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Luke 1:1-4 
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have 
been accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it seemed 
good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an 
orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty 
concerning the things you have been taught. 
 
Luke 18:15-34 
Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when 
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, "Let 
the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it." And a ruler asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No 
one is good except God alone. You know the commandments: 'Do not commit 
adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your 
father and mother.'" And he said, "All these I have kept from my youth." When 
Jesus heard this, he said to him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and 
distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
me." But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely 
rich. Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, "How difficult it is for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God." 
Those who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" But he said, "What is 
impossible with man is possible with God." And Peter said, "See, we have left our 
homes and followed you." And he said to them, "Truly, I say to you, there is no 
one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of 
the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times more in this time, and in 
the age to come eternal life." And taking the twelve, he said to them, "See, we are 
going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the 
prophets will be accomplished. For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and 
will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. And after flogging him, they 



  

will kill him, and on the third day he will rise." But they understood none of these 
things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said. 
 
Main Idea: To receive eternal life, you must depend on Christ.   
 
3 terms that are synonymous here:  
“Kingdom of God” (vv. 16, 17, 24, 25, 29)   
“Eternal Life” (v. 18, 30)  
“Be saved” (v. 26) 
  
Luke 18:15-17 
Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when 
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, "Let 
the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it." 
 
I. His kingdom is received by the dependent.   
 
A. This king welcomes children. (15-16)  
 
B. Children welcome this kingdom. (17)  
 
Main Idea: To receive eternal life, you must depend on Christ.   
 
Luke 18:18-27 
And a ruler asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" And 
Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 
You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.'" And he said, "All 
these I have kept from my youth." When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "One 
thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." But when he heard these things, 
he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. Jesus, seeing that he had become 
sad, said, "How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of 
God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 



  

person to enter the kingdom of God." Those who heard it said, "Then who can be 
saved?" But he said, "What is impossible with man is possible with God." 
 
II. His kingdom is rejected by the self-sufficient.   
 
A. This rich man sought a salvation he could not earn. (18-23) 
 
B. This king warned of a trap we should not ignore. (24-27)  
 
“Lepers and blind people want to be set free from that which inhibits them, rich 
people usually do not.” - Mark Allan Powell  
 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 
As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous 
and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation 
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 
 
Main Idea: To receive eternal life, you must depend on Christ.   
 
Luke 18:28-34 
And Peter said, “See, we have left our homes and followed you.” And he said to 
them, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers 
or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive 
many times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.” And taking the 
twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that 
is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will 
be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and 
spit upon. And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will 
rise.” But they understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from 
them, and they did not grasp what was said. 
 
III. His kingdom is established on a cross. (28-34) 
 
A. His disciples left all to follow him. (28-30) 
 



  

B. He was leading them through Jerusalem. (31-33) 
 
Main Idea: To receive eternal life, you must depend on Christ.   
 
 


