THE RETURN OF THE REDEEMER
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How It All Ends
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Note: This slop was created by the human hands of Pastor Brian

“Then as | looked, | saw a door standing open in heaven, and the same voice | had heard
before spoke to me like a trumpet blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and | will show you
what must happen after this.” And instantly | was in the Spirit, and | saw a throne in heaven

and someone sitting on it.” (Revelation 4:1-2, NLT)

“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days
before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the
day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came
and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will
be in the field;, one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand
mill; one will be taken and the other left.” (Matthew 24:37-41, NIV84)

WHAT | NEED TO KNOW

1. Jesusis COMING AGAIN!

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are
many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a place




4.

for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, 1 will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where | am.” (John 14:1-3, NIV84)

He will first return IN THE AIR.

8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers
who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. ™ For since we believe
that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God
will bring back with him the believers who have died. '° We tell you this directly from the
Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who
have died. '® For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who
have died will rise from their graves. '” Then, together with them, we who are still alive and
remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we
will be with the Lord forever. (1 Thessalonians 4:13—17 NLT)

“Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52,
ESV)

“We are confident, | say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present
with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:8, KJV) See also Daniel 12:2

“But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly
waiting for him to return as our Savior. He will take our weak mortal bodies and change them
into glorious bodies like his own, using the same power with which he will bring everything
under his control.” (Philippians 3:20-21, NLT)

He/we will later return TO THE EARTH.

...And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony about Jesus and
for proclaiming the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his statue, nor
accepted his mark on their forehead or their hands. They all came to life again, and they
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (Revelation 20:1-4 NLT) See also Zechariah
14:4, 9, 16-17

WHEN will all this happen?

“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father.” (Matthew 24:36, NIV84)

“For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a thief
in the night.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2, NLT)

WHAT | NEED TO DO



" Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don't really
need to write you. ? For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come
unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. > When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful and
secure,” then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin.
And there will be no escape. * But you aren't in the dark about these things, dear brothers and
sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. ° For you are all
children of the light and of the day; we don’t belong to darkness and night. ® So be on your
quard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be clearheaded. ” Night is the time when
people sleep and drinkers get drunk. 8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected
by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation. ° For
God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. '° Christ
died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, we can live with him forever.
" So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing. (1
Thessalonians 5:1—-11 NLT)

1. Be READY for His return!
“So be prepared, for you don’t know what day your Lord is coming. “Just as a man can
prevent trouble from thieves by keeping watch for them, so you can avoid trouble by always
being ready for my unannounced return.” (Matthew 24:42—44, The Living Bible)

“So be careful how you live. Don't live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most
of every opportunity in these evil days.” (Ephesians 5:15—-16, NLT)

2. Be RELIABLE in His service.

“Blessings on you if | return and find you faithfully doing your work.” (Matthew 24:46, The
Living Bible)

3. Be faithful in RELATIONSHIP with other believers.

“So comfort and encourage each other with this news.” (1 Thessalonians 4:18, The Living
Bible)

4. Be RELENTLESS in telling others.

“Most importantly, | want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, mocking the
truth and following their own desires. They will say, “What happened to the promise that
Jesus is coming again? From before the times of our ancestors, everything has remained
the same since the world was first created.” ...But you must not forget this one thing, dear
friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. The
Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient
for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.” (2
Peter 3:3-9, NLT)

NEXT STEPS
Getin! (1°* Base)
Get in the game. (Serving)



Getin a group. (Small Group)
Invite someone to church!



