Boaz took a faithful step toward redemption without knowing how the full story would
unfold -- what area of your life is God calling you to act faithfully in even though you cannot
see the outcome?

The unnamed guardian redeemer walked away from his responsibility because the cost
was too high -- in what ways are we tempted to avoid commitments to others when they
become personally costly orinconvenient?

Ruth came to Bethlehem as a foreign widow and yet the community pronounced blessings
over her future -- how does your church community actively welcome and speak life over
those who feel like outsiders?

Naomi declared she had returned empty, yet she could not see that God was already at
work bringing about restoration -- how does her story challenge the way you interpret the
painful or barren seasons of your own life?

The sermon draws a parallel between Boaz willingly paying a price to restore a family's
inheritance and Jesus paying the price to redeem humanity -- how does understanding
redemption in Ruth deepen your understanding of what Christ accomplished on the cross?

The community's blessing over Ruth and Boaz serves as a powerful example of speaking
good over others -- who in your life needs you to intentionally speak encouragement,
affirmation, or blessing over them this week?

Ruth's name appearing in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew chapter 1 shows that her
faithfulness was woven into a story far greater than she could see -- how does this truth
shape the way you think about the significance of your own everyday acts of faithfulness?

Naomi's grief was real and her losses were not erased by the birth of Obed -- how do you
hold together the reality of genuine suffering and the hope of God's redemptive work at the
same time?



The sermon describes redemption not as doing away with loss but as buying back and
restoring what was broken -- how does this definition of redemption change the way you
think about the painful parts of your story that you wish God would simply remove?

Both Ruth and Boaz acted faithfully without knowing the full story God was writing through
them -- what does their example teach us about the relationship between human
faithfulness and God's sovereign purposes?



Small Group Guide: God Writes Better
Endings

Based on Ruth Chapter 4

Introduction for Group Leaders

This guide is designed to help your group reflect on the final chapter of Ruth's story and apply its
truths to everyday life. The sermon explored how God works through ordinary, faithful people to
accomplish purposes far greater than any of them could see. Encourage honest conversation, and
remind your group that they do not need to have everything figured out to participate
meaningfully.

Key Takeaways from the Sermon

o Faithful obedience does not require knowing the full outcome. Boaz kept his promise
and took the next right step without knowing where the story would lead. Ruth remained
loyal to Naomi without knowing how it would end.

o Redemption does not erase loss, but it restores what was broken. Naomi still grieved
her husband and sons, but God brought new life into her house through Ruth and the birth
of Obed.

e God is writing a story larger than any individual can see. Ruth, a foreign widow,
became part of the family line of King David and ultimately of Jesus himself.

o Community plays a vital role in blessing and bearing witness. The elders and
townspeople publicly affirmed Boaz and Ruth, spoke blessing over their future, and
celebrated what God was doing.

e Jesus is the ultimate kinsman redeemer. Boaz willingly paid a costly price to restore a
family's inheritance. Christ paid the ultimate price to redeem us from sin and restore our
relationship with God.

Discussion Questions

Opening Question

Think of a time when you watched a story, whether a book, a film, or a real-life situation, come
to a conclusion that surprised you in a good way. What made that ending feel satisfying or
meaningful?



Section 1: The Deal That Almost Was (Ruth 4:1-8)

1. The unnamed relative was willing to redeem the land until he learned the full cost of what
redemption required. What does his response reveal about the difference between a
transaction and genuine commitment?

2. Boaz had already counted the cost before he ever sat down at the town gate. He was
prepared to follow through. What does that kind of preparation and resolve look like in
your own relationships and commitments?

3. The sermon asked: Is there a promise in front of you that you need to follow through on?
Is there a responsibility you have been putting off? Take a moment to reflect quietly, then
share with the group if you feel comfortable.

Section 2: Everyone Watching (Ruth 4:9-12)

4. Boaz made his commitment publicly, in front of the elders and the community. Why do
you think public accountability and witness matter when it comes to significant
commitments?

5. The community spoke blessings over Ruth, a woman who had arrived as a foreign widow
and an outsider. What does it mean to genuinely welcome someone who wonders
whether they belong? Who in your life or in your church community might need that kind
of welcome right now?

6. The sermon suggested that speaking blessing over people is something we can do for one
another that costs us nothing. Why do you think this is something that does not happen
more often? What holds people back from affirming and encouraging others?

Section 3: A Child in Her Arms (Ruth 4:13-17)

7. Naomi went from declaring herself empty and bitter in chapter 1 to holding a grandson in
her arms in chapter 4. Her losses were still real. Her husband and sons were still gone.
How does this tension between ongoing grief and genuine blessing speak to your own
experience or the experience of someone you know?

8. The sermon described redemption not as doing away with pain, but as buying back,
restoring, and making right what was wrong. How does that definition of redemption
change the way you think about what God might be doing in a difficult season of your
life?

9. The sermon connected Boaz's act of redemption to what Jesus accomplished for us,
referencing 1 Peter 1:18-19, which describes how we were redeemed not with silver or
gold but with the precious blood of Christ. In what ways does Boaz's willingness to pay a
costly price help you understand what Jesus did on your behalf?



Section 4: The Rest of the Story (Ruth 4:18-22)

10. No one standing at the town gate that day could have known that Obed would become the
grandfather of King David, or that Ruth's name would appear in the family line of Jesus.
How does knowing that God sees the full story, even when we cannot, affect the way you
approach uncertainty in your own life?

11. The sermon said: "We cannot write anyone else's ending, but we can faithfully love
people and we can step in and be a part of the story God is writing." What would it look
like for your group to be part of the story God is writing in your church, your
neighborhood, or your city?

Practical Applications

Consider choosing one of the following to put into practice before your group meets again.

1. Bring the unresolved thing to God. Identify one situation in your life that you have been
carrying alone, something that is keeping you up at night or causing ongoing anxiety. Set aside
intentional time this week to bring it honestly before God in prayer. You do not need polished
words. Simply name it before him.

2. Choose one act of costly faithfulness. Identify one specific act of obedience or follow-
through that you have been delaying. Make the call you promised to make. Step into a need you
have been aware of but avoided. Take the next faithful step, even without knowing how it will
turn out.

3. Speak a blessing over someone. Think of one person in your life, a family member, a
coworker, a fellow church member, who needs to hear that they are seen, valued, and prayed for.
Reach out to them this week. Tell them something true and good about what you observe in their
life. Pray for them, either with them or on their behalf.

4. Reflect on your place in the larger story. Take time this week to journal or quietly reflect on

this question: How might God be using the faithfulness you are practicing right now in ways you
cannot yet see? Ask him to give you a longer view of your own story.

Closing Prayer Suggestion

Close your group time by praying together. You may want to invite group members to share one
specific thing they are trusting God with, and then pray over those things as a group. Ask God to



help each person take the next faithful step, even in the middle of uncertainty, and to anchor their
hope in Jesus, the ultimate redeemer.

For Further Reflection

e Read Matthew 1:1-17 and locate Ruth's name in the genealogy of Jesus. Sit with the
significance of her inclusion.

e Read Leviticus 25:25-28 and Deuteronomy 25:5-10 to better understand the cultural and
legal background of the kinsman redeemer role.

e Read 1 Peter 1:17-21 and reflect on what it means that you have been redeemed by the
blood of Christ.



5-Day Bible Reading Plan and Devotional
Guide

Based on the Book of Ruth: When God Writes the Ending

Day 1: The Faithful Step Reading: Ruth 4:1-8

Devotional: Boaz did not wait for perfect conditions before acting faithfully. He went to the gate,
gathered the elders, and followed through on his promise to Ruth before the day was finished. He
counted the cost and paid it willingly. Many of us stall on faithful action because we cannot see
the full outcome ahead. But God rarely shows us the whole staircase before asking us to take the
first step. What promise have you been postponing? What act of faithfulness is sitting unfinished
before you? Take the next step that is in front of you today, and trust God with what follows.

Day 2: Speaking Blessing Over Others Reading: Ruth 4:11-12

Devotional: The community gathered at the gate did something countercultural and deeply
powerful. They spoke blessing over Ruth, a foreign widow who had arrived in Bethlehem with
nothing but loyalty and faith. They called her by the names of Israel's founding mothers. They
asked God to write her into the continuing story of his people. In a world that defaults to
criticism, comparison, and indifference, the church is called to speak life. Think of someone in
your life who is overlooked, uncertain, or quietly struggling. Reach out today. Pray over them.
Tell them you see them. That kind of blessing costs nothing and means everything.

Day 3: Redemption and What It Really Means Reading: 1 Peter 1:18-21

Devotional: Boaz redeemed land and a future for a family that had lost everything. He paid a
price that restored what was broken. The apostle Peter tells us that Jesus did something infinitely
greater. He redeemed us not with silver or gold but with his own blood, the blood of a lamb
without blemish or defect. Redemption does not erase loss or pretend suffering never happened.
It buys back what was taken. It restores a future. Naomi still grieved her sons and her husband,
but she held new life in her arms. In Christ, death does not have the final word. Your story is not
over.

Day 4: Hope in the Midst of Emptiness Reading: Ruth 1:19-21, Ruth 4:13-17



Devotional: Naomi arrived in Bethlehem declaring herself empty and bitter. She could account
for everything she had lost, but she could not yet see what God was doing. By chapter four, she
is holding a grandson in her arms while her community speaks blessing over her household. The
same woman who said the Lord had brought her home empty is now surrounded by fullness she
never anticipated. If you are in a season of naming your losses, you are not alone. God is not
absent from your emptiness. He is present and working in ways you cannot yet see. Bring your
honest grief to him today and trust him with what comes next.

Day 5: Your Story Inside a Bigger Story Reading: Matthew 1:1-6, Ruth 4:17-22

Devotional: Ruth was a Moabite widow gathering leftover grain in a field. She could not have
imagined that her name would appear in the family line of Jesus Christ. The genealogy at the
close of Ruth and the opening of Matthew reveal that God was weaving something far larger
than any single character could see. Your faithfulness today belongs to a story that extends
beyond your lifetime and beyond your understanding. The choices you make to love well, to
follow through, to trust God in uncertainty, are not small. They are threads in something God is
building. You may not see the finished work, but you can trust the one who is writing it.
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