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Luke 2:40

6 p.m. Sat., January 1, & 8:15 a.m. Sun., January 2, 2022
Sermon: What’s Really Important in Life? 1 Kings 3:4-15



St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church & School
ﬁ, - a Family to Whom You Belong -

Our Mission is to: Make More & Better Disciples

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
(6 p.m. Sat. Jan. 1, & 8:15 a.m. Sun., Jan. 2, 2022)
Servants of God’s House Today:

Pastor: Rev. Kenny Hsu DCE Intern: Grace Wolfgram
Organists: 6 p.m. Sat. Joyce Seymour; 8:15a.m. Sun., Mabel Huldeen
Usher: Steven Segebart
Missionaries: Rev. Shauen & Krista Trump, Rev. Tim & Lisa Beckendorf,
Rev. Paul Flo, Rev. Charles Cortwright
Elders: 6 p.m. Sat. Randy Johnson; 8:15 a.m. Sun., Daryl Heimgartner
Readers: 6 p.m. Sat. Liz Sanders; 8:15a.m. Sun., Doug Lehr

WELCOME! We are glad that you are here worshipping God with us. We pray for
God’s blessings to you and invite you to come back again soon.

AS WE GATHER Have you tired of those Christmas gifts yet, or are you still
enjoying them? God gave Solomon the gift of wisdom. God’s wisdom was a gift
Solomon displayed vividly at times, but at other times, it seemed he had regifted it. In
Jesus, we see the gift of God’s wisdom on full display when He is found in the temple,
at age 12, asking questions and providing answers beyond His years. God continues to
reveal His wisdom to us through the Bible. What is your plan for connecting with God
and His wisdom this year?

HOLY COMMUNION The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod believes the Biblical
teaching that in communion we receive not the symbolic but the true body and blood of
Jesus Christ with the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. If you are a baptized
Christian who has been instructed in the same Biblical teaching, and if you agree with
the announcement on our communion card and the confession of our faith, please join
us to receive the gifts that Jesus Christ has prepared for us in communion. If you have
any questions or uncertainties, please feel free to make an appointment to talk with the
pastor during the week before communing with us.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP Lord God, You are the fountain and source of all
wisdom. You made Solomon a wise king. Your Son demonstrated this wisdom in the
temple. Grant us Your wisdom so that we may share it in our communities and
throughout the world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

DIVINE SERVICE ONE Page 151

(The congregation is invited to respond with the words written in bold.)
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The Ringing of the Bells The Hand of Fellowship

Hymn of Invocation “Let All Together Praise Our God” LSB 389 vs.1,2,3,6,7
(stand as you are able for the last verse)
(The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.)

The Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Opening Sentences John 3:16; Titus 2:11; 1 Timothy 2:3—4; 1 John 2:2
P: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people.

Cc
P: This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people
Cc

to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
: He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins
of the whole world.

C@H‘F 55] P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and

the truth is not in us.
éA SO Utl@n But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(A moment of silence for reflection of God’s word and self-examination)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Service of the Word
“Lord, Have Mercy” (Sung) Page 152
rle In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

3



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

This is the Feast (Sung)
(Refrain) This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

OO Vo T

Page 155

“Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of
God. (Refrain)

2 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength and honor, blessing, and glory are His. (Refrain)

3 Slng with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
% Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. (Refrain)

> For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
(Final Refrain) This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. (Sung)

Page 156

Let us pray.

Gracious heavenly Father, You have shown repeatedly throughout history
how much You love Your chosen people. Fill our lives with Your love so we
may share it with all whom we interact; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

QU QU

The Old Testament Reading

* The king went to Gibeon
B 0O to sacrifice there, for that
'Testament was the great high place.
,\Readmgs Solomon used to offer a

thousand burnt offerings on

1 Kings 3:4-15 (Solomon asks for the gift of wisdom.)

my father, because he walked before you
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you. And you
have kept for him this great and steadfast
love and have given h|m a son to sit on
his throne this day. ‘And now, O LORD

that altar.

°At Gibeon the LORD appeared to
Solomon in a dream by nlght and God
said, “Ask what | shall give you.” ®And
Solomon said, “You have shown great
and steadfast love to your servant David
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my God, you have made your servant
king in place of David my father, although
| am but a little child. | do not know how
to go out or come in. ®And your servant is
in the midst of your people whom you



have chosen, a great people, too many to
be numbered or counted for multitude.
%Give your servant therefore an
understanding mind to govern your
people, that | may discern between good
and evil, for who is able to govern this
your great people?”

10 pleased the Lord that Solomon
had asked this. ""And God said to him,
“Because you have asked this, and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches or
the life of your enemies, but have asked
for yourself understanding to discern what
is right, ?behold, | now do according to
your word. Behold, | give you a wise and
discerning mind, so that none like you

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Psalm

Oh how | love Your law!
It is my meditation all the day.

or orr orr

meditation.

in order to keep Your word.
for You have taught me.
sweeter than honey to my mouth!

therefore | hate every false way.

or orr orr orr ors

has been before you and none like you
shall arise after you. 3y give you also
what you have not asked, both riches and
honor, so that no other kinq shall
compare with you, all your days. "*And if
you will walk in my ways, keeping my
statutes and my commandments, as your
father David walked, then | will lengthen
your days.”

'>And Solomon awoke, and behold, it
was a dream. Then he came to
Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and offered up
burnt offerings and peace offerings, and
made a feast for all his servants.

Psalm 119:97—104; antiphon: v. 99
| have more understanding than all my teachers,
for Your testimonies are my meditation.

Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me.
| have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my

| understand more than the agéd, for | keep Your precepts.
| hold back my feet from every evil way,

| do not turn aside from Your just decrees,
How sweet are Your words to my taste,
Through Your precepts | get understanding;

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

or

I have more understanding than all my teachers,
for Your testimonies are my meditation.
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The Epistle Lesson

Ephesians 1:3-14

(In His infinite wisdom, God gives us an eternal inheritance.)

. Blessed be the God and Father
\ of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
<, blessed us in Christ with every

W spiritual bIessrng in the heavenly

{/ places, “even as he chose us in

»g;“gﬁ him before the foundation of the

= world, that we should be holy and

blameless before him. In love °he
predestined us for adoption through Jesus

Chrlst accordlng to the purpose of his

will, %to the praise of his glorious grace,

with which he has blessed us in the

Beloved. ‘In him we have redemption

through his blood, the forgiveness of our

trespasses according to the riches of his |’
grace, ®which he Iavrshed upon us, in all
wisdom and insight °making known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

il

EsrAMENr"rirADINGsz

NEW

purpose, which he set forth in Christ 'as

a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things
on earth.

"In him we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who
works all things according to the counsel
of his will, so that we who were the first
to hope in Chrrst might be to the praise of
his glory. *In him you also, when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,

“who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of his glory.

(Stand as you are able)

The Alleluia and Verse Luke 2:40

C: Alleluia. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor

of God was upon him. Alleluia.

(Please remain standing for the Gospel)

The Holy Gospel

Luke 2:40-52 (Jesus is found sharing His wisdom in the temple.)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2" chapter.

C: Glory to You, O Lord. (Sung)

“°And the child grew and
became strong, filled with
wisdom. And the favor of
God was upon him.
“'Now his parents went to Jerusalem
every year at the Feast of the Passover.
“2And when he was twelve years old, they
went up according to custom. “*And when
the feast was ended, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it,

Gaspel
“REadin
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*but supposing him to be in the group
they went a day’s journey, but then they
began to search for him among their
relatives and acquaintances, “°and when
they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem, searching for him. “CAfter three
days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listenin ng to them and
asking them questions. *And all who
heard him were amazed his
understanding and his answers.

at



“8And when his parents saw him, they
were astonished. And his mother said to
him, “Son, why have you treated us so?
Behold, your father and | have been
searching for you in great distress.”

“SAnd he said to them, “Why were you
looking for me? Did you not know that |
must be in my Father’s house?”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (Sung)

And they did not understand the
saying that he spoke to them. °'And he
went down with them and came to
Nazareth and was submissive to them.
And his mother treasured up all these
things in her heart.

2And Jesus increased in wisdom and
in stature and in favor with God and man.

(Please be seated)

Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

LSB 384 vs. 1-4

TODAY)S SERMON% What's Really Important in Life? 1 Kings 3:4-15

The Nicene Creed

P:

PRAYtaI;‘,RS followe

o urch,
CH&RCH C: in mercy, hear our prayer.
P:

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

We pray for the Church, that the light of the Gospel of salvation be
proclaimed here and everywhere, the wisdom of God be honored and
followed, and the gifts of God be treasured and shared. Lord of the

We pray as this New Year begins for our nation and for all of the people of the

world, that there be an end to hostilities and that times of peacefulness and
wellness everywhere prevail. Lord of all times and all people,

C: in mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our families and our neighbors. Help us to remember that each person

in our lives is a precious gift from God. Guided by the Holy Spirit, help us to choose
wisely how we invest our time in the coming weeks and find in our associations with
God’s people a source of mutual support and blessing. Lord of all generations,

in mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all sorts and conditions of people, especially making our petitions for

the hospitalized and those who are shut in, especially Carolyn Montagne, and Doug
Siefker. We continue to pray for those weak and dealing with ongoing sicknesses:
Helen Eriksen, Verlie Yockey, Bernie Attema, Mary Kay Holiday, Natalie Powell,
Deb Chellew, Bethamy Lewis and Suzy7Awe.



We pray for those whose lives are in transition, the unemployed, those who are
downcast or grieving including the Chellew family as Lowell has past away, and for
all those for whom our intercession is desired. Lord of care and grace,

C: in mercy, hear our prayer.

P: As a community of the faithful gathered, we remember those who have shared the
faith with us and now have departed this earthly life, especially those whose
earthly lives came to an end. Direct our ways that we complete our journey of life in
faith with divine wisdom to direct us. At the end of our days, bring us to rejoice
together eternally with saints and angels and all the company of heaven in light
everlasting. Lord of eternity,

C: in mercy, hear our prayer.

P: For those celebrating their baptismal anniversaries that they remain faithful to your
Word including; Maxwell Knowles, Harrison Knowles, Patsy White and Jeff Frank.
Lord of baptism,

C: in mercy, hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
C: Amen.

Offering of God’s People to their Beloved Savior
We honor God with the gifts He has given to us.
St. Paul’s members have pledged to support our ministry in their tithes and
offerings. Please place your offerings in the box upfront.
To our guest: Thank you for joining us today and please do not feel that you are
obligated to participate. We invite you to come back again.

Please put your Welcome Card in the box at the back of the church.

1 Chronicles 29:11—Your, O Lord, is the greatness and the power ad the glory and the victory and
the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and
You are exalted as head above all.

Offertory Hymn “From East to West” LSB 385
(stand as you are able)

Offertory (Sung) Psalm 116: 12-13, 17-19
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
| will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
| will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.




Pre

90T QU 0T

face (Sung) Page 160

Service of the Sacrament

The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1

We lift them to the Lord. ) §

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who was born of Mary, visited by the Magi, and who amazed those
in the temple with His understanding and answers. Through Jesus, You have
revealed Your love for all humanity through His suffering, death, and resurrection.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

ommunion

C

Sanctus “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Sung) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 Page 161

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow'r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer Page 162

Words of our Lord

Pax Domini The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 Page 163
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen. (sung)

Agnus Dei “Lamb of God” (Sung) John 1:29 Page 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Reading of the Communion Announcement Card

(Please be seated)



The Distribution Hymns
“Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725
“Let Our Gladness Have No End” LSB 381

(Stand as you are able)

The Post Communion Collect Page 166

P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. (sung)

The Closing Hymn “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” LSB 375

Silent Prayer
Postlude

+++++++

*ORDER OF SERVICE is reprinted from Lutheran Service Book, Copyright (c) 2006 Concordia Publishing
House. Reprinted by permission.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod)

Worship Services Traditional (6 p.m. Saturday & 8:15 a.m. Sunday)
Contemporary Service (10:45 a.m. Sunday)

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Youth & Adult Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.

624 Jennings St. Sioux City, Towa 51101
Church: (712)252-0338 School: (712) 258-6325

www.siouxcitystpauls.org
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