PARENTING

throUgh

ProverBS

from Solomon to Seuss

Week 5: Friendship Years

Thidwick the Big-Hearted Moose

“The Friendship Stage”
Two Decisions Grown-Up Kids Must Make for Themselves

* To Accept Your FRIENDSHIP.
* To Accept Your ADVICE.

Advice like this:
1. There’s no such thing as a FREE LUNCH. Proverbs 11:24-25

2. Good friendships have BOUNDARIES. Proverbs 12:15
The Zax—When Kids Walk Away From God

* Proverbs are profound PRINCIPLES of life but not promises:

Folly is wrapped up in the heart of a child but a rod will drive it far away. Proverbs 22:5

It is painful to be the parent of a fool; there is no joy for the father of a rebel. Proverbs 17:21

e God understands parental PAIN.

Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! For the Lord has spoken: ‘| reared children and brought
them up, but they have rebelled against me.” Isaiah 1:2-3

* Don’t underestimate God’s GRACE and love for your child.

But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but shows
favor to the humble.” James 4:6

* We are all PRODIGALS in need of God’s grace.

“When he was still a long way off, his father saw him. His heart pounding, he ran out, embraced
him, and kissed him. The son started his speech: ‘Father, I've sinned against God, I've sinned
before you; | don’t deserve to be called your son ever again.’

“But the father wasn’t listening. He was calling to the servants, ‘Quick. Bring a clean set of
clothes and dress him. Put the family ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Then get a
grain-fed heifer and roast it. We’re going to feast! We’re going to have a wonderful time! My son
is here—given up for dead and now alive! Given up for lost and now found!’ And they began to
have a wonderful time.” Luke 15:21-24
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