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HOW FAITH WORKS 

Galatians 5:5–6  |  Small Group Study Guide 

1. Lesson Summary & Objective 
Summary: Biblical faith is not merely belief, confession, or religious activity. Faith works through love. When we receive and remain 

conscious of God’s covenant love, faith produces trust, obedience, compassion, forgiveness, endurance, and action. 

Objective: Participants will understand that God’s love is the foundation and operating environment of faith, recognize barriers that 

restrain faith, and identify practical ways to receive, respond to, and release God’s love. 

Central Truth: Faith works through love. We can trust, obey, forgive, and act because God has already demonstrated His love through 

Jesus Christ. 

2. Scripture Section — Key Texts 
Galatians 5:5–6 — For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision 

availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. 

1 John 4:10, 18–19 — Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

… There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We 

love him, because he first loved us. 

Romans 5:8 — But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

Ephesians 3:17–19 — That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to 

comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth 

knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 

1 Corinthians 13:2 — And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all 

faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 

1 John 4:8 — He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 

3. Lesson Points & Small Group Discussion 

1. Faith Begins With God’s Love for Us 

Love starts with God, not our performance. The cross demonstrates that God loved us before we were righteous or deserving. Faith 

responds to what God has already revealed about His goodness. 

Scriptures: 1 John 4:10, 19; Romans 5:8; John 3:16. 

• How does knowing God loved you before you could earn it change the way you approach Him? 

• What does the cross reveal about God’s character that gives you confidence to trust Him? 

2. Faith Works When We Are Rooted in Love 

Roots determine a tree’s stability. Likewise, being rooted and grounded in Christ’s love enables believers to remain steady through 

circumstances and to ask, obey, forgive, and endure from a place of security. 

Scriptures: Ephesians 3:17–20; Colossians 2:6–7. 

• What does being “rooted and grounded in love” look like in everyday life? 

• How can awareness of God’s love strengthen faith during difficult circumstances? 

3. Perfect Love Removes Fear and Releases Faith 

Fear presents God as distant or unwilling; love reveals Him as Father and covenant keeper. God’s mature, revealed love drives out 

tormenting fear and gives believers bold access to Him. 

Scriptures: 1 John 4:18; Romans 8:15; 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 4:16. 

• What fear most often competes with your ability to trust God? 

• How would your response change if you focused on God’s demonstrated love instead of the size of the problem? 

4. Jesus Revealed Faith Working Through Love and Compassion 

Jesus’ ministry shows love moving into action. Compassion led Him to heal, touch, feed, restore, and serve. Faith is not only  what we 

believe for ourselves; it also allows God’s love to move through us toward others. 

Scriptures: Matthew 9:36; Matthew 14:14; Mark 1:40–41; Acts 10:38. 

• Where do you see a need that God may be calling you to meet through compassion? 

• What is one practical action that could turn compassion into love in action this week? 

5. Covenant Love Must Be Received and Responded To 

We do not obey to earn God’s love. Obedience is love responding to love. Receiving covenant love produces willing obedience, 

worship, trust, and love for others. 

Scriptures: John 14:15; John 15:9–10; 1 John 5:3. 

• How is obedience different when it flows from love rather than fear? 

• What command of Christ is God inviting you to respond to more fully? 

6. Faith Cannot Be Separated From Love for God’s Family 
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Love for God must be expressed toward His people. Bitterness, hatred, and unforgiveness damage fellowship and witness; forgiveness 

keeps the heart open to God and available to serve others. 

Scriptures: 1 John 4:20–21; 1 John 3:14; John 13:34–35; Ephesians 4:31–32. 

• Why is love for fellow believers essential to a credible Christian witness? 

• What would it look like to choose forgiveness without denying that you were hurt? 

7. Gifts, Knowledge, and Mountain-Moving Faith Are Empty Without Love 

Spiritual gifts, knowledge, sacrifice, and even extraordinary faith do not equal maturity when love is absent. Love is the environment in 

which spiritual ability is meant to operate. 

Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 13:1–3; 1 Corinthians 8:1; Galatians 5:13. 

• How can spiritual gifts or knowledge become disconnected from love? 

• What would it mean to use your spiritual abilities primarily to build others up? 

8. Love Consciousness Protects Us From Dead Works 

Without awareness of God’s love, prayer, giving, obedience, and service can become anxious performance. Grace produces a different 

response: relationship, gratitude, trust, and surrender. 

Scriptures: Galatians 3:3; Hebrews 6:1; Romans 8:1; Titus 3:5; Revelation 2:4–5. 

• How can you tell when your service to God has become performance rather than relationship? 

• What would help you return to your “first love”? 

9. Think Love Thoughts 

The mind shapes expectations, words, reactions, and decisions. Believers are called to renew their minds and intentionally agree with 

truth, mercy, purity, and God’s redemptive purpose rather than fear, offense, or accusation. 

Scriptures: Philippians 4:8; Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 10:5; Colossians 3:2; Proverbs 4:23. 

• Which recurring thought most needs to be replaced with a thought that agrees with God’s love? 

• How can Philippians 4:8 become a practical filter for your thoughts this week? 

10. Agape Is the Nature of God 

Agape is God’s self-giving covenant love revealed in Christ and poured into believers by the Holy Spirit. We do not manufacture it; we 

yield to God so His love can be expressed through forgiveness, generosity, patience, service, and obedience. 

Scriptures: 1 John 4:8, 16; Romans 5:5; John 17:26; Galatians 5:22. 

• What is the difference between natural affection and agape love? 

• Where do you need to allow God’s love to operate through you rather than relying on human effort? 

4. Restoring Love Consciousness — Four Responses 
Repent: Return to truth rather than condemnation. Recognize where you have lived as though you must earn what God freely gave. 

(Revelation 2:4–5; 1 John 4:10; Romans 5:5.) 

Recover: Restore awareness that you are loved. Return to prayer as fellowship, obedience as trust, and worship as a response to grace. 

(Psalm 51:12; Joel 2:25; Jude 21.) 

Replace: Identify whatever has crowded out devotion to Christ—fear, offense, ambition, money, distraction, or worldly priorities—and 

replace it with kingdom focus. (Mark 4:19; 1 John 2:15–16; Matthew 6:33.) 

Redirect: Do every assignment, relationship, decision, and act of service unto the Lord, allowing love to shape daily life. (Colossians 

3:17, 23–24; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Galatians 5:13.) 

5. Closing Reflection & Declaration 
Faith works by love because love reveals the character of the One we trust. God has already demonstrated His love through Jesus 

Christ. Receive that love, remain rooted in it, release it toward others, and allow faith to work through it. 

Declaration: “I am rooted and grounded in the love of Christ. I do not live from fear, rejection, or condemnation. I receive God’s 

covenant love, trust His character, obey from love, forgive freely, and serve others in faith.” 

Key Takeaway: You can trust the One you know loves you. Faith works through love. 


