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“Meeting The Standard” – Fred Krauss 
 

 
ANNCR: March 6th, “Meeting The Standard.” How do you feel about failure? 

For many of us, it’s so uncomfortable, we’ll pass up incredible 

opportunities just so we don’t have to face that possibility. We can 

imagine failure to look a lot of different ways, but in the end, it’s us 

not achieving our goals...or the goals of others. We want to 

succeed, we want to feel good about ourselves, so falling short can 

be humiliating. But this mindset is all about us. We want to do well, 

so we can get the credit, but if we fail, we have to shoulder the 

burden. Do you see the problem? Doing this, as believers, is 

ignoring the One who’s already carried our shame. Today we’ll 

meet Fred Krauss, a man whose life changed when he learned this 

truth. Fred and his family were separated under Communist 

Germany. Until one fateful day. But I’ll let him tell it. He’s here to 

share with us his true story on this Unshackled Daily Devotional. 

 

FRED: We escaped, finally, taking the train to the border, then finding a 

guide to smuggle us past the guards. I was twelve when our family 

was at last reunited — twelve, and I had seen much evil and been 

taught to hate. Having memorized the Ten Commandments as a 



boy, I knew there was a God. But I also knew I could not keep His 

law, something that troubled me. 

  

I never drank or smoked, nor did I follow lustful pleasures. I read 

philosophical books, trying to find the meaning of life. These didn’t 

satisfy, so at nineteen I pursued material success and moved to 

Canada. A year later I had money — but still no peace. Then one 

day, while walking through a park in Toronto, I stopped to listen to 

outdoor preaching. I had never before heard about sin and 

salvation, heaven and hell, but even so, I knew those men were 

speaking truth.  

 

I went to their gospel meetings but found it hard to believe God 

would judge me severely, since I tried so hard to be good. Then I 

realized the truth — without Christ, we are all separated from God, 

and that is our sin. Still I hesitated, fearing my inability to live up to 

God’s call. A friend explained that if we confess our sins, God 

forgives and cleanses us. That night I prayed to receive Christ as 

my Savior, and His Spirit, living in me, has kept me all these years. 

 

ANNCR: The apostle Paul says in Romans chapter 8, verse 3, “For what the 

law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in 



the flesh.” Friend, even as believers, we may doubt the finished 

work of Christ and the power of God at work within us. Like Fred, 

we may be fearful of living up to God’s call. And it’s true, we will fail. 

But God, however, does not. So let’s continually turn to Him and 

place our faith in what He’s accomplished for us. Will you receive 

this truth today? 

 

CREDITS: Unshackled Daily Devotionals are produced by Pacific Garden 

Mission along with our Unshackled Audio Dramas. To find even 
more true stories of God’s saving, transforming power, visit our 
website, unshackled.org. 

 
This episode was written by Jack Odell, Kennetha Gaebler, and 
Elizabeth Kupferschmid. Narrated by Tim Gregory and Kurt Naebig. 
 
Unshackled Daily Devotionals are made possible by our generous 
listeners. Would you consider supporting this production and giving 
a gift today? 


