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Ruidoso, New Mexico
Here lies

Johnny Yeast
Pardon me for not rising
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Georgia
I told you I was sick!
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Margaret Daniels, Richmond, Virginia
She always said her feet were killing her 

but nobody believed her

Uniontown, Pennsylvania
Here lies the body
of Jonathan Blake
Stepped on the gas
Instead of the brake

Harry Edsel Smith of Albany, New York
Born 1903 - Died 1942

Looked up the elevator shaft 
to see if the car was on the way down. 

It was.



Actual Epitaphs

Nantucket, Massachusetts (1880’s)
Under the sod and under the trees

lies the body of Jonathan Pease.
He is not here; there's only the pod.
Pease shelled out and went to God. 



Deuteronomy 34

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to
the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the Lord showed
him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all Naphtali, the land of
Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western
sea, 3 the Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho the
city of palm trees, as far as Zoar.
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Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to
the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the Lord showed
him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all Naphtali, the land of
Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western
sea, 3 the Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho the
city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4 And the LORD said to
him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’ I have let you see it with
your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” 5So Moses the servant
of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word
of the Lord,



• Aloneness of Death
• Not loneliness but aloneness.

• Nothing of this world goes with us.
• Moses was alone.
• Yet because of God’s Spirit, we’re not lonely.
• “I will never leave you,” says the Lord (Hebrews 13.5)



• Aloneness of Death
• Not loneliness but aloneness.

• Nothing of this world goes with us.
• Moses was alone.
• Yet because of God’s Spirit, we’re not lonely.
• “I will never leave you,” says the Lord (Hebrews 13.5)

• Security of Death
• Deuteronomy 34.5—Moses, the servant of the Lord, died
there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord

• Psalm 139.16—Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in
your book were written, every one of them, the days that
were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.

• Philippians 1:20-21—It is my eager expectation and
hope that…with full courage now as always Christ will be
honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.



Deuteronomy 34
6 and he [God] buried him [Moses] in the valley in the land of
Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place of his burial
to this day. 7Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was
undimmed, and his vigor unabated. 8And the people of Israel wept
for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of
weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. … 10And there has
not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom
the LORD knew face to face, 11none like him for all the signs and
the wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to
Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 12 and for all
the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did
in the sight of all Israel.
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6 and he [God] buried him [Moses] in the valley in the land of
Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place of his burial
to this day. 7Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was
undimmed, and his vigor unabated. 8And the people of Israel wept
for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of
weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. … 10And there has
not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom
the LORD knew face to face, 11none like him for all the signs and
the wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to
Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 12 and for all
the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did
in the sight of all Israel.

• We can let ourselves get old before we are old.

• Being old physically and spiritually don’t have to correlate.
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• We have a Call to Live Fully to the End

• Encouragement from 50+

• Momofuku Ando (61)—Ramen Cup Noodles
• Laura Ingalls Wilder (64)—began Little House series
• Colonel Sanders (65)—started KFC
• Noah Webster (70)—completed his 1st dictionary
• Cornelius Vanderbilt (70)—began buying railroads
• Peter Roget (73)—invented the Thesaurus
• Grandma Moses (76)—started painting
• Susan B. Anthony (80)—Int’l Woman Suffrage Alliance
• Christopher Plummer (82)—won his Oscar
• Pablo Picasso (87)—produced 347 engravings
• Clint Eastwood (89, now 91)—”Don’t Let the Old Man In”
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• We have a Call to Live Fully to the End

• Encouragement from God’s Word

2 Corinthians 3:7-9, 12-13, 18
If the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with
such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face
because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 8will
not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? 9 For if
there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry
of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. … 12Since we have
such a hope, we are very bold, 13not like Moses, who would put
a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the
outcome of what was being brought to an end…. 18And we all,
with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
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• We have a Call to Live Fully to the End

• Calls that Distract from living fully to the end

• I’m done—”Retirement Attitude”
• I’m empty—nothing left to contribute

• Calls that Help us live fully to the end

• Moving increasingly toward what’s Eternal

• People (of God)
• Word of God

• Nehemiah 8.10—the joy of the Lord is your strength
• Psalm 36.9—With You is the fountain of life
• Psalm 90.12—Teach us to number our days that we may
get a heart of wisdom



Q & A / Discussion

Prayer Requests

Next Class on 11/7/21 


