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Genesis 4:17-26 
Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. When he built a city, 
he called the name of the city after the name of his son, Enoch. To Enoch was 
born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered Methushael, 
and Methushael fathered Lamech. And Lamech took two wives. The name of 
the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. Adah bore Jabal; he was 
the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. His brother’s name 
was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. Zillah 
also bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. 
The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. Lamech said to his wives: “Adah and 
Zillah, hear my voice; you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say: I have 
killed a man for wounding me, a young man for striking me. If Cain’s 
revenge is sevenfold, then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.” And Adam knew 
his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, 
“God has appointed for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed 
him.” To Seth also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh. At that 
time people began to call upon the name of the LORD. 
 
I. The curse of sin is passed down from generation to generation (vv. 17-24) 
 
Genesis 2:24 
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh 
 
“Lamech’s taunt-song reveals the swift progress of sin. Where Cain had 
succumbed to it, Lamech exults in it; where Cain had sought protection, 
Lamech looks around for provocation: the savage disproportion of killing a 
mere lad for a mere wound is the whole point of his boast.” – Derek Kidner 
 
I. The curse of sin is passed down from generation to generation (vv. 17-24) 
 
Romans 1:28-32 



And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a 
debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all 
manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 
foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they know God’s righteous 
decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do 
them but give approval to those who practice them.  
 
IMAGE: Google search - “Why is the world so…evil, broken, crazy, messed 
up, etc.” 
 
I. The curse of sin is passed down from generation to generation (vv. 17-24) 
 
1 John 1:8 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
 
II. Mankind’s sin cannot void God’s purpose and plan (vv. 25-26) 
 
Genesis 3:15 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and her offspring…  
 
II. Mankind’s sin cannot void God’s purpose and plan (vv. 25-26)  
 
Genesis 3:15 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  
 
Luke 3:23, 38 
Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the 
son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli . . . the son of Enos, the son 
of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-3 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the 



air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom 
we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind. 
 
Hebrews 2:14-15 
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who 
has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through 
fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 
 
II. Mankind’s sin cannot void God’s purpose and plan (vv. 25-26)  
 
Main Idea: God’s Word proves true.  


