December 2

Character: Zecharigh

Setting: The Old Testament ende with the prophet Malachi describing a day of coming judgment,
appealing to the people of lerael to repent, and promiging the birth of a prophet whose teaching would
turn Father’s hearts back to their children and children’s hearte to their fathers. Thig prophet would be
born with a gingle purpose, to usher in the kingdom of heaven by preparing ~ the people’s hearts for
Jeaug, the Meggiah.

Malachi’s prophetic words were the lagt divine words spoken until the events  of the New Testament
began. As we read our bibleg the period between the Old and New Tegtaments ig only a flip of a few
pages. But the actual interlude between Malachi’e wordg and the birth of Jesug wag 400 years. 400
yearg of gilence from God. The heaveng appeared to be gealed ag the people of [srael heard nothing
from God.

God broke Hig silence when He gent an angel to speak to a priest named Zechariah about the very
prophet Malachi’s lagt worde epoke about. Therefore, Zechariah ie our firet “character of Chrigtmag.”
The account of thig interaction can be found in Luke :.5-25.

Seripture: Luke 1:5-25 (Read)

Application:  Zechariah’e initial regponge to the angel’s proclamation wag unbelief. Becauge of hig
unbelief, he wag gilenced and unable to gpeak until hig child wag born. He certainly wasn’t the firgt
pereon to regpond to God’s words or promiges with unbelief, nor wag he the lagt person to regpond thig
way. Spend gome time with your family today discussing some of the unbelievable thinge God caid he
would do and then did. Start a family advent journal to record these examples ag you journey through
the “Characters of Chrigtmag” with your Cornerstone family for the next few weeks. Digcover the many
ways people have regponded to the “imposgible” thinge our God hag done both in Seripture and in our
individual lives. Remind your children that nothing is imposaible with God.

Prayer: Thank God that He is a God who ig able to do more than we can ever imagine. Praige Him that
His wayg are not our wayg, and Hig understanding is not our undergtanding. Agk God to give ug faith to
believe that He will do all He saye He will do.



