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Sermon series on the Book of Isaiah 
“The Gospel in the Old Testament”  |  Part 12 

The Danger of Neglecting the Word of God 
Isaiah 28:1-29 

 
 
 
 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word (Logos), and the Word (Logos) was with God, and the Word (Logos) was God. 
 
Hebrews 1:3: "He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 
word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,” 
 
 
 
 

I. Reasons for Neglecting God’s Word 
 
 

A. Intoxicated by Success 
 
Isaiah 28:1-3 "Ah (Woe), the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and the fading flower of its glorious beauty, which is 
on the head of the rich valley of those overcome with wine! Behold, the Lord has one who is mighty and strong;  like a storm 
of hail, a destroying tempest, like a storm of mighty, overflowing waters, he casts down to the earth with his hand.The proud 
crown of the drunkards of Ephraim will be trodden underfoot;” 
 
Isaiah 28:7-8 These also reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; the priest and the prophet reel with strong drink, they 
are swallowed by[a] wine, they stagger with strong drink, they reel in vision, they stumble in giving judgment. For all tables 
are full of filthy vomit, with no space left. 
 
 
 

B. Pride 
 
Ис 28:7-9 These also reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; the priest and the prophet reel with strong drink, they are 
swallowed by[a] wine, they stagger with strong drink, they reel in vision, they stumble in giving judgment. For all tables are 
full of filthy vomit, with no space left. “To whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he explain the message? Those 
who are weaned from the milk, those taken from the breast? 
 
1 Peter 2:1-2 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for 
the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 
 
Psalm 119:36 Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! 
 
 
 

C. Denigrating God’s Word  
 
Isaiah 28:10 For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept,  line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little. 
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ם׃ ָֽׁ יר ש  ֵ֥ ם זְע  ָׁ֖ יר ש  ֵ֥ ו זְע  ָ֑ ק  ו ל  ַ֣ ו ק  ָׁ֖ ק  ו ל  ֵ֥ ו ק  צ ָ֔ ו ל  ַ֣ ו   צ  צ  ו ל  ַ֤ י צ  ַ֣  כ 
Isaiah 28:10: “tsav-latsav, tsav-latsav…kav-lakav, kav-lakav…zair-sham, zair-sham” 
 
NET Isaiah 28:10 Indeed, they will hear meaningless gibberish, senseless babbling, a syllable here, a syllable there. 
 
Jeremiah 23:28-29 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. 
What has straw in common with wheat? declares the Lord. 29 Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer 
that breaks the rock in pieces? 
 
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
 
John 8:31-32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 
2 Timothy 3:15-17  and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 
work. 
 
1 Peter 1:22-25 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another 
earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the 
living and abiding word of God; 24 for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and 
the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever. ”And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 
 
 
 

C. Blasphemous Self-Confidence 
 
Isaiah 28:14-15 Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers, who rule this people in Jerusalem! Because you have 
said, “We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have an agreement, when the overwhelming whip passes 
through it will not come to us, for we have made lies our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter”; 
 
Isaiah 30:1-3 “Ah, stubborn children,” declares the Lord,“who carry out a plan, but not mine, and who make an 
alliance,[a] but not of my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin; who set out to go down to Egypt, without asking for my 
direction, to take refuge in the protection of Pharaoh and to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt! Therefore shall the 
protection of Pharaoh turn to your shame, and the shelter in the shadow of Egypt to your humiliation. 
 
Isaiah 30:12-13 Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you despise this word    and trust in oppression and 
perverseness and rely on them, therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a breach in a high wall, bulging out and about to 
collapse, whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 
 
Isaiah 28:14-15 Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers,    who rule this people in Jerusalem! Because you have 
said, “We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have an agreement, when the overwhelming whip passes 
through it will not come to us, for we have made lies our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter”; 
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II. Consequences of Neglecting God's Word 
 

A. God’s judgment is inevitable 
 
Isaiah 28:1-2 Ah, the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and the fading flower of its glorious beauty, which is on the 
head of the rich valley of those overcome with wine! Behold, the Lord has one who is mighty and strong; like a storm of hail, 
a destroying tempest, like a storm of mighty, overflowing waters, he casts down to the earth with his hand. 
 
Isaiah 28:3-4 The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim will be trodden underfoot; and the fading flower of its glorious 
beauty, which is on the head of the rich valley, will be like a first-ripe fig[a] before the summer: when someone sees it, he 
swallows it as soon as it is in his hand. 
 
Isaiah 28:7-8 These also reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; the priest and the prophet reel with strong drink, they 
are swallowed by[a] wine, they stagger with strong drink, they reel in vision, they stumble in giving judgment. For all tables 
are full of filthy vomit, with no space left. 
 
Isaiah 28:9-10 “To whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he explain the message? Those who are weaned from 
the milk, those taken from the breast? For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, 
here a little, there a little.” 
 
Isaiah 28:10-11 "For it is: tzav-tzav, tzav-tzav… kav-kav, kav-kav… line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little. 
For by people of strange lips and with a foreign tongue the Lord will speak to this people, 
 
Deuteronomy 28:15 "But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all 
His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake 
you." 
 
Deuteronomy 28:47-50 Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of 
the abundance of all things, 48 therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord will send against you, in hunger and 
thirst, in nakedness, and lacking everything. And he will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you. 49 The 
Lord will bring a nation against you from far away, from the end of the earth, swooping down like the eagle, a nation whose 
language you do not understand, 50 a hard-faced nation who shall not respect the old or show mercy to the young. 
 
Isaiah 28:10-11 "For it is: tzav-tzav, tzav-tzav… kav-kav, kav-kav… line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little. 
For by people of strange lips and with a foreign tongue the Lord will speak to this people, 
 
 
 

B. God's Judgment is Natural 
 
Isaiah 28:13 And the word of the Lord will be to them precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon 
line, here a little, there a little, that they may go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken. 
 
 
 

C. God’s Judgment is Serious 
 
Isaiah 28:14-15 Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers, who rule this people in Jerusalem! Because you have 
said, “We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have an agreement, when the overwhelming whip passes 
through  it will not come to us, for we have made lies our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter”; 
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Isaiah 28:16-17 therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a 
tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: ‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’ And I will make justice 
the line, and righteousness the plumb line; and hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the 
shelter.” 
 
Isaiah 28:18-19 Then your covenant with death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; when the 
overwhelming scourge passes through, you will be beaten down by it. As often as it passes through it will take you; for 
morning by morning it will pass through,    by day and by night; and it will be sheer terror to understand the message. 
 
Isaiah 28:20 For the bed is too short to stretch oneself on, and the covering too narrow to wrap oneself in. 
 
Isaiah 28:21 For the Lord will rise up as on Mount Perazim; as in the Valley of Gibeon he will be roused; to do his deed—
strange is his deed! and to work his work—alien is his work! 
 
Isaiah 28:22-23 Now therefore do not scoff, lest your bonds be made strong; for I have heard a decree of destruction  from 
the Lord God of hosts against the whole land. Give ear, and hear my voice; give attention, and hear my speech. 
 
Isaiah 28:24-26 Does he who plows for sowing plow continually? Does he continually open and harrow his ground? When 
he has leveled its surface, does he not scatter dill, sow cumin, 
and put in wheat in rows and barley in its proper place, and emmer[a] as the border? For he is rightly instructed; his God 
teaches him. 
 
Isaiah 28:27-29 Dill is not threshed with a threshing sledge, nor is a cart wheel rolled over cumin, but dill is beaten out with 
a stick, and cumin with a rod. Does one crush grain for bread? No, he does not thresh it forever; when he drives his cart 
wheel over it  with his horses, he does not crush it. This also comes from the Lord of hosts; he is wonderful in counsel and 
excellent in wisdom. 
 
 
 

 

What is your attitude toward the Word of God? 
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