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THE PRAYERS- A LITURGY FOR A TIME OF WIDESPREAD SUFFERING

PLEASE KNEEL.

Leader: Christ Our King, Our world is overtaken by unexpected calamity, and
by a host of attending fears, worries, and insecurities. We witness suffering,
confusion, and hardship multiplied around us, and we find ourselves swept up
in these same anxieties and troubles, dismayed by so many uncertainties.

People: Now we turn to you, O God, in this season of our common distress. Be
merciful, O Christ, to those who suffer, to those who worry, to those who grieve, to
those who are threatened or harmed in any way by this upheaval.

Leader: Let your holy compassions be active throughout the world even now—

tending the afflicted, comforting the brokenhearted, and bringing hope to

many who are hopeless. Use even these hardships to woo our hearts nearer to
you, O God. Indeed, O Father, may these days of disquiet become a catalyst for
conviction and repentance, for the tendering of our affections, for the stirring of
our sympathies, for the refining of our love.

People: We are your people, who are called by you, We need not be troubled or
alarmed. Indeed, O Lord, let us love now more fearlessly, remembering that you
created us, and appointed us to live in these very places, in the midst of these
unsettled times.

Leader: It is no surprise to you that we are here now, sharing in this turmoil
along with the rest of our society, for you have called your children to live as
salt and light among the nations, praying and laboring for the flourishing of the
communities where we dwell, acting as agents of your forgiveness, salvation,
healing, reconciliation, and hope, in the very midst of an often-troubled world.
And in these holy vocations you have not left us helpless,

People: O Lord, because you have not left us at all. Your Spirit remains among us.

Inhabit now your church, O Spirit of the Risen Christ. Unite and equip your people for
the work before them.

PLEASE BE SEATED.



LESSON: KIM HALL
"THE FIRST WORD"

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

And God spoke all these words: “l am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt,
out of the land of slavery.

You shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.

You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for | the Lord your God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who
love me and keep my commandments.

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him
guiltless who takes his name in vain.

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
Lord your God.

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the
Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or

his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your
neighbor's. 2



THE HOUSEHOLD OF PRIDE
“REBEL SONS’

LORD OF THE HOUSE:

The Devil - “the ‘Father of Lies’; who was a ‘Murderer from the start” (Jn 8:44)
Also known as: the Prince of the power of the air (Eph 2:2); the god of this
world (2 Cor. 4:4); Baal-zebub (Mk 4); King of the Bottomless Pit; the Angel of
the Abyss; Abbadon - the Destroyer (Rev. 9:11)

Life in a household ruled by a rebellious and proud false god (idol):

seeking the approval of man over the approval of God (Gal. 1:10)believe +
pledge their allegiance to a different gospel (Gal. 1:9)

covetous of what they do not have - which is idolatry. (Eph. 5:5; Is. 45:9-
11)each one plots and schemes how to get what they don’t have and most
want.

all are sick, needing a physician (Mark 2:17)

all are captives; slaves; “trapped in holes” (Is 42:22); and “prey” (Is. 49:24)

all are tossed to and fro; anchored to nothing; terrifiedall are ‘sons of
disobedience’ (Ephesians x4); children of wrath; ‘seed of the Serpent’all are
rebels; “will not walk in the way” and “will not obey” God's word. (Is. 42:24)
all are far off; cut off; alienated; no hope, and w/out God

each one “walks like a dead man”

the household of pride is marked by haughtiness, bitterness, pettiness, and
revenge

the family members wield words that are arrogant and contentious; speech
that maligns, impunes, and slander those lesser, weaker, and not of
importance

everyone is busy wasting time; producing unfruitful work; plotting and
scheming

everyone is clamoring, clamoring, clamoring..,

their understanding is darkened and their minds are dull; their consciences
are seared and unable to feel; they are stubborn of heart; closed off to new
things

they've been groomed and are now are greedy to practice sin

disordered sexual desires and practices; calling good evil and evil good.
crude; rude; drunk; threatening; power-hungry; they devise deeds done in
secret

dishonoring parents; demeaning and disrespecting their husbands and
wives; provoking their children to anger; belittling and frustrating
employees; canceling and shaming all who disagree...

Deaf - cannot hear. Blind - cannot see. Stubborn - refuse to move. False.

No discipline or instruction of children in the way they should go.

“No peace for the wicked (the proud and rebellious)” (Is. 48:22)



THE HOUSEHOLD OF FREEDOM
“LOYAL SONS’

THE FATHER: God - who created all things in heaven and on earth. “Who is like
Yahweh?”
THE LORD: Yeshua (Jesus Christ) - the faithful and begotten first-born Son.

Also known as:

o Israel's Redeemer; Holy One of Israel; King of Israel; LORD of hosts; Righteous
Judge; Deliverer; Savior; Sin-Bearer (Is. 43:25); the Rock of Ages; The Name above
all Names

Life in the household ruled by Yahweh and Yeshua:

‘Beloved children of light’

first-born sons; heirs to the kingdom; called by name; “precious in God's eyes;
honored; beloved” (Is. 43:4)

Formed by God in the womb; “carried by God from womb to old age” (Is. 46:3-4)"
I will contend with those who contend with you - and | will save your children” (IS.
49:25)

growing up into the image of the Father (imitators of God); children who walk in a
manner worthy of their Father's Name

The Father ‘teaches them to profit and leads them in the way they should go” (Is.
48:17)

Wedding guests (Mark 2)

wise; humble, and responsive to the Father’s instruction; receive it with joy (Mark
4:16)

patient; bearing with one another; kind to one another; tenderhearted

Able to stand firm; rooted; secure

speaking truth in love (X3); using speech that builds up

every member equipped for good work and honest labor

generous; quick to forgiving one another and pursue peace

submitting to one another (out of reverence to Christ)

marked by thankfulness; giving thanks always for everything

making good use of given time

pleased to discern God's will; eager to do what is pleasing to the LORD

respectful and gentle with one another; giving the benefit of the doubt

honoring parents; disciplining and instructing children in the way they should go
impartial and sincere; a “light to the nations” (Is. 49:6)

cheerful ambassadors of the mystery of the gospel, even while in chains.

All children have been given the power to plunder the strong man’s house (free
those wrongfully enslaved)”

grace be with all who love our LORD Jesus Christ with love incorruptible” (Eph. 6:23)



DECALOGUE

‘“NO OTHER GODS BEFORE MFE’

What is the test/proof that someone is a ‘real’ god?

"

How are idols described? What is it like to ‘walk in their way” and “sit at their seat

How is Yahweh in relationship with Israel, the nations, and ‘other gods? What
about Jesus?

What did it mean for someone to ‘be saved’ or found righteous’ in the Old
Testament? New Testament? What did it look like to live in the household of God -
then and now?

What is the mystery of the gospel that Paul feels called to boldly proclaim, even
though he is “an ambassador in chains”? Compare Paul's bondage to Legion's.

The First Word is political. To whom will we pay homage?

Reflection Questions:

e Who is your "target audience" each day? What is it you want them to
understand about you?

¢ Whose approval or disapproval informs the things you do and the way you live?

e Whatis it you want them to appreciate about you?

¢ Whose feedback has the power to move you and change your course? Whose
word has the ability to create 'something new' in your life, or have you walk in a
new or different way? Whose word promises to remove your ‘chains’?

¢ Whose opinion influences the way you work in this world? What is it that you
want them to respect about you?

¢ Whose word would you be willing to submit to, even if you didn't fully agree?

But for us, there is one God, and one LORD, Jesus Christ. (I Corinthians 8:6)

MAKER | DIVINE PARENT | SAVIOR | REDEEMER | SIN-BEARER (lamb) | KING |
LAWGIVER | JUDGE | SHEPHERD



NOTES:



3 : = e . U e W WE Isoune pueyEiy
Py SN0y £3.015 oML S - T i pue 13 E puno. sasnoy ol ueg
Shaiogs omy 2 " 7 £a00: seyadorron, iy oIS asow u... WAL MG e peten SPIEMOL OUPPAT O P Ayl awesaq
1 2040 D8 000'T1 u 10ds SR U Paas sdnoull Jaguny ueymey

" . " 3 ‘soo(l 0} se s ‘Iqope
E0W ¢ g PIPUNOLING BUam PuE AP BPEL SHENOY PUMG BUL 4
S BUIEIDG FEM 51 BPER pue w500y iy 8 000l auo ys1y Ay ‘oyprIaf
AL ) AG PRIOAR) M DU Apriu U Wo s anouss un 0f "M yILq kep
EALY UTPIOT YL Bupiuaaad pue yooo o) paEn SucnEpUnGy Juoys pey Layy
puelynos asenbs axaw £ ¢ FENoH “Apoysyy uy K33 150y 4 pasapisuod 5| 3 ‘Aep Juasasd
‘waysds jeues Syem e sem sy Lo :1a=.n.“_e_._uqaﬂc 243 01 dn ‘puE JoAD UMDUY A3 PAYIIIO) 1SIY B4 SEM SIY) ‘518K 000" URL) DIOW JO KIOISIY B YUM IUNISIed
2 ortd aurs Suipoasq dadys mgissod pue I “HURE ISIM ) U “DUDIIDN JO ISEI U SEA SILLL "SI 5] PUNCIE S|IEM BA12105d PING 01 SIURIGEYU) JY)
SR PRIRAIING JO SHEIPIAB 5] iYL 3@ Aimauas yi6 sy uy Pa210j puE saquU) Npewou ) jo paaull papenie sap Supysunoy jo yiream ayy ~siapes sisaud ‘suesyay
SN0y papunoy-a1 2q 03 9@ 005k Aq pakonsap “sBupyy J910 0} SL) Y3 DIOADP OF SapAROe [Ranynosae ynb uopendod ay) jo wed Jey Juesw
sem A1 g spacoay [exgBojoaypue o) Bujpioory sasnydans pooy Bupods jo Aypaqussed ayy “puedxa o) adeds asow pasnbas kau pue xaqdusod asow
SI 51 15E] 18 PAINAS saLup snopofl 150w 53] 0) OLPRAF YOO PUr ANy Buyuueid uegun pue auNPRIYYIIE YL dpEW sy “pase.nu; suonendod sayp se 9E3)q MuEaq sumoy
uasas asam Ly -3@ ool A yilyw ¥ euiiiso ) paqiosqe adoad sy Buuued asnoy uy

Rt (i —. oOYOLId[ JUdaDUY
- -

GOEUIO SO0 asdeqjod pue L1095



COMPARATIVE STUDY : SHELLEY MALACHOWSKI
"ANCIENT JERICHO"

(please stand)

DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
(Words: Thomas Ken, Music: Louis Bourgeois)

BENEDICTION

Leader: O Lord, guide us waking and guard us sleeping; that awake we
may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace.

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior and friend; and
the love of God, binding us together and building us up, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit; knitting us together, be with us until we
meet again.

People: Amen.



These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. They
are set in the Revised Common Lectionary, a schedule of daily Bible reading in accord
with the Church year. They are designed around a two-year cycle that will take you
through the Old Testament once, the New Testament twice, and the Psalms
frequently. We are currently in the ™Year If cycle.

DAILY LECTIONARY

JAN 28-FEB 3
Sun, Jan 31
Thur, Jan 28 Ps.24 /84
Ps.50/118 John 7:14-31
Is. 49:13-23
Gal. 3:1-14 Mon, Feb 1
Mark 6:30-46 Ps. 56-57 / 64-65
Is.51:17-23
Fri, Jan 29 Gal. 4:1-11
Ps. 54 /51 Mark 7:24-37
Is. 50:1-11
Gal. 3:15-22 Tue, Feb 2
Mark 6:47-56 Ps. 61-62 /68
Is 52:1-12
Sat, Jan 30 Gal. 4:12-20
Ps.55/138-139 Mark 8:1-10
Is.51:1-8
Gal. 3:23-29 Wed, Feb 3
Mark 7:1-23 Ps.72/7119:73-96
Is. 54:1-17
Gal. 4:21-31

Mark 8:11-26



DAILY LECTIONARY MEDITATIONS

Attend:

Take a few moments to sit quietly and scan the events of the previous
day and the circumstances presented today. Pay attention to the inner
conversations and words, both said and unsaid, that have occupied
your heart and mind. Offer these cares to our Father, and in doing so,
make space for his life-giving word to you.

Meditate:

Carefully read or listen to the passages from the Old and New
Testaments.

What message is the author aiming to communicate?

What imagery does he use to convey his message?

What is God revealing or illuminating?

What questions do you have about either passage?

Why do you think these two texts were paired together in this season
of Epiphany?

What do these particular scriptures have to say to those who would
‘wear’ the name of Christ?

Respond:

Consider the concerns and the words you offered to the Father a few
minutes ago. How has his word been a light to your path and lamp to
your way? How are the Father and the Son worthy of your believing
loyalty, your affection, and your praise?

10



