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Luke 17:1-10 
And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the 
one through whom they come! It would be better for him if a millstone were 
hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one 
of these little ones to sin. Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke 
him, and if he repents, forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the 
day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” The 
apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had faith 
like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. “Will any one of you who has a servant 
plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come 
at once and recline at table’? Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for 
me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you 
will eat and drink’? Does he thank the servant because he did what was 
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, 
say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’” 
 
Luke 17:1-4 
And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the 
one through whom they come! It would be better for him if a millstone were 
hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one 
of these little ones to sin. Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke 
him, and if he repents, forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the 
day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” 
 
I. Jesus prescribes the grace of forgiveness to lift the weight of sin.    
 
A. Our sin is predictable. (1-2)  
 
“Temptations” - “Stumbling blocks”  
 
B. Our rebuke is essential. (3) 
 



 

Sin > Rebuke > Repentance > Forgiveness  
 
C. Our forgiveness is habitual. (3b-4) 
  
Luke 17:5-10  
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had 
faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. “Will any one of you 
who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from 
the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? Will he not rather say to him, 
‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, 
and afterward you will eat and drink’? Does he thank the servant because he did 
what was commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were 
commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our 
duty.’” 
 
II. Jesus describes the power of faithfulness as humble obedience. (5-10) 
 
HI: Followers of Jesus faithfully serve and freely forgive.  
 
Luke 23:33-35 
And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, 
and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. And Jesus said, "Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do." And they cast lots to divide his 
garments. And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, 
saying, "He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his 
Chosen One!"  
 
HI: Followers of Jesus faithfully serve and freely forgive.  
 
Acts 7:59-8:2 
And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul approved of his 
execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 



 

Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great 
lamentation over him. 
 
Acts 8:1-2 
And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great 
persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men 
buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him.   
 
HI: Followers of Jesus faithfully serve and freely forgive. 


