CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT MESSAGE
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Luke 2:1-14 (NLT)

At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken
throughout the Roman Empire. ? (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) 3 All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census.

And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in
Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee.
® He took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.

% And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. ” She gave birth
to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger,
because there was no lodging available for them.

8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks
of sheep. ? Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of
the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, '° but the angel reassured them.
“Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.

" The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city
of David! "? And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly
in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”

'3 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—
praising God and saying,

" “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is
pleased.”

How the Birth of the Messiah Makes All the
Difference

1. BECAUSE OF WHO HE IS!

The promised solution for our greatest problem (Genesis 3:15)

The one born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14)

The son of David who would be both Priest & King(Psa 110

The ruler from lowly Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)

The one who would be Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and
Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6-7 / Lk 1:32-33)

2. BECAUSE OF WHAT HE CAME TO DO.

Isaiah 53 (NLT)
" Who has believed our message? To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful
arm? ? My servant grew up in the LORD’s presence like a tender green shoot, like a
root in dry ground. There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance,



nothing to attract us to him. > He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows,
acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other
way. He was despised, and we did noft care. 4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried;
it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a
punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! ° But he was pierced for our
rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was
whipped so we could be healed. ® All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have
left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the sins of us all. " He
was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led like a
lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open
his mouth. ® Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No one cared that he died
without descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream. But he was struck
down for the rebellion of my people. ° He had done no wrong and had never
deceived anyone. But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man’s
grave. "’ But it was the LORD’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Yet when
his life is made an offering for sin, he will have many descendants. He will enjoy a
long life, and the LORD’s good plan will prosper in his hands. ""When he sees all that
is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of his experience,
my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he
will bear all their sins. "2 I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he
exposed himself to death. He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of
many and interceded for rebels.

“[Behold!] | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will
come in...” (Revelation 3:20, TEV)



