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Psalm 5:1-12 
Give ear to my words, O Lord; consider my groaning. Give attention to the sound 
of my cry, my King and my God, for to you do I pray. O Lord, in the morning you 
hear my voice; in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. For you are 
not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. The boastful 
shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. You destroy those who 
speak lies; the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. But I, through the 
abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. I will bow down toward 
your holy temple in the fear of you. Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness 
because of my enemies; make your way straight before me. For there is no truth 
in their mouth; their inmost self is destruction; their throat is an open grave; they 
flatter with their tongue. Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their 
own counsels; because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, 
for they have rebelled against you. But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let 
them ever sing for joy, and spread your protection over them, that those who 
love your name may exult in you. For you bless the righteous, O Lord; you cover 
him with favor as with a shield. 
 
Psalm 5:1-3 
Give ear to my words, O Lord; consider my groaning. Give attention to the sound 
of my cry, my King and my God, for to you do I pray. O Lord, in the morning you 
hear my voice; in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. 
 
I. Through prayer, the distressed can become the expectant. (vv. 1-3) 
 
“Let us cultivate the spirit of prayer which is even better than the habit of prayer. 
There may be seeming prayer where there is little devotion. We should begin to 
pray before we kneel down, and we should not cease when we rise up.” – Charles 
Spurgeon 
 
Psalm 5:4-8 
For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. 
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. You destroy 
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those who speak lies; the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. But I, 
through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. I will bow 
down toward your holy temple in the fear of you. Lead me, O Lord, in your 
righteousness because of my enemies; make your way straight before me. 
 
II. God and evil are incompatible, but access to God is available. (vv. 4-8) 
 
A) Relation with God 
 

Psalm 5:4, 7a 
For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with 
you . . . But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your 
house. 

 
B) Response to God 
 

Psalm 5:5, 7b 
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers . . . I 
will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you. 

 
C) Reaction from God 
 

Psalm 5:6, 8 
You destroy those who speak lies; the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and 
deceitful man . . . Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness because of my 
enemies; make your way straight before me. 

 
Romans 3:21-25a 
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
 
HI: God is a refuge for the righteous and an enemy to the evildoer. 
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Psalm 5:9-12 
For there is no truth in their mouth; their inmost self is destruction; their throat is 
an open grave; they flatter with their tongue. Make them bear their guilt, O God; 
let them fall by their own counsels; because of the abundance of their 
transgressions cast them out, for they have rebelled against you. But let all who 
take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, and spread your protection 
over them, that those who love your name may exult in you. For you bless the 
righteous, O Lord; you cover him with favor as with a shield. 
 
III. Wickedness leads to destruction, but righteousness leads to preservation. 
(vv. 9-12) 
 
A) Their Words 
 

Psalm 5:9, 11a 
For there is no truth in their mouth; their inmost self is destruction; their 
throat is an open grave; they flatter with their tongue . . . But let all who 
take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, 

 
B) God’s Work 
 

Psalm 5:10, 11b-12 
Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; 
because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, for they 
have rebelled against you . . . and spread your protection over them, that 
those who love your name may exult in you. For you bless the righteous, O 
Lord; you cover him with favor as with a shield. 

 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived 
in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
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have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by 
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 
HI: God is a refuge for the righteous and an enemy to the evildoer. 


