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SHOW NOTES 

Ray Downey, ThM, PhD grew up in Regina where his parents 

were on staff at Canadian Bible College. His varied career in 

mission included working as an International Worker in 

Zaire, as Academic Dean and professor of Intercultural 

Studies at Canadian Theological Seminary (now Ambrose 

Seminary), and as Vice-President of Global Ministries. His 

doctoral work (1985) at Fuller Seminary was 

entitled Ministerial Formation in Africa: Implications of the 

Experiential Component for Training Zairian Alliance Church 

Leadership and his master’s thesis (1981) also from Fuller was entitled Old 

Testament Patterns of Leadership Training: Prophets, Priests and Kings 

 

In this podcast Ray Downey begins with some 

background from his birth in Sexsmith in Alberta’s 

Peace country followed by his growing up years in 

Regina where his father Murray was one of the 

founding fathers of Canadian Bible College. His father 

taught a variety of Bible subjects and wrote several 

books. One that went through several printings and 

was translated in many mission fields was The Art of 

Soul Willing. 

During his Bible school years, the introverted Ray 

noticed a girl in the first-year class and just knew he 

would someday marry her.  His good friend Jim 

Sawatsky got them together. 

Ray and Viola were sent to Congo to do ministerial training and had three decades 

of ministry in training and leadership. A key leader he mentored from the beginning 

and in a number of ways was Dr Mabiala Kenzo, now a DS in Canada. 
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Congo was not only the first Alliance mission field in 1884, but also the first national 

body to gain autonomy in 1931.  

A highlight – the Congolese culture which is so inviting and fun to engage with. The 

worship experiences are joyful with amazing preaching and numerous acapella 

choirs blending in four-part harmony. 

A lowlight – the 1991 forced evacuation which was hard on the church and of 

course also on the expatriates that had to suddenly leave the country. 

The Congo Alliance today is a strong national faith community with 716 churches, 

675 ordained pastors and close to two million members.  

 

 

BOOK 

 

Two Alliance missionaries in West Africa, Matt 

Cook and Dr Ruth Julian were editors of this book: 

As the church in the global south continues to grow 

at a rapid pace, the question of how to develop 

local theologies becomes more and more urgent. 

This book charts a path forward through 

exegetical, theological and cultural analysis by 

scholars who are wrestling with the issues in their 

own situations around the globe. The contents 

were developed under the auspices of the World 

Evangelical Alliance Theological Commission at the 

Oxford contextualization consultation. This book 

was published in partnership with the World 

Evangelical Alliance 

 


