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Series: 1 Samuel: Harp and Spear: A Tale of Two Kings II  

Text: 1 Samuel 14:1-52

HI: Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving.

Title: A Son’s Salvation

Hook: Snatch victory from the jaws of defeat

Date: 1.14.24 

Purpose: To call God’s people to courageous faith that rests in the saving power of 
Jesus. 

FCF: Like Saul, our sin often leads us to fearfully and selfishly harm others. Like 
Jonathan, the sin of those close to us can weigh us down or bring us pain. God’s 
grace meets us here as egregious sin becomes the context of His redemption. 

COR: The fog of war and compromise of political leaders can leave us, like the 
people in this text, faint. The circumstances we face can leave us exhausted and 
with a desire to be passive. The people are inspired by Jonathan’s courage and 
end up standing up for the truth, though their actions, like ours, are fickle 
throughout. It is noteworthy that what appears to be the case on the surface, is 
not necessarily true when seen with the perspective of history.

Witness of Christ [WC*]: Typology: Jonathan as a type of Christ. Rooted in the 
climactic scene of vv. 43-46; Jonathan is wrongfully condemned but rescued by 
the will of the people who recognize him as working with God to bring about their 
salvation. Jesus was also wrongfully condemned, but the people did not recognize 
him as God, who had come to work for their salvation. The people didn’t know 
what they were doing related to Christ, and Christ shows God’s grace in action on 
the cross as he prays, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
(Luke 23:24)

Apologetic: In a world of good leader and bad leaders, we long for a true leader. 
Who fits that description? Christ is a self-sacrificial savior in a world of selfish 
leaders. 

Text Tone: Exhort (vv. 1-23) and convict (vv. 24-52) 

Preaching Voice: Priestly (teaching)

Form: Inductive (though the actual HI appears in 14:6, it will be embedded late)

Call to Worship: Psalm 71:23

Benediction: In light of what Christ has done for us, let us “walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10)

Outline:
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I. The Lord’s promise to save inspires courageous faith. (1-23)

A. As Saul loiters, Jonathan leads. (1-15)

B. As Saul wavers, the Lord saves. (16-23) 


II. Confronted by the chaos of sin, God’s people choose redemption. (24-46)

A. Saul saddles victory with tragedy. (24-35)  


	 B. Saul is confused, but the truth is clear. (36-46)   

III. Surface-level success can mask underlying failure. (47-52)


A. Though Israel was a special people, Saul was a typical king. (47-54)


[Inductive preaching order]

A. As Saul loiters, Jonathan leads. (1-15)


I. The Lord’s promise to save inspires courageous faith. (1-23)

	 B. As Saul wavers, the Lord saves. (16-23)

	 A. Saul saddles victory with tragedy. (24-35)  

	 B. Saul is confused, but the truth is clear. (36-46)  

II. Confronted by the chaos of sin, God’s people choose redemption. (24-46)

	 A. Though Israel was a special people, Saul was a typical king. (47-54) 

III. Surface-level success can mask underlying failure. (47-52)


Main Idea:

Subject: The juxtaposition of faith-driven Jonathan and fear-saddled Saul

Complement: Jonathan trusts that the Lord will save his people despite every 
obstacle. 

Exegetical Idea: Jonathan acts in faith, unlike Saul who acts in fear, because he 
trusts that the Lord will save his people despite every obstacle. 

Theological Idea: God’s people should act in faith, knowing that no obstacle will 
hinder the Lord from saving his people.

Homiletical Idea: Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving.


Introduction:


READ 1 Samuel 14:1-15


One day Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young man who carried his armor, 
“Come, let us go over to the Philistine garrison on the other side.” But he did not 
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tell his father. 2 Saul was staying in the outskirts of Gibeah in the pomegranate 
cave at Migron. The people who were with him were about six hundred men, 
3 including Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod’s brother, son of Phinehas, son of Eli, 
the priest of the Lord in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the people did not know 
that Jonathan had gone. 4 Within the passes, by which Jonathan sought to go over 
to the Philistine garrison, there was a rocky crag on the one side and a rocky crag 
on the other side. The name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other 
Seneh. 5 The one crag rose on the north in front of Michmash, and the other on 
the south in front of Geba. 

6 Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, “Come, let us go over to 
the garrison of these uncircumcised. It may be that the Lord will work for us, for 
nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few.” 7 And his armor-
bearer said to him, “Do all that is in your heart. Do as you wish. Behold, I am with 
you heart and soul.” 8 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will cross over to the men, 
and we will show ourselves to them. 9 If they say to us, ‘Wait until we come to 
you,’ then we will stand still in our place, and we will not go up to them. 10 But if 
they say, ‘Come up to us,’ then we will go up, for the Lord has given them into our 
hand. And this shall be the sign to us.” 11 So both of them showed themselves to 
the garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said, “Look, Hebrews are coming 
out of the holes where they have hidden themselves.” 12 And the men of the 
garrison hailed Jonathan and his armor-bearer and said, “Come up to us, and we 
will show you a thing.” And Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Come up after me, 
for the Lord has given them into the hand of Israel.” 13 Then Jonathan climbed up 
on his hands and feet, and his armor-bearer after him. And they fell before 
Jonathan, and his armor-bearer killed them after him. 14 And that first strike, 
which Jonathan and his armor-bearer made, killed about twenty men within as it 
were half a furrow’s length in an acre of land. 15 And there was a panic in the 
camp, in the field, and among all the people. The garrison and even the raiders 
trembled, the earth quaked, and it became a very great panic. 


A. As Saul loiters, Jonathan leads. (1-15)


“Faith does not dictate to God, as if the Lord of hosts is its errand boy. Faith 
recognizes its degree of ignorance and knows it has not read a transcript of the 
divine decrees for most situations.” Dale Ralph Davis 
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I. The Lord’s promise to save inspires courageous faith. (1-23)


“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
Luke 12:32


READ 1 Samuel 14:16-23 


16 And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and behold, the 
multitude was dispersing here and there. 17 Then Saul said to the people who 
were with him, “Count and see who has gone from us.” And when they had 
counted, behold, Jonathan and his armor-bearer were not there. 18 So Saul said to 
Ahijah, “Bring the ark of God here.” For the ark of God went at that time with the 
people of Israel. 19 Now while Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult in the 
camp of the Philistines increased more and more. So Saul said to the priest, 
“Withdraw your hand.” 20 Then Saul and all the people who were with him rallied 
and went into the battle. And behold, every Philistine’s sword was against his 
fellow, and there was very great confusion. 21 Now the Hebrews who had been 
with the Philistines before that time and who had gone up with them into the 
camp, even they also turned to be with the Israelites who were with Saul and 
Jonathan. 22 Likewise, when all the men of Israel who had hidden themselves in 
the hill country of Ephraim heard that the Philistines were fleeing, they too 
followed hard after them in the battle. 23 So the Lord saved Israel that day. And the 
battle passed beyond Beth-aven. 


	 B. As Saul wavers, the Lord saves. (16-23)


READ 1 Samuel 14:24-35


READ 1 Samuel 14:24-35 

24 And the men of Israel had been hard pressed that day, so Saul had laid an oath 
on the people, saying, “Cursed be the man who eats food until it is evening and I 
am avenged on my enemies.” So none of the people had tasted food. 25 Now when 
all the people came to the forest, behold, there was honey on the ground. 26 And 
when the people entered the forest, behold, the honey was dropping, but no one 
put his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath. 27 But Jonathan had not 
heard his father charge the people with the oath, so he put out the tip of the staff 
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that was in his hand and dipped it in the honeycomb and put his hand to his 
mouth, and his eyes became bright. 28 Then one of the people said, “Your father 
strictly charged the people with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed be the man who eats 
food this day.’ ” And the people were faint. 29 Then Jonathan said, “My father has 
troubled the land. See how my eyes have become bright because I tasted a little of 
this honey. 30 How much better if the people had eaten freely today of the spoil of 
their enemies that they found. For now the defeat among the Philistines has not 
been great.” 

31 They struck down the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon. And the 
people were very faint. 32 The people pounced on the spoil and took sheep and 
oxen and calves and slaughtered them on the ground. And the people ate them 
with the blood. 33 Then they told Saul, “Behold, the people are sinning against the 
Lord by eating with the blood.” And he said, “You have dealt treacherously; roll a 
great stone to me here.” 34 And Saul said, “Disperse yourselves among the people 
and say to them, ‘Let every man bring his ox or his sheep and slaughter them here 
and eat, and do not sin against the Lord by eating with the blood.’ ” So every one 
of the people brought his ox with him that night and they slaughtered them there. 
35 And Saul built an altar to the Lord; it was the first altar that he built to the Lord. 


	 A. Saul saddles victory with tragedy. (24-35)  


READ 1 Samuel 14:36-42


36 Then Saul said, “Let us go down after the Philistines by night and plunder them 
until the morning light; let us not leave a man of them.” And they said, “Do 
whatever seems good to you.” But the priest said, “Let us draw near to God here.” 
37 And Saul inquired of God, “Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will you give 
them into the hand of Israel?” But he did not answer him that day. 38 And Saul 
said, “Come here, all you leaders of the people, and know and see how this sin 
has arisen today. 39 For as the Lord lives who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan 
my son, he shall surely die.” But there was not a man among all the people who 
answered him. 40 Then he said to all Israel, “You shall be on one side, and I and 
Jonathan my son will be on the other side.” And the people said to Saul, “Do what 
seems good to you.” 41 Therefore Saul said, “O Lord God of Israel, why have you 
not answered your servant this day? If this guilt is in me or in Jonathan my son, O 
Lord, God of Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel, give 
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Thummim.” And Jonathan and Saul were taken, but the people escaped. 42 Then 
Saul said, “Cast the lot between me and my son Jonathan.” And Jonathan was 
taken. 


	 B. Saul is confused, but the truth is clear. (36-42)  


READ 1 Samuel 14:43-46  
43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have done.” And Jonathan told 
him, “I tasted a little honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand. Here I 
am; I will die.” 44 And Saul said, “God do so to me and more also; you shall surely 
die, Jonathan.” 45 Then the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan die, who has 
worked this great salvation in Israel? Far from it! As the Lord lives, there shall not 
one hair of his head fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day.” So 
the people ransomed Jonathan, so that he did not die. 46 Then Saul went up from 
pursuing the Philistines, and the Philistines went to their own place.


II. Confronted by the chaos of sin, God’s people choose redemption. (24-46)


HI: Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving.


10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, John 1:10-12 


Conclusion:

READ 1 Samuel 14:47-52 

47 When Saul had taken the kingship over Israel, he fought against all his enemies 
on every side, against Moab, against the Ammonites, against Edom, against the 
kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines. Wherever he turned he routed them. 
48 And he did valiantly and struck the Amalekites and delivered Israel out of the 
hands of those who plundered them. 

49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malchi-shua. And the names of 
his two daughters were these: the name of the firstborn was Merab, and the 
name of the younger Michal. 50 And the name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam the 
daughter of Ahimaaz. And the name of the commander of his army was Abner the 
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son of Ner, Saul’s uncle. 51 Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Abner 
was the son of Abiel. 

52 There was hard fighting against the Philistines all the days of Saul. And when 
Saul saw any strong man, or any valiant man, he attached him to himself. 


III. Surface-level success can mask underlying failure. (47-52)


HI: Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving.



