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Nehemiah 1:4-11 NKJV ... So it was, when | heard these words, that | sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; | was fasting
and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And | said: “I pray, LORD God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You who keep Your
covenant and mercy with those who love You and observe Your commandments, 6 please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes
open, that You may hear the prayer of Your servant which | pray before You now, day and night, for the children of Israel Your
servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel which we have sinned against You. Both my father’s house and | have sinned.
7 We have acted very corruptly against You, and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, nor the ordinances which You
commanded Your servant Moses. 8 Remember, | pray, the word that You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are
unfaithful, | will scatter you among the nations; 9 but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments and do them, though some
of you were cast out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet | will gather them from there, and bring them to the place which | have
chosen as a dwelling for My name.” 10 Now these are Your servants and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your great
power, and by Your strong hand. 11 O Lord, | pray, please let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of
Your servants who desire to fear Your name; and let Your servant prosper this day, | pray, and grant him mercy in the sight of this
man.” For | was the king’s cupbearer.

Prayer Paves the Way for ...

/"1. Ordinary People to do Extraordinary Things.

Nehemiah 1:11 NKJV ... O Lord, | pray, please let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your
servants who desire to fear Your name; and let Your servant prosper this day, | pray, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.”
For | was the king’s cupbearer.

Colossians 3:23-24 NKJV ... And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.

Ezekiel 22:30 NKJV ... So | sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the

land, that | should not destroy it; but | found no one.
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/2. God to Give You Favor with Man as We Have With Him.

Hebrews 4:16 ... Come boldly to the throne of grace (favor) that you might obtain grace and find mercy to help in time of need
Psalm 5:12 NKJV ... For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous; With favor You will surround him as with a shield.
Psalm 30:5 NIV ... For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the
morning.
Psalm 84:11 NIV ... For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose
walk is blameless.
Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV ... For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works,
so that no one can boast.
Nehemiah 2:1-5 NKJV .. In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, | took the wine and gave
it to the king. | had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be
nothing but sadness of heart.” | was very much afraid, 3 but | said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when
the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” 4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then
| prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and | answered the king...
Nehemiah 2:4 NKJV ... The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then | prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and | answered the king...
Nehemiah 2:8 NKJV... And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the king granted my requests. 9 So | went to the governors of
Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The king had also sent army officers and cavalry with me.
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/3. Big Problems to Be Solved at God’s Speed.

Nehemiah 2:10 NIV... When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they were very much disturbed that
someone had come to promote the welfare of the Israelites.
Nehemiah 4:1-6 NKJV ... But it so happened, when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, that he was furious and very indignant, and
mocked the Jews. 2 And he spoke before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify
themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they complete it in a day? Will they revive the stones from the heaps of rubbish—stones that are
burned?”3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Whatever they build, if even a fox goes up on it, he will break down their
stone wall.” 4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised; turn their reproach on their own heads, and give them as plunder to a land of captivity! 5 Do
not cover their iniquity, and do not let their sin be blotted out from before You; for they have provoked You to anger before the builders. 6 So we
built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.
Nehemiah 4:8-9 NKJV ... and all of them conspired together to come and attack Jerusalem and create confusion. 9 Nevertheless we made our
prayer to our God,
Nehemiah 6:15 NKJV ... So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days.
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