
How does James's definition of 'pure religion' as caring for widows and orphans challenge 
our modern understanding of worship and religious ceremonies? 

 

In what ways do we unconsciously show favoritism in our church communities, and how 
might this contradict the example Jesus set in his ministry? 

 

Why does James place favoritism on the same level as adultery and murder when 
discussing sin, and what does this reveal about God's view of partiality? 

 

How can we reconcile Paul's teaching that we are saved by grace through faith alone with 
James's assertion that faith without works is dead? 

 

What does it mean practically to be a 'head, heart, and hands' disciple, and which of these 
three areas do you find most challenging in your own walk with Christ? 

 

When Jesus 'saw their faith' in the paralytic's friends who lowered him through the roof, 
what does this teach us about the visible nature of genuine faith? 

 

How might Abraham's willingness to sacrifice Isaac and Rahab's protection of the spies 
inform our understanding of what God considers 'living faith'? 

 

In what ways have you been tempted toward either licentiousness (abusing grace) or 
legalism (earning salvation through works), and how does James's message correct both 
extremes? 

 

What does it reveal about our faith if we can speak words of comfort to someone in need 
but fail to meet their practical needs? 

 



If you were to honestly evaluate your life using the 'pure religion versus worthless religion' 
chart, which column would contain more evidence, and what steps could you take this 
week to shift the balance? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Small Group Guide: James Chapter 2 

"Faith That Works: No Partiality, No Excuses" 

 

Opening Prayer & Ice Breaker (10 minutes) 

Ice Breaker Question: Share a time when someone showed you unexpected kindness or mercy 

when you felt overlooked or unimportant. How did that impact you? 

 

Key Scripture 

Primary Text: James 2:1-26 

Memory Verse: "For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is 

dead." (James 2:26) 

 

Sermon Recap (5 minutes) 

Andy White walked us through James 2, emphasizing that genuine faith must produce visible 

action. James addresses two major issues: 

1. Showing partiality (favoritism toward the wealthy while ignoring the poor) 

2. Dead faith (claiming to believe but producing no works) 

The sermon challenged us to examine whether our faith is "breathing" or just a corpse—

intellectually acknowledged but practically lifeless. 

 

Discussion Questions 

Section 1: The Problem of Partiality (James 2:1-13) 

Read James 2:1-4 

1. Why do you think showing favoritism is such a serious issue that James addresses it 

so directly? How does partiality contradict the character of Jesus? 



2. Be honest: When have you caught yourself gravitating toward people who could 

benefit you rather than those who genuinely need help? What motivated that 

behavior? 

3. James uses the example of treating a wealthy person better than a poor person in 

church. What are some modern-day equivalents of this scenario? (Consider social 

media influence, professional networking, etc.) 

Read James 2:8-13 

4. James says showing partiality is breaking the "royal law" of loving your neighbor. 

Why does he put favoritism on the same level as adultery and murder? What does 

this reveal about God's perspective on how we treat people? 

5. Verse 13 says "mercy triumphs over judgment." What does it look like practically 

to show mercy to someone while still holding them accountable? How did Jesus 

model this? 

 

Section 2: Faith Without Works is Dead (James 2:14-26) 

Read James 2:14-17 

6. James gives the example of telling a hungry, cold person "be warm and well-fed" 

without actually helping them. Can you think of times when the church (or you 

personally) has offered "thoughts and prayers" but no tangible help? What 

prevented action? 

7. How would you explain the difference between "intellectual belief" and "living 

faith" to someone unfamiliar with Christianity? 

Read James 2:18-26 

8. The sermon mentioned that even demons believe in God and shudder. What's the 

difference between demonic belief and saving faith? 

9. James uses Abraham and Rahab as examples—one highly honored, one a prostitute. 

Why do you think he chose such contrasting examples? What does this teach us about 

who God uses? 

10. The sermon presented the definition of a disciple as someone committed to: 

o Know and follow Christ (head) 

o Being changed by Christ (heart) 

o Being on mission with Christ (hands) 

Which of these three areas feels strongest in your life right now? Which needs the 

most attention? 

 



Section 3: Paul vs. James—Contradiction or Complement? 

Read Ephesians 2:8-10 

11. Some people think James contradicts Paul's teaching on salvation by grace through 

faith. How did the sermon resolve this apparent tension? 

12. Paul warns against legalism (earning salvation through works). James warns 

against licentiousness (living unchanged despite professing faith). Which error do 

you think is more common in American Christianity today? Why? 

13. Ephesians 2:10 says we are "created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand." How does knowing that God has already prepared specific 

good works for you to do change your perspective on serving? 

 

Personal Reflection & Application (15-20 minutes) 

The Pure Religion vs. Worthless Religion Chart 

The sermon challenged us to create a chart listing examples of "pure religion" versus "worthless 

religion" throughout James. 

Activity: Take 5 minutes individually to start your chart. List at least 3-5 items in each column 

from James 2. 

Examples to get started: 

• Pure Religion: Caring for widows/orphans, loving your neighbor as yourself, showing 

mercy 

• Worthless Religion: Showing partiality, unbridled tongue, faith without works 

Share: Have 2-3 people share one item from each column and why it stood out to them. 

 

Practical Next Steps 

Individual Commitments 

Choose at least ONE action step to take this week: 

1. Examine your relationships: Make a list of the people you've spent time with this 

month. Are they all people who can benefit you, or do you intentionally invest in people 

who can't "pay you back"? 



2. Identify your "prepared works": Pray and ask God to reveal one specific good work 

He's prepared for you to do this week. Then do it—no excuses. 

3. Mercy in action: Think of someone who has wronged or hurt you. What would it look 

like to extend mercy to them this week while still pursuing reconciliation? 

4. Serve your church family: If you're not currently serving in your local church, commit 

to exploring one ministry area (like children's ministry, as mentioned in the sermon). 

5. Complete the James chart: Work through all of James this week, completing your 

"Pure Religion vs. Worthless Religion" chart. Bring it to your next small group meeting. 

 

Group Challenge 

The Faith Pulse Check 

As a group, commit to checking each other's "faith pulse" over the next month: 

• Week 1: Text or call one group member and ask: "What's one way your faith showed up 

in action this week?" 

• Week 2: Share with the group one person you showed mercy to and how they responded 

• Week 3: Report on one "invisible" person (widow, orphan, overlooked individual) you 

intentionally served 

• Week 4: Share your completed James chart and discuss what patterns you noticed 

 

Closing Questions 

1. What was the most challenging part of this sermon for you personally? 

2. If someone examined your life this past week, would they conclude your faith is 

"breathing" or "dead"? What evidence would they find? 

3. What's one specific way you want to be different because of what we discussed 

today? 

 

Closing Prayer 

Prayer Focus: 

• Confess areas where faith has been intellectual rather than active 

• Ask God to reveal "prepared good works" for each person 

• Pray for courage to serve the overlooked and extend mercy 

• Request the Holy Spirit's power to produce living, breathing faith 



Consider praying in pairs or small clusters, making it personal and specific. 

 

Additional Resources 

• For Further Study: Read Romans 6 (on union with Christ) and Luke 5:17-26 (the 

paralytic whose friends demonstrated faith through action) 

• Recommended Reading: The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer (addresses 

cheap grace vs. costly grace) 

• Challenge: Memorize James 2:26 as a group this month 

 

Leader Notes 

• Be vulnerable: Share your own struggles with dead faith or showing partiality 

• Avoid legalism: Emphasize that works don't earn salvation but demonstrate genuine faith 

• Encourage honesty: Create a safe space for people to admit where their faith feels 

lifeless 

• Celebrate growth: Acknowledge even small steps toward active faith 

• Follow up: Check in with group members throughout the week about their action steps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5-Day Devotional: Living Faith That 

Breathes 

Day 1: Faith Without Favoritism 

Reading: James 2:1-7; Leviticus 19:18 

Devotional: Jesus ate with tax collectors, touched lepers, and died for all without partiality. Yet 

how easily we gravitate toward those who can benefit us while overlooking the invisible. James 

confronts this tendency head-on, reminding us that showing favoritism contradicts our faith in 

Christ, the Lord of glory. When we honor the wealthy while dishonoring the poor, we commit 

evil with our motives. 

Today, examine your interactions. Do you naturally seek out the influential while avoiding those 

who cannot repay you? True religion cares for widows and orphans precisely because they offer 

no social advantage. This week, intentionally engage someone you typically overlook. 

Remember, God chose the poor of this world to be rich in faith. Let your actions reflect the 

impartial love of Christ. 

Day 2: The Royal Law of Love 

Reading: James 2:8-13; Matthew 22:34-40 

Devotional: "Love your neighbor as yourself" is not a suggestion but the royal law from the 

King of Kings. James places favoritism alongside adultery and murder as lawbreaking, shocking 

us into recognizing that no sin is minor. All rebellion against God's commands carries weight 

because it violates His character. 

The beauty of the gospel is that mercy triumphs over judgment. We who have received 

immeasurable mercy must extend it freely. In our judgmental culture, we are called to a different 

standard. Think of Jesus kneeling before the adulterous woman, extending grace while calling 

her to transformation. 

Today, identify where you have withheld mercy. Who needs your compassion rather than your 

criticism? Speak and act as one who will be judged by the law that gives freedom. Let mercy 

characterize your words and deeds, remembering that judgment without mercy awaits those who 

show none. 

Day 3: Faith That Moves 

Reading: James 2:14-19; Luke 5:17-26 



Devotional: When Jesus saw the paralyzed man lowered through the roof, Scripture says He 

"saw their faith." How do you see faith? It was not mere belief but action that demonstrated trust. 

The friends' determination to bring their companion to Jesus revealed faith that moves, removes 

obstacles, and refuses to accept barriers. 

James confronts us with uncomfortable truth: faith without corresponding action is dead, useless, 

empty. Even demons believe theological facts and tremble, yet they remain lost. Intellectual 

agreement is not saving faith. True faith transforms how we live, propelling us into the good 

works God prepared beforehand for us to walk in. 

Examine your life today. Does your faith show up in deeds? Are you responding to the Spirit's 

promptings to serve, give, and love sacrificially? Or have you settled for Sunday attendance and 

emotional experiences? Living faith acts. It serves the overlooked, meets practical needs, and 

participates in God's kingdom work. 

Day 4: Faith Perfected Through Obedience 

Reading: James 2:20-25; Genesis 22:1-18; Joshua 2:1-21 

Devotional: Abraham, the father of faith, demonstrated trust so radical he prepared to sacrifice 

the son of promise. Rahab, a prostitute with no social standing, risked everything to protect 

God's messengers. Both acted in obedience when God called, and their works completed their 

faith. 

James is not teaching salvation by works but revealing that genuine faith always produces fruit. 

A living tree bears fruit; a dead one does not. Faith and works are not contradictory but 

complementary. We are saved by grace through faith, not by works, yet we are created in Christ 

Jesus for good works. 

What is God calling you to do that requires radical trust? Where is He inviting you to step out in 

obedience despite the risk? Abraham could have rationalized refusing God's command. Rahab 

could have protected herself. Instead, they obeyed, and God declared their faith alive and saving. 

Today, respond in obedience to what God is prompting in your heart. 

Day 5: Dead Man Walking or Living Faith? 

Reading: James 2:26; Ephesians 2:8-10; Romans 6:1-14 

Devotional: A body without spirit is a corpse, lifeless and useless. Faith without works is 

equally dead. James ends his argument with this vivid image, forcing us to examine whether our 

faith is breathing or funeral-bound. 

This is not about earning salvation through religious performance. It is about recognizing that 

saving faith inevitably transforms us. When we are united with Christ through faith, His Spirit 



indwells us, producing fruit that looks like Jesus: love for the overlooked, mercy for the broken, 

service in the community, and bold proclamation of the gospel. 

Today, ask yourself the diagnostic question: Is my faith breathing? Does it show in how I treat 

people, serve my church, and share the message? If you have been living with dead faith—all 

talk and no walk—today is the day for revival. Confess where faith has been useless and ask 

God's Spirit to resurrect it. Then live it out, knowing you were created for works God prepared 

specifically for you. 

 


