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3 Stories from Simon’s Life:

1. Jesus gave Simon a new CALLING.

“One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great crowds pressed
in on him to listen to the word of God. He noticed two empty boats at the water’s edge, for
the fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. Stepping into one of the boats,
Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught
the crowds from there. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out
where it is deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.” “Master,” Simon replied, “we
worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so, I'll let the nets down
again.” And this time their nets were so full of fish they began to tear! A shout for help
brought their partners in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the
verge of sinking. When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before
Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I'm such a sinful man.” For he was awestruck
by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with him. His partners, James and
John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid!
From now on you’ll be fishing for people!” And as soon as they landed, they left everything
and followed Jesus.” (Luke 5:1-11, NLT)

e Jesus wants to give me new OPPORTUNITIES.

“I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever
dreamed of.” (John 10:10, MSG)

“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do
the good things he planned for us long ago.” (Ephesians 2:10, NLT)

“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who
love God and are called according to his purpose for them.” (Romans 8:28, NLT)

2. Jesus gave Simon a new NAME.

“Andrew went to find his brother, Simon, and told him, “We have found the Messiah” (which
means “Christ”). Then Andrew brought Simon to meet Jesus. Looking intently at Simon,
Jesus said, “Your name is Simon, son of John—but you will be called Cephas” (which
means “Peter”).” (John 1:41—42, NLT)



“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some
say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” Then he asked them, “But
who do you say | am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven
has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. Now | say to you that
you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock | will build my church, and all the
powers of hell will not conquer it.” (Matthew 16:13—18, NLT)

e Jesus wants to give me a new IDENTITY.

“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old
life is gone; a new life has begun!” (2 Corinthians 5:17, NLT)

“But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children
of God.” (John 1:12, NLT)

“Now you are no longer strangers to God and foreigners to heaven, but you are
members of God’s very own family, citizens of God'’s country, and you belong in
God’s household with every other Christian.” (Ephesians 2:19, The Living Bible,
Paraphrased)

. Jesus gave Simon a new RELATIONSHIP.

“Peter declared, “If everyone else deserts you, | won't.” Jesus told him, “The truth is that this
very night, before the cock crows at dawn, you will deny me three times!” “I would die first!”
Peter insisted.” (Matthew 26:33-35, The Living Bible, Paraphrased)

“So they seized him and led him to the high priest’s residence, and Peter followed at a
distance. The soldiers lit a fire in the courtyard and sat around it for warmth, and Peter
joined them there. A servant girl noticed him in the firelight and began staring at him. Finally
she spoke: “This man was with Jesus!” Peter denied it. “Woman,” he said, “| don’t even
know the man!” After a while someone else looked at him and said, “You must be one of
them!” “No sir, | am not!” Peter replied. About an hour later someone else flatly stated, I
know this fellow is one of Jesus’ disciples, for both are from Galilee.” But Peter said, “Man, |
don’t know what you are talking about.” And as he said the words, a rooster crowed. At that
moment Jesus turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered what he had said—
“Before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny me three times.” And Peter
walked out of the courtyard, crying bitterly.” (Luke 22:54—63, The Living Bible, Paraphrased)

“After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.” “Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told
him. Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter
said, “you know I love you.” “Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said. A third time he asked
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a
third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know that | love you.” Jesus said, “Then
feed my sheep. “I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked;
you dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will
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stretch out your hands, and others will dress you and take you where you don’t want to go.’
Jesus said this to let him know by what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told

him, “Follow me.”” (John 21:15-19, NLT)

e Jesus wants to give me new SECURITY.

“I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one can snatch them away
from me, for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone
else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand. The Father and | are one.””

(John 10:28-30, NLT)

“However, those the Father has given me will come to me, and | will never reject
them.” (John 6:37, NLT)
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