
1 Samuel 10:17-11:15 

1 Samuel 10:17-11:15 
17 Now Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah. 18 And he said to the 
people of Israel, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, !I brought up Israel out of Egypt, 
and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all the kingdoms 
that were oppressing you.’ 19 But today you have rejected your God, who saves you from 
all your calamities and your distresses, and you have said to him, !Set a king over us."#
Now therefore present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by your thousands.” 
20 Then Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken 
by lot. 21 He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its clans, and the clan of the Matrites 
was taken by lot; and Saul the son of Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought him, he 
could not be found. 22 So they inquired again of the Lord, $Is there a man still to come?” 
and the Lord said, $Behold, he has hidden himself among the baggage.” 23 Then they ran 
and took him from there. And when he stood among the people, he was taller than any of 
the people from his shoulders upward. 24 And Samuel said to all the people, $Do you see 
him whom the Lord has chosen? There is none like him among all the people.” And all the 
people shouted, “Long live the king!” 
25 Then Samuel told the people the rights and duties of the kingship, and he wrote them 
in a book and laid it up before the Lord. Then Samuel sent all the people away, each one 
to his home. 26 Saul also went to his home at Gibeah, and with him went men of valor 
whose hearts God had touched. 27 But some worthless fellows said, $How can this man 
save us?” And they despised him and brought him no present. But he held his peace. 

1 Then Nahash the Ammonite went up and besieged Jabesh-gilead, and all the men of 
Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make a treaty with us, and we will serve you.” 2 But Nahash the 
Ammonite said to them, $On this condition I will make a treaty with you, that I gouge out 
all your right eyes, and thus bring disgrace on all Israel.” 3 The elders of Jabesh said to 
him, $Give us seven days' respite that we may send messengers through all the territory 
of Israel. Then, if there is no one to save us, we will give ourselves up to you.” 4 When the 
messengers came to Gibeah of Saul, they reported the matter in the ears of the 
people, and all the people wept aloud. 
5 Now, behold, Saul was coming from the field behind the oxen. And Saul said, $What is 
wrong with the people, that they are weeping?” So they told him the news of the men of 
Jabesh. 6 And the Spirit of God rushed upon Saul when he heard these words, and his 
anger was greatly kindled. 7 He took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces and sent 
them throughout all the territory of Israel by the hand of the messengers, 
saying, “Whoever does not come out after Saul and Samuel, so shall it be done to his 
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oxen!” Then the dread of the Lord fell upon the people, and they came out as one 
man. 8 When he mustered them at Bezek, the people of Israel were three hundred 
thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thousand. 9 And they said to the messengers who 
had come, $Thus shall you say to the men of Jabesh-gilead: !Tomorrow, by the time the 
sun is hot, you shall have salvation.’” When the messengers came and told the men of 
Jabesh, they were glad. 10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, “Tomorrow we will give 
ourselves up to you, and you may do to us whatever seems good to you.” 11 And the next 
day Saul put the people in three companies. And they came into the midst of the camp in 
the morning watch and struck down the Ammonites until the heat of the day. And those 
who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left together. 
12 Then the people said to Samuel, “Who is it that said, !Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring 
the men, that we may put them to death.” 13 But Saul said, “Not a man shall be put to 
death this day, for today the Lord has worked salvation in Israel.” 14 Then Samuel said to 
the people, $Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the kingdom.” 15 So all the people 
went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they 
sacrificed peace offerings before the Lord, and there Saul and all the men of Israel 
rejoiced greatly. 

To demand a king is to defy God. 

Because it’s human nature to trust in shiny things we can see than the all-powerful 
God we can not. 

1) Put others on the throne.  
1) We put politicians on the throne 
2) We put news outlets on the throne 
3) We put marketers on the throne 

2) Put ourselves on the throne.  

To demand a king is to defy God, whether you put someone else on the throne or 
yourself. But like Fausto, to turn our backs on God brings judgment.  

 
Our defiance brings God’s judgment (10:19b-21b) 

READ: 10:19b-21b 

Our defiance doesn’t remove our dependence (10:21c-24) 
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READ: 10:21c-24 

Our defiance prompts God’s kindness (10:25-27) 

READ: 10:25-27 

God’s kindness is seen in two ways. First, in verse 25, Samuel reads the rights and duties 
of kingship. It’s likely that Samuel read something like what we see in Deut 17. 

READ: Deut. 17:16-20 
16 Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to 
Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the Lord has said to you,%!You shall never 
return that way again.’ 17 And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart 
turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold. 
18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a 
copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall 
read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God by keeping all 
the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his heart may not be 
lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, 
either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and 
his children, in Israel. 

Despite our defiance, God graciously brings deliverance (11:1-15) 

READ: 11:1-4 

READ: 11:5-13 

God delivers his people through a Spirit-empowered king. 

READ 2 Cor. 4:3-4  
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

Renew allegiance to our king (11:14-15) 

READ: 11:14-15
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