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Psalm 2:1-12  
   
Psalm 2:1 
Why do the na?ons rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his 
Anointed, saying, "Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from 
us." 

I. The na?on’s rage. (1-3)  

A. They furiously plot a fu?le rebellion. (1-2)     

B. They confess their obsession with a fatal progression. (3) 

Psalm 2:4-6 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will 
speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, "As for me, I have 
set my King on Zion, my holy hill." 

II. The Lord replies. (4-6) 

A. The Lord meets empty rhetoric with open rebuke. (4-5) 

B. The Lord acts conclusively as he sets His King. (6)  

“The king of Israel is important preeminently because he gives visible expression 
to the presence and protec?on of the invisible God among His people.” - Robert 
Godfrey, Learning to Love the Psalms  

Psalm 2:7-9 
I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, "You are my Son; today I have 
begoaen you. Ask of me, and I will make the na?ons your heritage, and the ends 



of the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash 
them in pieces like a poaer's vessel." 

III. The King reigns. (7-9)  

A. He is iden?fied as the Son. (7) 

Acts 4:24-28 
“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything 
in them, who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the 
Holy Spirit, “‘Why did the Gen?les rage, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of 
the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord 
and against his Anointed’ — for truly in this city there were gathered together 
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pon?us 
Pilate, along with the Gen?les and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand 
and your plan had predes?ned to take place.   

“Decree” = authorita?ve rule, that which is established and definite  

B. Jesus inherits the na?ons. (8) 

C. Jesus is installed to rule. (9)   

Psalm 2:10-12  
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD 
with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish 
in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
  
HI: There is no refuge from Jesus, only in Jesus.  

IV. The offer stands. (10-12)  

Romans 4:5 
And to the one who does not work but believes in him who jus?fies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted as righteousness.  



Proverbs 1:7 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.   

Hosea 11:1-4 
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. The more 
they were called, the more they went away; they kept sacrificing to the Baals and 
burning offerings to idols. Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk; I took them up 
by their arms, but they did not know that I healed them. I led them with cords of 
kindness, with the bands of love, and I became to them as one who eases the 
yoke on their jaws, and I bent down to them and fed them.


