
Sermon Intro: Review/Summarize

Gospel Giving○

Gospel Giving Proof of Gospel Living○

Grace Giving•

All Grace Abound to You  - Always Having All Sufficiency in All Things -
Abound to Every Good Work

○

Motivation, Incentive, Investment•

Increase the Fruits of Righteousness•

Sermon Preview:

○ Accusation because of no evidence of the blessing of God compared to others
Suffering of being accused of walking after the flesh•

Sermon:
(2 Corinthians 10:1-2)
Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in 
presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: But I beseech 
you, that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I 
think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we walked according to the 
flesh.

• "Now I Paul myself beseech you"

▪ Repeated in v2 in light of the meekness and gentleness of Christ and 
their gossip of Paul

○ Paul's beseeching doesn't come until the end of verse 2

○ Much setting up of their minds

▪ "by the meekness and gentleness of Christ"

- Bringing their mind straight to "suffering"
- The response in the midst of "suffering"

- Strength under control

- (Charles Smith, “Synonyms Discriminated,” pg. 454)
Meekness differs from mildness, gentleness, and softness, 
in being

- Romans 12:14-13:5 - meekness is not weakness

□ "meekness" - Softness of temper; mildness; forbearance under 
injuries and provocations

L22: 2 Corinthians 10:1-6 - Bringing Every Thought 
into Captivity
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in being
never applied, like them, to the deportment, but only to 
the temper or
character. But with the world at large it is not in favour; 
whence has
been imposed upon it the idea of excessive 
submissiveness, and an
absence of that “spirit” which more readily finds 
admiration. It may
be observed that meekness at least excludes obstinacy as 
well as
pride; while persons who have softness in manner are 
often found by
no means wanting in self-will. Meekness results from the 
absence of
arrogant self-will or self-assertion. It is the quality which 
meets not
violence with violence, or force with force, or clamour 
with
clamour, but endures provocation and submits to wrong.

- (George Crabb, “Crabb’s Synonymes,” pg. 359)
Meekness consists not only in an unresisting, but a 
forgiving temper,
a temper that is unruffled by injuries and provocations.

- The truth is—you can’t be meek unless you have a Just 
cause, and
a Just right to expend authority or power!

- And therefore, you’ve got a Just cause/right to seek 
retribution or to
seek recompense or to seek Justice.

- In other words—meekness is NOT the unwillingness to 
do
something like that—rather, meekness is the containment
within yourself of your “rights” to redress something
because you would rather pursue a course that, for some
reason, is more important and more meaningful to you!
(That’s why you’re “meek”!)

□ "gentleness" - softness of manners; mildness of temper; sweetness 
of disposition

▪ "who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold 
toward you:"

□ "wherewith I think to be bold against some"
▪ "that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence"
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□ "wherewith I think to be bold against some"

- 2 Cor. 3:1-5
- 2 Cor. 2:14-17

- Paul is confident in the authority given to him even in the 
midst of the accusations.

• "which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh."

○ Certain thinking toward Paul that is a slam toward him

▪ Implication - what they are experiencing and going through is due to 
God's curse upon them, or lack of God's blessing compared to others.

○ "walked according to the flesh."

(2 Corinthians 10:3)
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

○ Faithful obedience of sharing the truth
• Point to where the sufferings are coming from

○ Not "according to the flesh", but "in the flesh"
• "for though we walk in the flesh"

• "we do not war after the flesh:"

○ What is taking place? The Corinthians look at Paul, they here what he is 
going through, the judge the appearance, they judge the appearance of others 
and accuse him of walking according to the flesh.

▪ Carnal investment for spiritual gain.
▪ Spiritual war that has carnal loss.

○ Rather, Paul has been and is waging war and this war isn't after the flesh.  
The war is on a spiritual level that has physical consequences.

▪ Romans 12:14-21
▪ Romans 13:11-14
▪ 1 Cor. 4:8-13 

○ Romans 8:31-37

(2 Corinthians 10:4)
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds;)

• "weapons" - Any instrument of offense; any thing used or designed to be used in 
destroying or annoying an enemy.

• "our warfare" - 1 Tim. 18-20; 2 Tim. 2:1-5
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• "our warfare" - 1 Tim. 18-20; 2 Tim. 2:1-5

▪ It isn't that every suffering ministry is warring properly, but in the case 
of Paul it was.

▪ Yet, when you are warring it isn't appearance wise what the Corinthians 
were judging

○ What is the implication of these others? - They aren't warring!

• "are not carnal" - the suffering experienced is coming from the spiritual warfare 
and it has carnal consequences

○ Eph. 1:19-23; Eph. 6:10-20

▪ 1 Cor. 1:26-27; 

○ Col. 1:11

○ 2 Cor. 12:12, 13:3

• "but mighty through God" - God's Word, God's thoughts, deeds

○ Pulling down - "destruction" (2 Cor. 10:8)

□ Not only do we have sufficiency in all things, but we have power to 
pull down strong holds of others in all things.

▪ Romans 1 - "in all things"

○ Strong holds - that which is used to fortify

• "to the pulling down of strong holds; 

(2 Corinthians 10:5)
Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ;

• "casting down imaginations"

○ Destroy, pull down, put down

○ "imaginations" - The power or faculty of the mind by which it conceives and 
forms ideas of things communicated to it by the organs of sense.  Conception; 
image in the mind; idea.  Conceit; an unsolid or fanciful opinion.

• "and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God"

▪ Pull down
▪ Cast down

○ These strong holds are that which seemly are "higher" and they are 
inconsistent with the basis creature to Creator relationship and His things -
thus everything that is "against" what He has provided we are to,

○ "exalteth itself" for it is separated from and against God

• "and bringing into captivity every thought"
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▪ No longer held captive by it, but rather you have brought it captive

○ "captivity" - Subjection; a state of being under control.

○ "every thought" - God's weapons are thought for thought, never a thought of 
God toward all other thoughts.

• "to the obedience of Christ"

○ Compliance with the mind of Christ taught and prescribed

(2 Corinthians 10:6)
And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is 
fulfilled.

"And having in a readiness to revenge"•

○ Readiness of mind in chapter 8

○ "to revenge" - to go to war and inflict pain or injury to those thoughts by no 
longer holding them, but by tearing them down in others

▪ Mixed with the "meekness and gentleness of Christ"

○ Romans 13 to Ephesians 4

"when your obedience is fulfilled."•

○ Paul actions in view of the Corinthians response
○ Realize the warfare, identify the strong holds, cast them down, then enter the 

warfare, and revenge

Sermon Conclusion: Review/Summarize
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