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The Danger of the Familiar



Luke 24:13-32 (ESV) 
On the Road to Emmaus



That very day two of them were going to a
village named Emmaus, about seven miles from

Jerusalem, and they were talking with each
other about all these things that had happened. 
While they were talking and discussing together,

Jesus himself drew near and went with them.

13 

14 

15



But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 

And he said to them, “What is this conversation

that you are holding with each other as you walk?”

And they stood stil l ,  looking sad. Then one of

them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the

only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the

things that have happened there in these days?” 
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And he said to them, “What things?” And they
said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man

who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, and how our chief priests

and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to
death, and crucified him. But we had hoped that
he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides
all this, it is now the third day since these things

happened.
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Moreover, some women of our company amazed us.

They were at the tomb early in the morning, and

when they did not find his body, they came back saying

that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said

that he was alive. Some of those who were with us

went to the tomb and found it just as the women had

said, but him they did not see.” 
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And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and
slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Was it not

necessary that the Christ should suffer
these things and enter into his glory?” 

And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself.
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S o  t h e y  d r e w  n e a r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  w h i c h
t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g .  H e  a c t e d  a s  i f  h e  w e r e

g o i n g  f a r t h e r ,  b u t  t h e y  u r g e d  h i m
s t r o n g l y ,  s a y i n g ,  “ S t a y  w i t h  u s ,  f o r  i t  i s
t o w a r d  e v e n i n g  a n d  t h e  d a y  i s  n o w  f a r

s p e n t . ”  S o  h e  w e n t  i n  t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e m .  
W h e n  h e  w a s  a t  t a b l e  w i t h  t h e m ,  h e  t o o k

t h e  b r e a d  a n d  b l e s s e d  a n d  b r o k e  i t  a n d
g a v e  i t  t o  t h e m .
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And their eyes were opened, and they

recognized him. And he vanished from their

sight. They said to each other, “Did not our

hearts burn within us while he talked to us on

the road, while he opened to us the

Scriptures?”
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The B.C. Hangover:

They were explaining the crucifixion
to the resurrected Christ. They had

the physical presence of the Answer
walking right next to them, but were
blinded by their own disappointment.



The Setup: 
The transition into the A.D.

reality requires moving
from distant, observant
religion into a burning,
face-to-face intimacy.



Heartburn Over Head Knowledge



Data vs. Revelation: 
These disciples had all the

scriptural data and knew the
prophecies, yet they missed the

Savior standing right in their
blind spot.



The Prophetic Cry: The Prophetic Cry: 

He is hunting for sons 
and daughters whose hearts

 catch fire when He speaks.



• The Religious Trap

We have too often traded the
raw, burning presence of 
God for highly produced,

polished 
religious routines.

We have too often traded the
raw, burning presence of 
God for highly produced,

polished 
religious routines.



• The Emmaus Benchmark:

 "Did not our hearts burn within us?"
 We must become a generation 

completely ruined for anything
 less than the consuming 

fire of His presence.
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• The Greatest Sermon:
 Jesus preached the greatest message in

history on that dirt road, unpacking
Moses and the Prophets, but the sermon

alone did not open their eyes.



• The Limit of Information: 
Information does not
automatically
 equal revelation, and
physical proximity
 to church does not equal
intimacy with the Father.



• The Breaking of Bread: 
He didn't reveal 

Himself in the walking
 or the talking; He 

revealed Himself when He 
sat down, took the bread, 

blessed it, and broke it.



• The Kingdom Authority:
 The enemy wants

 to keep you distracted and 
arguing on the road so you

never sit down at the table of
communion 

where your spiritual eyes are
actually opened.



The Emmaus U-Turn



• Walking the Wrong Way:
 They were physically and spiritually 
walking away from Jerusalem,
 away from the 
calling, and away from where 
the Holy Spirit 
was about to fall.

• Walking the Wrong Way:
 They were physically and spiritually 
walking away from Jerusalem,
 away from the 
calling, and away from where 
the Holy Spirit 
was about to fall.



• The Immediate Shift: 
The moment their eyes

were opened at the table,
the scripture says they

got up that very hourand
went straight back to
Jerusalem in the dark.



• The Power of Revelation: 
When you get a genuine

revelation 
of the resurrected Christ,

it forces 
an immediate U-turn in your

spirit.



• Abandoning Disappointment: 
You cannot sit at the table of true
intimacy 
and continue walking in the
direction 
of your depression, your apathy, or
your disappointment.
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