How does understanding the cosmic spiritual battle described in Revelation 12 change the
way you view the traditional nativity story?

In what areas of your life are you settling for just 'a sliver of peace' rather than the deep,
abiding peace Christ offers?

How can we reconcile the promise of 'peace on earth' with the ongoing chaos, suffering,
and brokenness we experience in our daily lives?

What does it mean practically to surrender every area of your heart and mind to the
lordship of King Jesus rather than keeping Jesus as 'sweet baby Jesus' in a manger?

How does Romans 8:22-23 describe your current spiritual experience of groaning inwardly
while waiting for Christ's return?

What struggles or anxieties are currently weighing you down, and how might God's
presence in the midst of those struggles bring you peace rather than waiting for their
removal?

How does the story behind the hymn 'lIt Is Well With My Soul' challenge your understanding
of what true peace looks like during seasons of profound loss or grief?

Why do you think Satan worked so desperately to prevent Jesus' birth, and what does his
defeat mean for the spiritual battles you face today?

What would it look like for you to practice Psalm 46:10 ('Be still and know that | am God') in
the midst of your current circumstances?



How does viewing Jesus as the victorious, enthroned King rather than just an infantin a
manger transform your confidence when facing trials and spiritual opposition?



Small Group Guide: The Peace of Christ

Sermon Series: Advent - Peace Sunday

Text: Luke 2:13-14; Revelation 12:1-17; Philippians 4:6-7

Opening Prayer

Begin your time together by inviting God's presence and asking Him to help you understand
and apply the peace He offers through Christ.

Icebreaker Question

What is your favorite Christmas tradition, and why does it bring you peace or joy during this
season?

Key Takeaways

Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of God in the midst of chaos.

The birth of Jesus initiated a cosmic spiritual victory over Satan and sin.

True peace comes from surrendering to Jesus as Lord and King, not just viewing Him as
"sweet baby Jesus."

The peace Christ offers transcends human understanding and guards our hearts even
during hardship.



Satan's time is short, his defeat is certain, and Christ is enthroned victoriously.

Discussion Questions

Understanding the Sermon

The sermon contrasted the "silent night" portrayal of Christmas with the cosmic spiritual
battle happening behind the scenes. How does understanding Revelation 12 change your
perspective on the Christmas story?

Why do you think we tend to keep Jesus "cute and cuddly” at Christmas rather than
recognizing Him as the conquering King?

What does it mean that peace is "the presence of God in the midst of chaos" rather than
the absence of trouble?

Personal Reflection

The sermon asked, "Where are you lacking peace this season?" Take time to share (as
you're comfortable) what struggles are weighing you down right now.

Read Philippians 4:6-7 together. Have you experienced the kind of peace "which
transcends all understanding"? What were the circumstances?

The story of Horatio Spafford writing "It Is Well" after losing his four daughters is powerful.
Have you ever experienced peace in the midst of devastating circumstances? How did that
happen?

Application



What does it practically look like to "be still and know that | am God" (Psalm 46:10) in your
daily life right now?

The sermon mentioned that peace comes when we "surrender everything in your life,
everything in your heart to the lordship of King Jesus." What area of your life do you need to
surrender to Christ's lordship right now?

How can we help each other experience and maintain God's peace during stressful
seasons like the holidays?

Practical Applications

This Week's Challenge

Choose one of the following to practice this week:

Option 1: Daily Stillness

Set aside 10 minutes each day to sit in silence before God. Practice Psalm 46:10 by literally
being still and acknowledging His presence and lordship.

Option 2: Surrender Prayer

Write down the areas of your life where you're experiencing chaos or lack of peace. Each
day, pray through the list, specifically surrendering each area to Christ's lordship.

Option 3: Peace Inventory

Journal about this question: "Am | trying to find peace through circumstances changing, or
am | seeking peace through God's presence in my circumstances?"



Option 4: Memorize Scripture

Memorize Philippians 4:6-7 or John 14:27 to remind yourself of Christ's promise of peace.

Prayer Time

Group Prayer Focus

Pray for each person's specific areas where they need to experience God's peace
Thank Jesus for His victory over the enemy and His lordship

Ask God to help each person surrender areas of their life they've been trying to control

Pray for those who don't yet know Jesus, that they would experience the peace that comes
from knowing Him as Lord

Prayer Partners

Consider pairing up with someone in the group to check in with throughout the week about
your practical application challenge.

Looking Ahead

Next Week: Continue in the Advent series

Preparation: Reflect on how you've experienced (or not experienced) God's peace this
week. Be ready to share.

Closing Thought

"Peace is not one separate reality from life. It's out of peace that our hearts are guarded and
our minds are given calm in the midst of life filled with noise and chaos. It's not the
absence of chaos. It's the presence of God in the midst of the chaos."



May you experience the peace of King Jesus this week, not because your circumstances
are perfect, but because He is present with you in all things.



5-Day Advent Devotional: The Prince of Peace

Day 1: The Cosmic Battle Behind the Silent Night

Reading: Revelation 12:1-12

Devotional: When we picture the nativity scene, we often imagine stillness and serenity. Yet
Revelation 12 reveals the cosmic warfare raging behind that silent night. As Mary cradled
her newborn son, spiritual forces clashed in the heavenly realms. The dragon—Satan
himself—attempted to devour the child who would crush his head. This Christmas,
remember that Jesus didn't arrive as a helpless infant who stayed helpless. He came as
God incarnate, initiating the decisive defeat of evil. The baby in the manger was
simultaneously the warrior King dethroning darkness. When chaos surrounds you,
remember: the battle has already been won. Christ's birth wasn't just a sweet beginning—it
was a declaration of war that ended in enemy's certain defeat.

Reflection: What "dragons" in your life seem overwhelming? How does knowing Christ has
already defeated them change your perspective?

Day 2: Peace in the Midst of Groaning

Reading: Romans 8:18-25

Devotional: Paul describes our present reality with stunning honesty: all creation groans
like a woman in labor, and we groan inwardly too. This Advent season, you don't have to
pretend everything is merry and bright. The Christian life acknowledges both the "already"
and the "not yet." We have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us—the first fruits of our
redemption—yet we still experience brokenness, pain, and disappointment. This tension is
not a sign of weak faith; it's the honest posture of those waiting for Christ's return. The
peace Jesus offers isn't denial of suffering but His presence within it. Like awoman in labor
knows the pain will end in new life, we groan with hope, knowing redemption is coming.



Reflection: Where are you experiencing groaning in your life right now? How can you hold
both your pain and your hope simultaneously?

Day 3: The Peace That Transcends Understanding

Reading: Philippians 4:4-9

Devotional: "Do not be anxious about anything." These words can feel impossible when life
is overwhelming. But notice Paul doesn't promise the removal of difficulties—he promises
something better: the peace of God that transcends understanding will guard your heart
and mind. This peace isn't logical or circumstantial. It doesn't wait for problems to
disappear. Instead, it's the supernatural presence of Almighty God standing guard over your
inner life while storms rage outside. Horatio Spafford discovered this peace crossing the
waters where his four daughters drowned, writing "It is well with my soul." That's not
denial—that's divine presence. This Christmas, peace isn't found in perfect circumstances
but in presenting every anxiety to the God who rules over all circumstances.

Reflection: What anxieties are you holding onto instead of presenting to God? Practice
writing them down as prayers today.

Day 4: Be Still and Know

Reading: Psalm 46

Devotional: "Be still and know that | am God." In a season filled with shopping, decorating,
cooking, and endless obligations, stillness feels impossible. Yet this command isn't about
inactivity—it's about ceasing our striving and recognizing God's supremacy. The psalmist
describes earthquakes, mountains falling into the sea, and nations in uproar, yet declares
God is our refuge and strength. The call to stillness comes amid chaos, not after it ends.
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, invites you to stop trying to control everything and instead
know—deeply, intimately know—that He is God. He is enthroned. He is victorious. He is



present. Your peace doesn't depend on managing every detail perfectly; it flows from
trusting the One who holds all things together.

Reflection: Set aside 10 minutes today to literally be still before God. What does He want
you to know about Him?

Day 5: Peace Through Surrender

Reading: Luke 2:8-20

Devotional: The angels announced "peace on earth to those on whom His favor rests." This
peace isn't universal or automatic—it's received through surrender to Christ's lordship. The
shepherds didn't just hear about Jesus; they went, saw, worshiped, and spread the word.
Peace comes when we stop fighting for control and bow before the King. That baby born in
Bethlehem grew to defeat sin and death, then rose victorious and ascended to His throne.
He doesn't rule as a distant deity but as Emmanuel—God with us. This Christmas, peace
isn't found in sentimental feelings about a sweet baby but in surrendering every area of
your life to the Mighty King who defeated your greatest enemies. Where Jesus rules, peace
reigns—not because circumstances improve, but because His presence transforms
everything.

Reflection: What area of your life are you still trying to control instead of surrendering to
King Jesus? What would surrender look like today?

Closing Prayer for the Week: Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, we acknowledge that true peace
comes not from perfect circumstances but from Your victorious presence. Help us
surrender every anxiety, every struggle, and every area where we're trying to maintain
control. Teach us to be still and know that You are God—enthroned, victorious, and present
with us in every chaos. This Advent season, guard our hearts and minds with Your peace
that transcends understanding. Amen.



