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OPENING

Let me name something that is costing the Church more than most things we talk about.
Performance Christianity.

The version of faith where you learn the language before you know the Person. Where you
know how to say the right things, sing the right songs, act the right way in the right rooms.

Where the outside is polished and the inside is quietly starving.

The religious spirit is sneaky. It doesn't feel like religion from the inside. It feels like faithfulness.
Like discipline. Like doing what you're supposed to do.

But there is a difference between a law that disciplines you and a Father that transforms you.
Between duty and delight. Between doing the right things because you're afraid of what
happens if you don't and doing them because you love the One you're doing them for.

Jesus reserved His sharpest words not for sinners but for religious people. The Pharisees were
not bad men. They were extraordinarily disciplined men who had replaced encounter with
expertise. Who knew the Scripture better than almost anyone and completely missed the One
the Scripture was about.

God is not looking for your performance. He is looking for your heart.

Today, the religious spirit loses its grip. And authentic encounter takes its place.

Let's go to the Father.

PROPHETIC PRAYER
1. Worship
Father, hallowed is Your name.

You are the God who looks at the heart. Not the sacrifice. Not the offering. Not the form. The
heart.



When Samuel looked at Jesse's sons and reached for the most impressive, You stopped him.
Not the outward appearance. The heart.

We worship You as the God who wants to be known. Not performed for. Known. Who is not
impressed by our activity and is moved by our hunger. Who does not want our religious duty. He

wants our actual hearts.

Holy is Your name beyond the performance. Holy is Your name in the real. Holy is Your name in
the place past the form where You actually live.

2. Submission
Your Kingdom come. Your will be done. On earth as it is in heaven.

Father, in heaven there is no performance. No one trying to impress the gallery. Every act of
worship is from a full heart to a known God.

So we submit the performance. The version of ourselves we present in church that does not
match who we are at home. The worship face that hides the wounded heart. The serving that is

really earning.

Your Kingdom come into the real version of us. Not the curated one. The actual one. With the
doubts and the wounds and the honest questions.

You can work with real. You cannot fill what is already performing as full.

3. Petition

Give us this day our daily bread.

Father, today we ask for encounter. Real encounter with a real God.

Not a feeling manufactured by lights and music. Encounter. The kind that leaves you changed
whether the music is loud or quiet or absent. The kind that doesn't require the right conditions

because it's rooted in actual relationship.

Give us a hunger for You that is not satisfied by information about You. That will not settle for
knowing about the Father when it could know the Father.



Let religion break. Let relationship rise. One honest moment at a time.

4. Confession and Forgiveness
Forgive us, Father.

For learning Your language before we knew Your heart. For performing worship instead of
entering it. For building our spiritual reputation while our spiritual life quietly dried up.

We confess the pretense. The Sunday version of ourselves. The way we've used spiritual
activity to avoid spiritual vulnerability.

Forgive us for preferring the law to the relationship. The system to the Person. The form to the
fire.

Cleanse us. Strip the performance off. What's underneath is the person You actually want.
And as You forgive us, we forgive every religious environment that taught us God's love was

conditional. Every leader who modeled performance instead of presence. We release the
damage and receive the real.

5. Protection
Lead us not into temptation. Deliver us from the evil one.

Father, the religious spirit is patient and persistent. It will come back in new forms. New rules.
New systems. New ways to make performance feel like holiness.

Deliver us from the spirit of religion that turns transformation into transaction. From the lie that
your worth before God is measured by your activity. From the exhaustion of maintaining a

spiritual appearance that doesn't match your spiritual reality.

Guard the authentic. Protect the encounter. Let nothing religious replace what is relational.

DECLARATION

| declare over you today.



The performance is done. The mask is coming off. What is real is being welcomed.

| declare the religious spirit breaks its grip on your life. The duty that was never delight is being
replaced with a love that actually moves you. The hollow obedience is being replaced with the
real thing.

| declare you will stop pretending in church and start encountering outside of it. That the
Christianity you practice on Sunday will be the same one you carry on Tuesday. That

consistency will replace performance.

| declare Hosea 6:6 over you. For | desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God
rather than burnt offerings.

He does not want the sacrifice of a polished performance. He wants the acknowledgment. The
real you actually knowing the real Him.

Religion is breaking. Relationship is rising.
SEALING PRAYER
Father, we seal this.

Every religious spirit broken. Every performance dismantled. Every authentic heart welcomed
into real encounter. Sealed in the name of Jesus.

What heaven has made real, no religious form on earth can replace.

Relationship over religion. Encounter over performance. Presence over pretense.
It is finished. It is sealed. It is so.

In the mighty name of Jesus.

Amen.
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