
FIGHTING FOR AWESOME RELATIONSHIPS 
Real Relationships 

 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  
       John 13:34-35  

WHY YOU NEED REAL FRIENDS 

• A true friend will guide you to do the right thing. 
“An honest answer is a sign of true friendship.”  Proverbs 24:26  

• A caring friend will help you through tough times. 
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you fulfill the law of Christ.”  Galatians 6:2 

• An honest friend will hold you accountable but in a humble way.  
“Admit your faults to one another and pray for each other so that you may be healed.”   
       James 5:16a  

• An accepting friend will genuinely enjoy your company. 
God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.”  Genesis 2:18a  
  
• A secure friend will help you achieve your goals. 
“Two people are better than one, because they get more done by working together.”  Ecc. 4:9  

MEANING OF A REAL FRIENDSHIP 
A friend is someone you may or may not know well who accepts your friend request on 

Facebook.  This person is born to like and comment on your posts to make you feel good about 
yourself.  Facebook Bible Version 

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.”  Proverbs 17:17 

TWO QUESTIONS ABOUT FRIENDS 
“Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.”  Proverbs 13:20 

1.  Who are your closest friends? 
1) ____________ 2) ____________ 3)____________ 4) _____________ 

2.  What are they like? 

Fact:  those closest to you will influence you most. 

WHY’S IT HARD TO FIND FRIENDS THESE DAYS? 
• We are way too busy. 
• We are struggling with addictions. 
• We are distracted with things online. 
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TO HAVE A FRIEND YOU NEED TO BE A FRIEND 

HOW? 

A REAL FRIEND WILL BE THERE… 

• IN PERSON.  “give your thumbs a rest!” 
“A man that has friends must show himself friendly.”  Proverbs 18:24  

“Do not be interested only in your own life, but be interested in the lives  
of others.”  Philippians 2:4  

• IN FOCUSED ATTENTION 
“Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry.” James 1:19   

“Accept each other just as Christ has accepted you; then God will be glorified.”  Romans 15:7  

• IN SPIRITUAL ENCOURAGEMENT  
“I want us to help each other with the faith we have. Your faith will help me, and my faith will help 
you.”  Romans 1:12  

“Just as iron sharpens iron, friends sharpen the minds of each other.” Proverbs 27:17 
  

“If you love someone, you’ll be loyal to them no 
matter what the cost. You will always believe in 
them, always expect the best, and always stand your 
ground in defending them.”  1 Corinthians.13:7  
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