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“Unwavering” – Bernard Teichrobe 
 

 
ANNCR: July 5th, “Unwavering.” I’m sure you’re familiar with the saying, “The 

captain goes down with the ship.” In modern days, this maritime law 

usually refers to the captain’s duty to his passengers. The captain 

has been charged with the protection of all those on board, so until 

he can ensure that each person is safely off the ship, he is not at 

liberty to save himself. And this commitment could demand his life. 

But we recognize there’s more honor for a captain who stays with 

the ship until the very last moment needed than a captain who bails 

at the first sign of trouble. Today, we’ll hear from a man whose life 

was changed by such an unwavering commitment, even when he 

did not have it himself. He’s here to share with us his true story on 

this Unshackled Daily Devotional. 

 

BERNARD: I was one of those rebellious kids in spite of a good home and 

loving parents. I’m Bernard Teichrobe, and my parents took me to 

church every Sunday. And still I sassed my teachers and made 

trouble from kindergarten on. I took dares just to be accepted and 

was suspended several times. You know, I didn’t care about 

anything.  



 

My parents tried to change me by enrolling me and my brother in a 

Christian school, but I totally turned my back on God. Even there I 

was put in a class with troublemakers. And hoping to be expelled, 

my brother and I set off a box of firecrackers behind the stage; but 

our parents somehow kept us in that school. After that I settled 

down and focused on weekends and drugs.   

 

Some of my friends wavered in their Christian commitment, and I 

decided that if I ever became a Christian, I’d live for God with my 

whole heart. Ultimately, I was expelled from school, still a rebel. 

 

And then a music group from Pacific Garden Mission came to our 

church, and one of the members stayed at our house. I was 

impressed by his commitment to Christ and went to hear his 

testimony at church. And he said, “If you died tonight, where would 

you spend eternity?” I repented and received Christ that night, a 

rebel no more. I then went with the mission group back to Chicago, 

where I enrolled in the Bible program and finished high school. I 

follow Jesus now, and testify to the truth. 

 

ANNCR: The apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians chapter 15, verse 58, 

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 



you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 

know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” Friend, a life of 

unwavering dedication is difficult. Just like the captain of a ship, we 

know the vow we’ve taken to follow Christ is a weighty one. But 

God will enable us to carry out, if we trust in Him. And the world is 

watching you. So what does your life of faith look like? Are you 

acting on a half-hearted commitment, or are you confidently 

growing in the knowledge and grace of the Lord? Will you ask 

yourself this question today? 

 

CREDITS: Unshackled Daily Devotionals are produced by Pacific Garden 

Mission along with our Unshackled Audio Dramas. To find even 
more true stories of God’s saving, transforming power, visit our 
website, unshackled.org. 

 
This episode was written by Kennetha Gaebler and Elizabeth 
Kupferschmid and narrated by Tim Gregory and Jim Parks. 
 
Unshackled Daily Devotionals are made possible by our generous 
listeners. Would you consider supporting this production and giving 
a gift today?  

 


