
VI. Resurrection of the Dead

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those
who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no
hope. 1 Thessalonians 4:13

     A. Is There Life after Death?

          1. Resurrection of the just and unjust

I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there
will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust. 

Acts 24:15

          2. Resurrection of life and condemnation

and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection
of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation. John 5:29

          3. God of the living

For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. But concerning
the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in
the burning bush passage, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He
is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living. You are
therefore greatly mistaken.” Mark 12:25-27

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. John 3:16

      B. Jesus was Raised from the Dead

But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the
place where they laid Him. Mark 16:6



that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
Romans 10:9-10

     C. What About Old Testament Believers?

          1. Looked ahead to the Messiah

By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 

Hebrews 11:24-26

          2. Went to Abraham's bosom 

So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to
Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23
And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Luke 16:22-23

          3. Were preached to by Jesus

Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also
first descended into the lower parts of the earth?  He who
descended is also the One who ascended far above all the
heavens, that He might fill all things. Ephesians 4:9-10

Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are
in the graves will hear His voice. John 5:28



          4. Were resurrected

Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split,  and the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His
resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.
Matthew 27:51-53

     D. What About New Testament Believers?

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23

          1. Spirit

For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be
clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, if indeed,
having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. For we who
are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be
unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed
up by life. Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God,
who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always
confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are
absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are
confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and
to be present with the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:1-8

Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead,
how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the
dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not
risen. And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and
your faith is also empty. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of
God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ,
whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 



 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is
not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then also
those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 
1 Corinthians 15:12-19

          2. Body

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man
came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But
each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His coming. 1 Corinthians 15:20-23

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those
who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say
to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who
are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the
Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
  

     E. Personal Stories of Life After Death

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the
body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know,
God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven.



     F. Biblical Examples of Raising the Dead

          1. Old Testament

               a. The widow's son of Zarephath 

Now it happened after these things that the son of the woman
who owned the house became sick. And his sickness was so
serious that there was no breath left in him. So she said to Elijah,
“What have I to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to
me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?” And he
said to her, “Give me your son.” So he took him out of her arms
and carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and
laid him on his own bed. Then he cried out to the Lord and said,
“O Lord my God, have You also brought tragedy on the widow
with whom I lodge, by killing her son?” And he stretched himself
out on the child three times, and cried out to the Lord and said, “O
Lord my God, I pray, let this child’s soul come back to him.” Then
the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came
back to him, and he revived. And Elijah took the child and
brought him down from the upper room into the house, and gave
him to his mother. And Elijah said, “See, your son lives!”
Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now by this I know that you are
a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is the
truth.” 1 Kings 17:17-24

               b. The Shunammite's son

When Elisha came into the house, there was the child, lying dead
on his bed. He went in therefore, shut the door behind the two of
them, and prayed to the Lord. And he went up and lay on the
child, and put his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his
hands on his hands; and he stretched himself out on the child, and
the flesh of the child became warm. 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us   Hebrews 12:1



He returned and walked back and forth in the house, and again
went up and stretched himself out on him; then the child sneezed
seven times, and the child opened his eyes.  2 Kings 4:32-35

               c. The man in Elisha's tomb

So it was, as they were burying a man, that suddenly they spied a
band of raiders; and they put the man in the tomb of Elisha; and
when the man was let down and touched the bones of Elisha, he
revived and stood on his feet. 2 Kings 13:21

          2. Two in Old Testament never experienced death

               a. Enoch

And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.
Genesis 5:24

               b. Elijah

Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a
chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two
of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And
Elisha saw it, and he cried out, “My father, my father, the chariot
of Israel and its horsemen!” So he saw him no more. And he took
hold of his own clothes and tore them into two pieces. 
2 Kings 2:11-12

          3. Jesus

               a. Jairus's daughter

Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, “Talitha,
cumi,” which is translated, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.”
Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve years
of age. And they were overcome with great amazement. But He
commanded them strictly that no one should know it, and said that
something should be given her to eat.  Mark 5:41-42



              b. The widow of Nain's son 

Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried
him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” So he
who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to
his mother. Luke 7:14-15

               c. Lazarus

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives
and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the
Son of God, who is to come into the world.”
 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come forth!” And he who had died came out bound hand
and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.” 
John 11:25-27, 43-45

               d. He commanded it

 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons.
Freely you have received, freely give. Matthew 10:8

          4. New Testament Believers

                a. Peter and Dorcas 

Then Peter arose and went with them. When he had come, they
brought him to the upper room. And all the widows stood by him
weeping, showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had
made while she was with them. But Peter put them all out, and
knelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha,
arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat
up. Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up; and when he had
called the saints and widows, he presented her alive. Acts 9:39-41)



              

               b. Paul and Eutychus
 And in a window sat a certain young man named Eutychus, who
was sinking into a deep sleep. He was overcome by sleep; and as
Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third story and
was taken up dead. But Paul went down, fell on him, and
embracing him said, “Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is in
him.” Now when he had come up, had broken bread and eaten, and
talked a long while, even till daybreak, he departed. And they
brought the young man in alive, and they were not a little
comforted. Acts 20:9-12


