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%5 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village
in Galilee, ?" to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph,
a descendant of King David.  Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman!
The Lord is with you!”*® Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean.
% “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! *'You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. **He will be very great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor
David. * And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” ** Mary asked the
angel, “But how can this happen? | am a virgin.”*® The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be
holy, and he will be called the Son of God. *® What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become
pregnant in her old age! People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and
is now in her sixth month. 3 For the word of God will never fail.” *® Mary responded, “l am the
Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her.
Luke 1:26-38 (NLT)

WHAT MARY’S STORY TEACHES ME

1. MY PERSPECTIVE MAY NOT BE PROPER.

“...The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7, NLT)

“For | know the plans | have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for
disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11, NLT)

2. MY PURITY ALWAYS PAYS.

“Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. For sexual
immorality is a sin against your own body. Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to
yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.” (1
Corinthians 6:18-20, NLT)

“In a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood
and clay. The expensive utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for
everyday use. If you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use. Your
life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work.” (2
Timothy 2:20-21, NLT)



“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9, NIV)

“...Though your sins are like scarlet, | will make them as white as snow. Though they are red
like crimson, | will make them as white as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18, NLT)
MY PROBLEMS HAVE A PURPOSE.

“For we are God'’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10, NIV)

“He gave his life...to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to
doing good deeds.” (Titus 2:14, NLT)

“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love
God and are called according to his purpose for them.” (Romans 8:28, NLT)

MY PURPOSE IS TO POINT PEOPLE TO MY POWER.

“For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our
hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. We now
have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this
great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from ourselves.” (2
Corinthians 4:6—7, NLT)

LAST THOUGHT
One life fully surrendered can CHANGE HISTORY!/




