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The Glory of Christ Series  |  Part 2 

Attaining Glory 
 
 
Psalm 19:1 (ESV) 
1The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
 
Romans 1:21–23 (ESV) 
21For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 
 
Philippians 3:18–19 (ESV) 
18For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their 
end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 
 
The gospel of Jesus Christ is nothing more than a return to true glory. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV) 
6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:4–7 (ESV) 
4and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
5so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 6Yet among the mature we do impart 
wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a 
secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 
 
 
 
 

I. The Glory of Justification 
 
2 Corinthians 3:6–8 (ESV) 
6who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the 
Spirit gives life. 7Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not 
gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 8will not the ministry of the Spirit have even 
more glory? 
 
2 Corinthians 3:9–11 (ESV) 
9For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10Indeed, in 
this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. 11For if what was 
being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory. 
  
Romans 8:29–30 (ESV) 
29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
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Romans 15:7 (ESV) 
7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:22–24 (ESV) 
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:26–29 (ESV) 
26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30–31 (ESV) 
30And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
1 Corinthians 2:7 (ESV) 
7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 
 
 
 
 

II. The glory of sanctification 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV) 
17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
 
 
A. Freedom of the Spirit 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV) 
17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
Luke 18:11–12 (ESV) 
11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 
 
Galatians 5:18 (ESV) 
18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
 
Galatians 5:22–23 (ESV) 
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law. 
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B. Beholding the Glory of the Lord 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV) 
17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
Hebrews 1:1–3 (ESV) 
1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
 
2 Corinthians 4:3–4 (ESV) 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV) 
17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
 

• In Him is our righteousness 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30–31 (ESV) 
30And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
 

• In Him is our worth, our greatness, our glory. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30–31 (ESV) 
30And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
 

• In Him is the fullness of our life 
 
Colossians 2:8–10 (ESV) 
8See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 
elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you 
have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 
 
 

• In Him is our strength 
 
Romans 1:16 (ESV) 
16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek. 
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1 Corinthians 1:18 (ESV) 
18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 
Romans 8:32–34 (ESV) 
32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
 
Romans 8:35–38 (ESV) 
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 
 
Hebrews 12:3 (ESV) 
3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
 
 

• In Him is our example of faith 
 
Hebrews 12:1–2 (ESV) 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God. 
 
1 Peter 2:6–7 (ESV) 
6For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes 
in him will not be put to shame.” 7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 
 
1 Peter 2:21 (ESV) 
21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in 
his steps. 
 
 
 

C. Transformation into the image of Christ 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV) 
17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit. 
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