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1 John 2:28-3:10

And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have 
confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. If you know that he is 
righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been 
born of him. See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will 
be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 
himself as he is pure. Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he appeared in order to take away 
sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no 
one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no 
one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for 
God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been 
born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the 
children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is 
the one who does not love his brother.


1 John 2:28-3:3

And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have 
confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. If you know that he is 
righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been 
born of him. See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will 
be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 
himself as he is pure.




I. The Father’s paternity is seen in those who abide in Christ. (vv. 28-3)


“If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and 
his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very 
well at all." – J.I. Packer


1 John 3:4-10

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him 
there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on 
sinning has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive 
you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. Whoever 
makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the 
devil. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in 
him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. By this it is 
evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does 
not love his brother.


II. The devil’s paternity is seen in the practicing of sin. (vv. 4-10)


Romans 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”


1 John 3:5-6

“You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 
No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has 
either seen him or known him.”


1 John 1:9

“he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”




HI: What you do reveals whose you are.


Before the Fall - able to sin, able not to sin

After the Fall - not able not to sin

Life in Christ - able not to sin

Eternity with Christ - unable to sin


HI: What you do reveals whose you are.


Ephesians 2:1-10

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived 
in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich 
in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not 
a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 
walk in them.


HI: What you do reveals whose you are.


