
 

 

A Thrill of Hope Part 3 
Pastor Darren Emory 

Belief or Faith? 
Luke 1 and 2 

 
 

1) Belief = Figurative 
 
2) Faith = Literal 
 
3) The early church was built on literal faith 
“They used the eyewitness reports circulating among us from the 
early disciples. Having carefully investigated everything from the 
beginning…” Luke 1:2-3a 

 
4) Two faith-filled followers: Simeon and Anna 
 

Simeon: righteous, devout, and waiting 
“[Simeon] was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for 
the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon 
him…” Luke 2:25b 
 
Anna: broken, but resilient 
“Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 
left the Temple…worshiping God with fasting and prayer.” Luke 
2:37 

 
 
5) Belief is cheap. Faith costs everything. 
“And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot 
be my disciple. But don’t begin until you count the cost..” 
-Jesus in Luke 14:27-28 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
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