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“Whether we realize it or not, we all give someone or something the last word – 
our parents, our culture, our community, our feelings, the government, peer-
reviewed journals, opinion polls, impressions, or a holy book. We all have 
someone or something that we turn to as the final arbiter of truth claims.” – Kevin 
DeYoung 
 
Main Idea: Jesus gets the last word.   
 
Luke 20:1-8 
One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the 
gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up and said to him, 
“Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this 
authority.” He answered them, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, was 
the baptism of John from heaven or from man?” And they discussed it with one 
another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe 
him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ all the people will stone us to death, for they are 
convinced that John was a prophet.” So they answered that they did not know 
where it came from. And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things.” 
 
I. Jesus teaches and preaches the good news with authority (vv. 1, 8) 
 
Luke 18:31-33 
And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be 
accomplished. For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked 
and shamefully treated and spit upon. And after flogging him, they will kill him, 
and on the third day he will rise.” 
 
Main Idea: Jesus gets the last word.   
 
Luke 9:35-36 



And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen 
to him!” And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept 
silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.  
 
Main Idea: Jesus gets the last word.   
 
Philippians 2:6-11 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Main Idea: Jesus gets the last word.   
 
II. The religious leaders reject the facts because of the effects (vv. 2-7) 
 
Luke 19:47-48 
And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the 
principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, but they did not find 
anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words. 
 
Luke 20:3 
He answered them, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me... 
 
Luke 3:15-16 
As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, 
“I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 
 
Luke 3:21-22 



Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized 
and was praying, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him 
in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Main Idea: Jesus gets the last word.  


