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"The Why" for
being a Disciple Maker?

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. - Matthew 28:19

When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he
had compassion on them, because they were like
sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach
them many things. - Mark 6:34

For if we are beside ourselves, itis for God; if we are in our right
mind, itis for you. For the love of Christ controls us, because we
have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have
died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live
for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
2 Corinthians 5:13-15



Ascend Discipleship Pathway Explained

Sub-Heading Explained

| believe it would be helpful to explain the elements that are used
throughout this document prior to diving into the unique phases of our
discipleship pathway. | have chosen five different ways to discuss each
phase of our discipleship pathway. These are for purpose of explanation to
our church body, providing guardrails for leadership decisions, and to
make sure that our pathway is accomplishing its primary goal of
discipleship.

Overtime the elements within these categories might change, but the
discipleship phases themselves will remain a constant in the systems of
Ascend Bible Church.

Discipleship Stage:

Within each category the first descriptor provided is a common term often
used by an individual to describe where they are in relation to the Gospel
message. Within our pathway we use a scale from Resistant (to the
Gospel), to a multiplying disciple maker.

Environments:

This describes the different ways in which we will be discipling a person
within each phase. Within “environments” we are borrowing terms
commonly used to describe practices of discipleship.

Process:

This category describes what we are trying to accomplish with the
“environment”. What is the purpose behind us engaging in this mode of
discipleship as Ascend Bible Church?

Next Steps:

This section describes how we are effectively moving a person in a
“environment” towards Jesus. We believe that it is crucial that we provide
intentional next steps for each person in our discipleship pathway.

Measuring Success:

We believe that it is beneficial for us to constantly evaluate how effective
are we at discipling people towards Christ. This section describes how we
plan to measure how truly successful we are at discipleship within this
category.



The Town

Discipleship Stage: Resistant

Sadly there are many in our community that have a
negative view of Church. We desire to change that, and we
know that to accomplish this we must do more than expect
them to show up at our gatherings. We must love our town
where they are in hopes to change the way they think.
Environments: Community Service

We hope to change people view of God through our
service in the community. This means showing up at events
that are not put on by Ascend to be helpful in whatever
way is needed.

Process: Serve in Community

Throughout the year we hope to show up and help other
organizations that are involved in our community.

Next Steps: Expression of Love

Our desire is that through these efforts people experience
an expression of love that is motived by our Love for Jesus
Christ. In hopes that we shift their thoughts on church from
negative experiences to positive.

Measure Success: $S$S, opportunities, request

We will know we are reaching those resistant to the gospel
by these ways:

1) We will give a portion of our dollars to things that do not
directly benefit Ascend Bible Church.

2) We are actively involved in events in our community
throughout a calendar year.

3) We are being requested by outside organizations to
serve at their events.



Resistent "Represent Christ"

Town

Where do you Live? Where do you work”? Where do you play?

Do you know non christians?

Do they know you are a christian?

What does it look like for you to represent Christ in your community?

V\%m %@ SO % c/@m(s; %@ /W( cewagﬁ@m ]é,/ wam Aamg@
lhey were havossed and helpless. ke sheep vilheud o shepherd, -
//Namw 726



The Neighborhood

Discipleship Stage: Neutral

Many within our community do not see church as a priority,
and have a neutral feeling towards being involved in a
local church. We desire to minister these people and
disciple them towards a recognition of their need for a
savior, and thus involvement in Ascend Bible Church.

Environments: Community Outreach
Throughout the year we will host events ourselves that will
meet a need in the community.

Process: Event
We desire that people look forward to our events and that
they attend them regularly.

Next Steps: Invite
Out of our events we hope to invite people to our discovery
bible studies.

Measure Success: Event attendance

We will know we are reaching people neutral to the gospel
in these ways:

1) attendance of events

2) new attendees at discovery bible studies.



y.\k Neutral "Know your neighbors"

~#{ Neighborhood

Do you know your neighbors (Live, Work, Play)?

What does it look like for you to care for your neighbors (Live, Work, Play)?

What are needs in the neighborhood the church could meet?

Meu shall love The L@m{ your &)@ﬂ{ wilh all your hearl WW{ wilh all your
590&5 al/lﬂ{ W(Z%L a[éyew /MW( 7%5 s Z/A@jmﬁamffrgf cewmm(memz /(W( a
5%{9W{ is Like (I Meu shall love your meg%@r as 7{9(/%947.[ On These Tus
conmanchinds depand oll The o co e Fephets



The Yard

Discipleship Stage: Curious

Within our community people hang around the church but
never take a step into community. We hope to provide
easy on ramps to disciple those who are curious about the
gospel.

Environments: Discovery Bible Studies

Discovery Bible Studies is an easy method to introduce
someone to the bible. We will host discovery bible studies
in both the small group format, and the large group format
at Ascend Bible Church .

Process: Explore
We hope to help people explore the gospel message in
hopes that they meet Jesus.

Next Steps: Sunday Invite
Out of discovery bible studies we hope to welcome people
into our church by consistent invites.

Measure Success: people involved
We will know we are reaching people curious about God
simply by attendance in our discovery bible studies.



Curious "Love your neighbors"

Who in your life is curious about Jesus?

What is preventing you from sharing the gospel with them?

How can Ascend equip you to disciple those who are curious about Jesus?

Meu shall love The L@m{ your &)@ﬂ{ wilh all your hearl ow( wilh all your
5{9@5 al/lﬂ{ W(Z%L a[éy@ou’ /MM 7%5 (s Zfdejmaﬁamffrgf cewww(memZ /(W(a
5%{9W{ is like (I Meu shall love your meg%@r as 7{9{%@% On These Tws
conmanchinds depond oll The o co e Fephets



The Porch

Discipleship Stage: Open

There are people that are open to the gospel but no one
has taken the time to disciple them. Within our pathway
we hope to equip our people to disciple those who are
open to the Gospel.

Environments: 1 on 1 Discipleship

We believe that this is best done in one on one discipleship.
We will equip our people to disciple those open to the
gospel towards Christ.

Process: Invite

We will encourage people in these conversations to invite
people towards a decision to follow Jesus, and invite them
into our church community whether it be Sunday morning
attendance or small groups.

Next Steps: Sunday invite
Out of 1 on 1 discipleship we encourage our members to
invite those they are discipling into our church family.

Measure Success: Members involved in Discipling
We will know we are reaching people open to the gospel
when our people are are discipling people 1 on 1.



Open  "Practice Hospitality"

The Porch

Who in your life is curious about Jesus?

What is preventing you from discipling them?

How can Ascend equip you to disciple those who are curious about Jesus?

Abeve dll. love cach slher ﬂ(eep/y, hecavse love covers ever a /MMZIZW(@ o
ss. Oﬁ/f /L@gp(fal@ le ene mﬁw W(meﬁ erla/y. &CZL 97[ Yo 5%%[4{
use WWW j(if 7906 %mva /@cec'vw( le senve eﬁw& as W Jeww(& 97[
Cf)@ﬂ(‘ 5 grace in ds various Zém(g; IZ[WQM 070%45. Z%ey &Z@MM ﬂ{@ 55 as ene
wihe 5peaé& lhe very wem(sf o @9&( ffmy@m serves, Z%zy %%Zﬂ( ﬂ(@ s wilh
Z%w g&e@ﬁt 0{9&( p/@viﬂ(@g; 58 M n aéé Zﬂ/w/y& &)eﬂ( W A@ pmz’geﬂ( Z%@%A
ﬁéwg CMZ 75%1014 A@ Z%@ﬁl@ry a//w( Z}/w/ pewer ]é,/ ever cw{ ever.
Awen. - (Ger (-5-11



The Living Room

Discipleship Stage: Responsive

Once people have responded to the gospel and the Holy
spirit has entered their heart there are many foundational
biblical truths that can help them as they grow in
Christlikeness. In this phase we hope to help me
understand the basic building blocks for growing their
faith.

Environments: Foundations Class

This is a consistent class offered within the church to help
catechize new believers to the foundational teachings of
the Christian Faith.

Process: Invite: Baptism, Welcome Class Attendance
As new believers come to Christ in Ascend we hope to
have the opportunity to baptize them into the faith, and
our church community.

Next Steps: Welcome Class

Joining a new church can be daunting every month we will
have a class offering for new believers to learn about
Ascend, and the basic beliefs we hold to as a church, and
what their next step may be into our church body.

Measure Success: Baptisms, Welcome Class attendance
We will know that people are responding to the gospel
message within our church body by number of baptisms
we perform, and number of people attending the monthly
welcome class.



Responsive "Invite into the Family"

& «.. Living Room

Who do you need to invite into the church family?

What is preventing you from inviting them?

What does a welcoming church look like?

/%7 ﬁw 0@&( w/us» ﬁl\/@g W/(WW aw( emeemgememf jé\/@ 4eu f/w soMe a%ﬁ(e 97[ MW(
Zéwm( emﬁt eﬁéjw W Cdlw‘gf %50&5 W 58 W wlZ% ene MW( aw( ene \elce Yo My
ﬁ/@/’@[ Zzw 5@/{ WW( Faﬁw ef sur @rﬂ( %o%ﬂ CMZ
/(wepf sne anclher, Then, J‘ugf as Chrisl accepfw{ oo, in srder T Am/g praise le God For
lell 4ou thal Christ has hecene a senant f The Jows sn behalf et &9&( s Tnidh. so thal The
p/@mz'g% MM(@ le Zixlw paZ/chfw Mgfxf 5@ c@mfmuw( w/w( Meresver, W Z}/w 0@#@@5 mgv/tf
j[@/fﬂé &)9/{ Er his mercy.
~Pemans 15 79



The Dining Room

Discipleship Stage: Growing

This is the stage that a bulk of the church is likely in. People
need community centered on commitment to scripture and
encouraging one another to grow and be formed into
Christ likeness.

Environments: Large Group Environments

We offer consistent large group environments within our
church to encourage people to get into the scripture in
community, and we hope that out of our gatherings people
will join smaller groups.

Process: Assimilate

Within this phase we are working to help people assimilate
into our church body. We hope a simple easy step will
encourage people to commit to growing in Christ within
Ascend.

Next Steps: Encourage (Discipleship Environments)

While we believe the large group environment is effective
for transmitting biblical knowledge we know it has
limitations as it relates to community, and accountability.
With a strong conviction that a majority of our members
are in groups we hope to move people from the gathering
environments to the small group environment

Measure Success: Attendance
We will know we are helping disciples grow by attendance
across all environment attendance.



Growing "Be a family"
Dining Room

What are your daily rythyms of abiding in Christ?

How do you see Ascend Helping you Grow towards Christ?

How will you commit to be a part of the Ascend Family?

Ao they doscted henselves 1o the apesles Laching v he Ellewshp. B The beaking of
bread and The pragets. Ad awiddeame upsn every ssul. and mouy wenders and signs wiere
bein dove hreugh the apestls. P ll wihe beioed e Tgether and hod olf thigs i
CEIMIMBIN. /(W( ﬂwy Wete 5@40/5 Z%xw p@&%ﬂ@m& WW( A@Z@yy(yy& a//w{ ﬂ{(gfr@ﬁl/y Z%@ preww{a
le all. as ay WMW( /W( 7(617 57 ﬂ(ﬂy Wwy ﬁw Z@Mpl@ fejﬂw Mérméwy Ar@ﬂﬂ(
n ﬂw’ %L@IM%; ZZL@y /@m‘vw( Z%w Iéeﬂ( wﬂt j/aﬂ( w/w( Geersus Mf& p/fwo/y &)eﬂ{ w/w{
/mvu/y Zflver Wﬂ/{ all ﬁw pe@pl@. AVW( Z%@ @m{ W(ﬂ(@ﬂ( le Z}lwr W@V ﬂ(ay 57 ﬂ(cy Z},t@oce w%n@
Were A@W 5avw(
Adls 24 267


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26981d

The Laundry Room

Discipleship Stage: Working

We hope to be a church of maturing disciples, not simply a
church that exist in community and knows biblical
knowledge. Maturation includes all aspects of the spiritual
life. We believe this maturation takes place within life on
life discipleship and devoting ones life to the work of the
ministry.

Environments: Small Groups, serve teams

Small Groups encourage community, accountability and
lifelong relationships.

We also believe that every person who calls Ascend the
their church should be serving in the church.

Process: Community

Within this phase we are creating environments that
people within our church can exist in smaller communities
in hopes to encourage life on life discipleship.

Next Steps: Leadership Training
we are constantly seeking the next group leaders, deacons,
elders and leaders for other ministries within our church.

Measure Success: Small Group Attendance, serving gaps
We will know we are maturing disciples by our small group
attendance within our church, and where are the serving
gaps in our church.



Working "Serve the Family"

Laundry Room

How can you partner with Ascend in the work of ministry? (Spiritual
Gifts)

Where do you see needs in Ascend that need met? (Sacrifice)

How is God leading you to give of the “treasures” he has entrusted you with?

New yeu are The 59&(7 &7 Chrisl. and cach sne of yeu s a pa/f st i And Ged has p/awa( in
Z}/w c/wc%t fé//fgf ef a[l/ ap%ﬂ@ggmm( p/@p%id%. Zzw( Ww& Z}/wm m(mclag; Z}/Lem jl’lfé 97[
MW‘ o A@lpu/y Q@W{W and f diforent binds ef f@yy&w& Are all ap%ﬂ@g? Are all
p/@py/wfa? Are all W&Q De all werk miracles? Do all %ta\/e jl]fa 97[ W? De all
5pwé in f@yngfﬂﬂ? De all MZérp/’@Z? Hew @W[y ﬂ{%f/’@ The ﬁmafer ji]fg.
-1 Cervlhians 12-27-31


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28665d

The Bedroom

Discipleship Stage: Multiplying

Discipleship is a lifelong process but the fruit of discipleship
is multiplication. this is leading others in the faith, and thus
multiplying what has been taught to you.

Environments: Ministry Leadership

Throughout our entire church there are many ministry
roles that are led by our members. We hope to be a church
that equips the church member to do the ministry. This
means our members leading ministries.

Process: Serve

Service is the goal, moving a church member from simply
being a consumer to an active participant within the
church body.

Next Steps: Send out/Equip

We desire to be a sending church. Meaning that we will
send people out of Ascend to help start other churches
across our city and nation. We also believe that every
leader in our church should be equipping the next leader
for their role in hopes that they can step into a new calling
if God is to place it on their heart.

Measure Success: Leadership Gaps
We will know we are creating multiplying disciples by the
lack of gaps within our leadership structure as a church.



Multiplying Lead a family

Bedroom

Have you ever considered if the Lord is calling you to leadership in the local
church?

If so, what roles do you believe God is calling you to consider?

Would you desire a follow up conversation about this? send a picture of this
sheet (mitch@ascendbible.church)

Aod T an corlain That Gied, wine @m lhe j@@ﬂ{ werk wilhin ofou will
c@mﬁme%wwe% mZ?Z(ZtSWWM@m Z%L@ﬂ@ WM CZWOCZL
Jesus relums



