DOUBLE DOG DARE--BUILD
2 Peter 1:3-11

DOUBLE DOG DARE: “Make every effort” to be a person others can COUNT on.
THREE REALITIES ABOUT THIS DARE:

*  Our words are only as credible as our CHARACTER.
* The true test of our character is what we do when no one is LOOKING.
*  Good character is built on FAITHFULNESS to God and His way of life.

Proverbs 22:1 confirms the value of a good reputation: “A good name is to be
chosen rather than great riches, loving favor rather than silver and gold.”

Jesus said if your word has a good reputation, you don’t need to make oaths:

"33 Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT MAKE
FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.' 34 "But I say to you,
make no oath at all... 37 "But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no'; anything
beyond these is of evil. Matthew 5:33-34a, 37

THREE GUIDELINES ON HOW TO BUILD GOOD CHARACTER
The Apostle Peter encourages us to “make every effort” to invest our lifetime in
building a MATURE character. In 2 Peter 1 we find three ways to do this:

1. TRUST: God is there to HELP you. vs. 3-4
God...”has given us everything we need for a godly life...”

2. BUILD: Determine to make your LIFE count. vs. 5-9
”...make every effort to add to your faith...”

3. CONNECT: It takes a godly COMMUNITY to grow character. vs.10-11
“...brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election.”

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and
had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone
who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:42-47

Sources: Series inspiration theme and media support, 12Stone Church.
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