in unrighteousness, 1° because 1! 3t which is known about God is

evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 2° For
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made, so that they are
without excuse.
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Creator (15e)
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The Book of Acts, 371

“The first characteristic is that God is the Creator and the source of all life
(v. 24). When Paul stated, The God that made the world and all things
therein, he used Stoic language because this argument was aimed toward
the Stoics. He challenged certain Greek ideas, such as that the demiurge
created the universe. Furthermore, the fact that the Creator brought all
things into being proved that matter did not exist eternally, as they
believed. Paul declared that one God made everything, which contradicted
the idea of a pantheon with a god for this and a god for that. Then, Paul
said that this God is not only the Creator of the universe, but also Lord of
heaven and earth. God is the Owner and absolute Possessor of both
heaven and earth, not just parts of them. He does not dwell in temples
made with hands, like the Parthenon in Athens.”
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1 Now the whole earth us same language and the
same words. 2 It came abo,{J S they journeyed east, that
they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.
3 They said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and
burn them thoroughly.” And they used brick for stone, and
they used tar for mortar. 4 They said, “Come, let us build
for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will . ..
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s make for ourselves a
Ecattered abroad over the
e LORD came down to see

...reach into heaven, and
name, otherwise we will
face of the whole earth.” > !F

the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. ©
The LorD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all
have the same language. And this is what they began to
do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be ...




Genesis cont’'d)

..impossible for them. 7 “C et Us go down and there
confuse their language, sc,g at they will not understand
one another’s speech.” ® Sé) the Lord scattered them
abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and
they stopped building the city. ° Therefore its name was

called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language
of the whole earth; and from there the LORD scattered them
abroad over the face of the whole
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“These are the families of 0ns of Noah, according to
their genealogies, by their nations; and out of these the
hations were separated on the earth after the flood.”
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Deut 52:3

“When the Most High gay ' nations their inheritance,
When He separated the sons of man, He set the
boundaries of the peoples According to the number of
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".“:Zi!:fi‘?;i“:.‘f??.i’f.‘&:’i‘." IVI e ga n B a S h a m
FOR SALE Shepherds for Sale, 50.

AAAAAAAAA

“Scripture does not require us to sacrifice national sovereignty. In
fact, Acts 17:26 tells us that God ‘marked out [our] appointed
times in history and the boundaries of [our] lands.” The Lord is
not opposed to borders; He invented them. Nor does this
command require us to abandon good sense and prudence when

setting limits for how many immigrants we admit and what
qgualifications we use for doing so.”

Megan Basham, Shepherds for Sale: How Evangelical Leaders Traded the
Truth for a Leftist Agenda (NY: Broadside Books, 2024), 50.



1)
2)
)
4)
5)

b) Acts 17:24-28

Characteristics

Creator (24)
Sufficient (25)
Humanity’s creator (26)

Purpose: that men might seek Him (27)

Man’s preserver (28)
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KS FOR GoD.”




o John MacArthur

John F. MacArthur Jr., Faith Works: The Gospel According

to the Apostles (Dallas: Word, 1993), 64-65

“Because we were dead to God, we were dead to truth,
righteousness, peace, happiness, and every other good thing, no
more capable to respond to God than a cadaver” and are
“spiritual zombies, death-walkers, unable even to understand
the gravity of their situation. They are lifeless.”




GOD’S GRACE TO THE UNSAVED

Holy Spirit’s conviction
God’s Word
Gospel

Creation

~ John Calvin

Conscience

Conclusion



AGE 2

6 and He made from one nation of mankind to live
on all the face of the earth,'h’ INg determined their appointed
times and the boundaries of' their habitation, 2/ that they
would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find
Him, though He is not far from each one of us (ltalics added)
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man and one who feared God with all his household, and
gave many alms to the Jewish people and prayed to God
continually.”
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Humanity’s creator (26)

Purpose: that men might seek Him (27)

Man’s preserver (28)
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The Book of Acts, 372-73

“The fifth characteristic is that God is the Preserver of man (v.
28). Paul pointed to the fact that in him we live, and move, and
have our being. This was the proof of God’s nearness. Instead of
Stoic pantheism, there is real immanence with God. Paul
provided an ascending scale, reaching a climax in God:

m We live; therefore, we have life.
m We move; therefore, there is movement.

m We have our being; therefore, there is existence.”
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The Book of Acts, 372-73

“Then Paul reminded his listeners that some of their own poets
have said the same things, among them Aratus of Soli (315-240
B.C.) and the already mentioned Cretan poet Epimenides, who
had this to say to the god Zeus:

m They fashioned a tomb for thee, O holy and high one—
m The Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, idle bellies!
m But thou art not dead: though livest and abidest for ever,

m Forin thee we live and move and have our being.”



The Book of Acts, 372-73

ag *! Dr. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum =)

“Paul quoted the same poet in Titus 1:12. Another poet would
have been Cleanthes, the son of Phanius of Assos and head of
the Stoic School in Athens from 263 to 232 B.C. The Zondervan
lllustrated Bible Dictionary notes: ‘His Hymn to Zeus, a surviving
poem, contains the words quoted by Paul in his address before
the Areopagus Court (Acts 17:28). Regarding Zeus, Cleanthes
wrote: ‘For we are your offspring.”
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B. Acts 17:22-31

Paul’s Speech
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“30 Therefore having over
God is now declaring to'm |

the times of ignorance,
hat all people everywhere

should repent [metanoeod], >* because He has fixed a day

in which He will judge t
a Man whom He has ap

ne world in righteousness through

oointed, having furnished proof to

all men by raising Him from the dead.”




(t? Lewis Sperry Chafer

\‘ vol. 7, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1993), 265-66.

“This vital newness of mind is a part of believing, after all, and
therefore it may be and is used as a synonym for believing at
times (cf. Acts 17:30; 20:21; 26:20; Rom. 2:4; 2Tim. 2:25; 2 Pet.
3:9). Repentance nevertheless cannot be added to believing as a
condition of salvation, because upwards of 150 passages of

Scripture condition salvation upon believing only (cf. John 3:16;
Acts 16:31).”
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SCRIPTURE’S FOUR JUDGMENTS
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VII. Athens Ministry
Acts 17:16-34
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C. Athenians’ response (32-34)
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The Book of Acts, 374-75

“While no church was planted at this time, some did believe:
Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others
with them. The fact that Dionysius was described as an Areopagite
shows that he was a member of the Council of Areopagus. He was
convinced and became a believer. According to the fourth-century
historian Eusebius, Dionysius became the bishop of the church of
Athens and died as a martyr. Also mentioned is Damaris. She was
probably an aristocrat, as was Dionysius. There were others, though
unnamed, who also believed.”



Themes

From Peter to Paul (Gal 2:7-8)

Universality of the Gospel

Transitions

PE ,’ ..but grace and truth

Soteriology (Acts 16:31) % SISk were reaiized through




A. Acts 16:11-15

Lydia’s Conversion

. Journey to Neapolis (11)

= N —
Ak~ Jerusalem Daily N ews ey

. Arrival at Philippi (12) ' THE BOOK OF ACTS:
\ Thebirth, growth, and progress of the church

. Jewish Sabbath meeting (13)

. Lydia’s conversion (14)

Results of conversion (15)



Conclusion



Acts 15:36-18:22

2nd Missionary Journey

l.  Schism between Paul & Barnabas (15:36-41)
Il.  Syria & Cilicia ministry (16:1-5)

IIl.  Macedonian call (16:6-10) "THE BOOK OF ACTS:|
e - | The birth, growth, and progress of the churely
IV.  Philippian ministry (16:11-40) | e p—

V. Thessalonica ministry (17:1-9)
VI. Berean ministry (17:10-15)
VIl. Athens’ ministry (17:16-34)
VIII. Corinthian ministry (18:1-18)
IX. Ephesus” ministry (18:19-21)
X. Return to Antioch (18:22)
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