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Luke 16:14-31 
The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 
And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows 
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. “The 
Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God 
is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. But it is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void. “Everyone who divorces his wife 
and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from her 
husband commits adultery. “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man 
named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich 
man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and 
was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, and 
in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at 
his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip 
the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ But 
Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and 
Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 
And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that 
those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from 
there to us.’ And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— for 
I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 
And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they 
be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” 
 
Luke 16:14-18 
The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 
And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows 
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. “The 
Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God 
is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. But it is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away than for one dot of the Law to become void. “Everyone who divorces his wife 
and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from her 
husband commits adultery. 



 
I. The Good News Calls for an Urgent Response 
 
Luke 16:15  
And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows 
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. 
 
Luke 16:16 
“The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of 
God is preached, and everyone forces his way into it.” 

Luke 14:23 
“Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may 
be filled.” 
 
Luke 16:17-18 
“But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the Law to 
become void. Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, 
and he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.” 
 
II. The Good News Warns Against a Permanent Chasm 
 
Luke 16:19-22 
“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered 
with sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, 
even the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the 
angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, 
 
Warning #1: Worldly Positions do not Reflect Kingdom Reality. 
 
Warning #2: The chasm will exist and it will be deserved. 
 
Luke 16:23-26 
and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and 
Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in 
this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your 
good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been 
fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none 



may cross from there to us.’ 
 
Warning #3: The children of wrath reject the good news. 
 
Luke 16:27-31 
And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— for I have five 
brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 
But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And he 
said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they 
be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’ ” 
 
Ephesians 2:1-3 
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind.” 
 
Main Idea: The Good News Saves From a Just Fate. 
 
Ephesians 2:4-7 
“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 


