




WHAT DO 
CHRISTIANS 
BELIEVE?

THE APOSTLES’ CREED



The Apost les ’  Creed is  a  
summary of  the core bel iefs  of  

the Chr ist ian fa i th



My hope for this series…

1. You would gain confidence in WHAT you 
believe as a Christian

2. You would know WHY it matters
3. You would be EQUIPPED to detect false 

teaching



THE TRINITY
God eternally exists as one essence 
and three distinct persons: God the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. Each person is fully God, yet 

there is ONE God.



The Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit

1. The Father INITIATES salvation
2. The Son ACCOMPLISHES salvation
3. The Spirit APPLIES salvation



• J e s u s  a t t a i n e d  g o d h o o d  t h r o u g h  h i s  
e a r t h l y  l i f e ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  s h a r e  O N E  
E S S E N C E  w i t h  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  S p i r i t ,  
t h e n  y o u  b e l i e v e  w h a t  M o r m o n s  
b e l i e v e .

• J e s u s  w a s  a  p e r f e c t  m a n  w h o  w i l l  r e i g n  
o v e r  G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m ,  b u t  i s  n o t  w o r t h y  
o f  o u r  w o r s h i p  b e c a u s e  H e  i s  n o t  t h e  
s a m e  a s  A l m i g h t y  G o d ,  t h e n  y o u  b e l i e v e  
w h a t  J e h o v a h ’ s  W i t n e s s e s  b e l i e v e .

If you believe…



• J e s u s  w a s  s i m p l y  a  m i g h t y  p r o p h e t ,  b u t  
n o t  G o d ,  t h e n  y o u  b e l i e v e  w h a t  M u s l i m s  
b e l i e v e .

• J e s u s  i s  j u s t  a  g o o d  m o r a l  t e a c h e r ,  
t h e n  y o u  b e l i e v e  w h a t  m o s t  n o n -
b e l i e v e r s  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e  b e l i e v e .

If you believe…



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of Heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ his only son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell;
The third day he rose again from the dead; 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.
*catholic = universal



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in Jesus Christ his only son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

 born of the Virgin Mary; 



WHAT DO 
CHRISTIANS 
BELIEVE?

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Part 3: God the Son, Incarnation



1. BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
a. John 1:1-4, 14, 17
b. Luke 1:26-38

2. WHY IT MATTERS

OUTLINE



1In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was with God in 
the beginning. 3All things were 

created through him, and apart from 
him not one thing was created that 
has been created. 4In him was life, 
and that life was the light of men.

J o h n  1 : 1 - 4  ( C S B )



14The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. We observed 
his glory, the glory as the one 

and only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth

J o h n  1 : 1 4  ( C S B )



“…for the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ.”

J o h n  1 : 1 7  ( C S B )



Jesus Christ has TWO natures 
– a full human nature, and a 

full divine nature



• Incarnation – God becoming a man
• “Incarnation” just means “in flesh”

Incar…what?



31Now listen: You will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David. 33He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom 
will have no end...35The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to be 

born will be called the Son of God."
L u k e  1 : 3 1 - 3 3 ,  3 5  ( C S B )



1. Because other groups will try to convince you 
otherwise…

Why Does It Matter if 
Jesus was fully God?



And the Word was…what?



No article?

No article

Article



Does verse 6 have the 
article in front of ”God”?

• No!
• But it is still translated as “of God” 

instead of “of a god.” Why?



Does verse 13 have the 
article in front of ”God”?

• No!
• But it is still translated as “from 

God” instead of “from a god.” Why?



Does verse 18 have the 
article in front of ”God”?



1. Because other groups will try to convince you 
otherwise…

2. In Jesus, we truly see who GOD IS

Why Does It Matter if 
Jesus was fully God?



“The one who has seen me has 
seen the Father” 

– Jesus

J o h n  1 4 : 9 ( C S B )



1. Because other groups will try to convince you 
otherwise…

2. In Jesus, we truly see who GOD IS
3. Jesus being fully God means we should worship 

Him

Why Does It Matter if 
Jesus was fully God?



“My Lord and my God” 
– the disciple Thomas

J o h n  2 0 : 2 8  ( C S B )



“When they saw him, they 
worshipped…”

M a t t h e w  2 8 : 1 7  ( C S B )



1. Because other groups will try to convince you 
otherwise…

2. In Jesus, we truly see who GOD IS
3. Jesus being fully God means we should worship 

Him
4. If Jesus is not fully God, then we can’t be saved!

Why Does It Matter if 
Jesus was fully God?



“Therefore, since we have been 
justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

R o m a n s  5 : 1  ( C S B )



1. Because only then could Jesus be our 
representative, take human sin upon 
himself, and be our sacrifice

Why Does It Matter if 
Jesus was fully human?



“For just as through one man’s 
disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so also through 

one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous.”

R o m a n s  5 : 1 9  ( C S B )



“There is one God and one 
mediator between God and 

mankind—the man Jesus Christ.”

1  T i m o t h y  2 : 5  ( C S B )



Say these three things 
about Jesus:

1. Jesus Christ is fully human
2. Jesus Christ is fully God
3. The deity and humanity of Jesus Christ are 

united in one Person


