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Biblical Theology of Work  |  Part 3 

Work in the Fallen World: 
Problem of Idolatry  

1 Corinthians 7:17-24 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 73:25  Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 
 
Jeremiah 2:13  for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed 
out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.” 
 
1 Corinthians 7:17-24  Only let each person lead the life[a] that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called 
him. This is my rule in all the churches. 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to 
remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision.  
19 For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one 
should remain in the condition in which he was called. 21 Were you a bondservant[b] when called? Do not be concerned 
about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For he who was called in the Lord as a 
bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a bondservant of Christ.  
23 You were bought with a price; do not become bondservants of men. 24 So, brothers,[c] in whatever condition each was 
called, there let him remain with God. 
 
 
 

1. Work is yet to be redeemed by Christ 
 
Genesis 1:28  And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” 
 
 Genesis 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 
 
 
 

2. Who we work for is more important than what we do 
 
Colossians 3:22–24  Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as 
people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 
men,knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 
 
 
 

3. Christ gives us freedom to work for Him 
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