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Luke 18:1-8

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not
lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God
nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him
and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but
afterward he said to himself, ‘Though | neither fear God nor respect man, yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, | will give her justice, so that she will not
beat me down by her continual coming.”” And the Lord said, “Hear what the
unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him
day and night? Will he delay long over them? | tell you, he will give justice to them
speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"

I. You ought always to pray and not lose heart.

Luke 18:2-5

He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected
man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give
me justice against my adversary.” For a while he refused, but afterward he said to
himself, ‘Though | neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, | will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by
her continual coming.””

2 Chronicles 19:6-7

"Consider what you do, for you judge not for man but for the LORD. He is with you
in giving judgment. Now then, let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Be careful
what you do, for there is no injustice with the LORD our God, or partiality or taking
bribes."

Deuteronomy 27:19
“Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless,
and the widow.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”



“Beat me down” = “blacken my eye”

Luke 18:6-8

And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God give
justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? |
tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.

Il. God hears our cries for justice, and he alone delivers us.
If an unjust judge will be just, how much more a faithful Father?

Deuteronomy 32:4
"The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness
and without iniquity, just and upright is he.

Isaiah 30:18

Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to
show mercy to you. For the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who
wait for him.

Romans 2:11
For God shows no partiality.

Justice: to set things right; to vindicate; to give someone what is due to them—
what they have earned and deserve.

“His elect” — God’s chosen ones. Those God saves. His children.

1 Peter 2:9-10

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.

HI: Direct your cry to the only one who can truly answer, “Justice!”



Luke 18:8b
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"

lll. Will you pray with endurance until Christ’s appearance?
1) Stand persistent in the face of injustice
2) Pray with patience in your perseverance

Hebrews 4:14, 16

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession...Let us then with confidence
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.

Hebrews 7:25
Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

3) Live with focus on the source of our deliverance

“This means that the Christian community lives out its election under the sign of
the cross: in the absence of God and in social poverty.” - Francois Bovon

Revelation 19:11-16

Then | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes
are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name
written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood,
and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven,
arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From
his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will
rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath
of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of
kings and Lord of lords.



HI: Direct your cry to the only one who can truly answer, “Justice!”



