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Sermon Series on the Epistle to the Galatians 

“The Gospel That Gives Life”  |  Part 14 

The Children of God 

Galatians 4:1-7 
 
 
 
Ga 1:15-16   15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to 
reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; 
 
Ga 2:16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have 
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law 
no one will be justified… 
 
Ga 2:19-20   19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me. 
 
Ga 3:2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith?  
 
Ga 3:5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with 
faith—? 
 
Ga 3:24-26  So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that 
faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
 
Ga 4:1-3 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 

but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, 
were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.; 
 
Ga 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
 
Ga 4:6-7 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 
 
 
 

I. The Law – Pathway to Adoption  
 
Ga 4:1-3 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 

but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, 
were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
 
Ga 3:19-20 Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the 
promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary. 20 Now an intermediary implies more 
than one, but God is one.… 
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Ga 3:22-24  But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to 
those who believe. 23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 
revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 
 
Ga 4:1-3 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 

but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, 
were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
 
Ga 4:9-10 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the 
weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? 10 You observe days and 
months and seasons and years! 
   
 
 
 

II. Redemption – the Instrument of Adoption  
 
Ga 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
 
Ga 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
 
Ga 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
 
Ga 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
 
Ga 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
 
Ga 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
 
Ga 4:4-5 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
 
 
 
 

III. The Spirit of Christ — The Witness of Adoption  
 
Ga 4:6   And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
 
Eph 1:13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed 
with the promised Holy Spirit, 
 
Ga 4:6   And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
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Ro 8:15-16  15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption 
as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
 
1 Co 12:3  Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and 
no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 
 
2 Pe 1:4  by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 
 
1 Jn 3:9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, 
because he has been born of God. 
 
 
 
 

IV. Inheritance in Christ — The Result of Adoption 
 
Ga 4:6-7 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 
Phil 2:6-9 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
 
Jer 31:33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  
 
Ps. 16:5-6 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 
 
Lam 3:22-24 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” 
 
Ro 8:31-32  31   What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
 
Ro 8:33-34 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is 
the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
 
Ro 8:35-37 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as 
sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
 
Ro 8:38-39 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
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