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THE PURPOSES OF PRAYER 
 
1. PRAYER IS AN ACT OF DEDICATION. 

 
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Luke 
22:42, NIV) 

See BLESS Small Group Session 1 
 

2. PRAYER IS AN ACT OF COMMUNICATION. 
 
“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and 
thank him for all he has done.” (Philippians 4:6, NLT)  
 

3. PRAYER IS AN ACT OF SUPPLICATION. 
 
“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your 
joy will be complete.” (John 16:24, NIV)  
 

4. PRAYER IS AN ACT OF COOPERATION. 
 
“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and 
even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. You can ask for anything in 
my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father.” (John 14:12–13, 
NLT) 
 

 
THE PROBLEMS OF PRAYERLESSNESS 

 
1. PRAYERLESSNESS PROMOTES SELF-RELIANCE. 

 
“Who is the Almighty, and why should we obey him? What good will it do us to pray?’” (Job 
21:15, NLT)  
 
“GOD’s Message: “Cursed is the strong one who depends on mere humans, Who thinks he 
can make it on muscle alone and sets GOD aside as dead weight.” (Jeremiah 17:5, The 
Message) 
 

2. PRAYERLESSNESS PREVENTS SUPERNATURAL RESULTS. 
 
“And so he did only a few miracles there because of their unbelief.” (Matthew 13:58, NLT)  
 



3. PRAYERLESSNESS PROMOTES SATAN’S RULE. 
 
““Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift each of you like wheat. But I have pleaded in prayer 
for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. So when you have repented and turned to me 
again, strengthen your brothers.”” (Luke 22:31–32, NLT)  
 

 
THE POWER OF PRAYER 

 
1. PRAYER DEMONSTRATES GOD’S PRESENCE. 

 
“For where two or three gather together as my followers, I am there among them.”” (Matthew 
18:20, NLT)  
 
“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” (Acts 4:31, NIV)  
 

2. PRAYER INVIGORATES GOD’S PEOPLE. 
 
“As soon as I pray, you answer me; you encourage me by giving me strength.” (Psalm 
138:3, NLT) 
 
“I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength 
through his Spirit.” (Ephesians 3:16, NLT) 
 

3. PRAYER ACTIVATES GOD’S PURPOSES. 
 
“When a believing person prays, great things happen.” (James 5:16b, NCV) 
 
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us,” (Ephesians 3:20, NIV)  
 

 
ACTION STEPS 

BLESS Series Prayer Challenge 
HOME class this Wednesday! 

Night of Prayer & Worship 10/21 
Identify Your BLESS Prayer List (See SG Guide) 



 


