Sermon Series on the Epistle to the Galatians
“The Gospel That Gives Life” | Part 28

The Gospel:
Authoritative, Justifying
and Liberating

1. The gospel is authoritative. Treasure it!

Romans 1:1 (ESV)
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God...

Philippians 1:1 (ESV)
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi...

1 Thessalonians 1:1 (ESV)
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians ...

Galatians 1:1-2 (ESV)
Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the
dead— and all the brothers who are with me, To the churches of Galatia:

Galatians 1:11-12 (ESV)
For | would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For | did not receive
it from any man, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

Galatians 2:5 (ESV)
... to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.

Galatians 2:11 (ESV)
But when Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.

Galatians 2:14 (ESV) But when | saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas
before them all...

Galatians 1:6-9 (ESV)

| am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different
gospel— not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But
even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be
accursed. As we have said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you
received, let him be accursed.
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2. The gospel is justifying. Believe in it!

Galatians 3:5-14 (ESV)

Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with
faith— just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”? Know then that it is those of faith
who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written,
“Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” Now it is evident that
no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” But the law is not of faith, rather “The one
who does them shall live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree’— so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to
the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.

3. The gospel is liberating. Live by it!

Galatians 5:13-17 (ESV)

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love
serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite
and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will
not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.

Matthew 16:21-23 (ESV)

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things
of man.”

2 Corinthians 12:15 (ESV)
| will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls.
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