
Series: Daniel: Life in Exile  
Title: The Writing Is On The Wall 
 
Text: Daniel 5:1 
 
Read Daniel 5:2-9 
 

1. King Belshazzar worships created things instead of the Creator 
and sees the handwriting on the wall (vv. 1-17) 

 
Daniel 1:1-2 - In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And 
the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the 
vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to 
the house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. 
 
Romans 1:21-25 - 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as 
God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal 
man and birds and animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God gave them 
up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie 
and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen. 
 
Read vv. 5-9 
 
Read vv. 10-17 
 

2. Daniel shows Belshazzar that he has not learned from his father’s 
mistakes and it will cost him everything (vv. 18-31) 

 
Read vv. 18-21 
 
Read vv. 22-23 
 



Read vv. 24-31 
 
Mene, Mene, tekel, parsin – “Counted, counted, found wanting, divided.” 
 
Quote – Iain Duguid – “Belshazzar’s party is thus exposed as the ultimate 
act of folly: he was feasting on the brink of the grave and celebrating on the 
edge of extinction, and he never even knew it.” 
 
Luke 12:16-21 - 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich 
man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I 
have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and 
my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! 
This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is 
not rich toward God.” 
 
Romans 1:18 - 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness 
suppress the truth. 
 
Main Idea:  God removes kings and sets up kings. 
 
Isaiah 11:1-2 -  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  
 2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,  
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the Spirit of counsel and might,  
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 
Luke 4:18-20 - 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
because he has anointed me  
to proclaim good news to the poor.  
 He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives  
and recovering of sight to the blind,  
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,  



 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 
And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to 
say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
Main Idea:  God removes kings and sets up kings. 
 
 
 


