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Luke 16:1-13 
He also said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. And he 
called him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the 
account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.' And the 
manager said to himself, 'What shall I do, since my master is taking the 
management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 
beg. I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, 
people may receive me into their houses.' So, summoning his master's debtors 
one by one, he said to the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' He said, 'A 
hundred measures of oil.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly and 
write fifty.' Then he said to another, 'And how much do you owe?' He said, 'A 
hundred measures of wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, and write eighty.' 
The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons 
of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons 
of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous 
wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. "One 
who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a 
very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not 
been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? 
No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money."  
 
I. It is cleverly dishonest to neglect responsibility to ensure your own security.  
 
Luke 16:1-8 
He also said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. And he 
called him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the 
account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.' And the 
manager said to himself, 'What shall I do, since my master is taking the 



 

management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 
beg. I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, 
people may receive me into their houses.' So, summoning his master's debtors 
one by one, he said to the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' He said, 'A 
hundred measures of oil.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly and 
write fifty.' Then he said to another, 'And how much do you owe?' He said, 'A 
hundred measures of wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, and write eighty.' 
The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons 
of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons 
of light.  
 
II. It is honestly foolish to grasp for security at the expense of all eternity.  
 
A. Word of an audit produces a panic. (1-2)  
B. He takes responsibility to ensure his own security. (3-4)  
C. He uses his master’s property to fortify his future. (5-8a)     
 
“Shrewd” – clever, wise 
 
I. It is cleverly dishonest to neglect responsibility to ensure your own security.  
 
“Sons of this world” = Nonbelievers  vs. “Sons of light” = Believers  
 
“The children of this world are wiser in temporal matters for their own self-
interest, than the children of God are in spiritual matters for their spiritual 
interests.” - Jonathan Edwards 
 
Luke 16:9-13 
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so 
that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. "One who is 
faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very 
little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not 
been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? 
No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money."  



 

 
II. It is honestly foolish to grasp for security at the expense of all eternity.  
 
A. Exchange your failing stock for the treasures of eternity. (9)  
 
“Manage your God-given resources in an others-focused way.” - Stephen Um 
 
HI: Your master holds your future. 
 
B. A faithful steward has an eternal perspective. (10-11) 
C. Your money management is God’s business. (12) 
 
Luke 6:38 
“Give and it will be given to you, crushed down, shaking together, running over, 
for with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 
 
Ephesians 1:11-14 
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so 
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In 
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee 
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 
D. You cannot serve God and money; choose wisely. (13) 
 
HI: Your master holds your future. 
 
Acts 4:33-35 
And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it 
was distributed to each as any had need. 


