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Sermon series on the Book of Isaiah 
“The Gospel in the Old Testament”  |  Part 61 

The Lord Who Gathers Many 
Isaiah 56:1-13 

 
 
 
Is. 56:1 Thus says the LORD: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my salvation will come, and my 
righteousness be revealed.” 
 
Is. 56:2 Blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath, not 
profaning it, and keeps his hand from doing any evil. 
 
Is. 56:10-12 His watchmen are blind; they are all without knowledge; they are all silent dogs; they cannot bark, 
dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber. The dogs have a mighty appetite; they never have enough. But they are 
shepherds who have no understanding; they have all turned to their own way, each to his own gain, one and all. 
“Come,” they say, “let me get wine; let us fill ourselves with strong drink; and tomorrow will be like this day, great 
beyond measure.” 
 
 
 
 
I. The Lord Gathers 
 
Is. 56:8 The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will gather yet others to him besides those 
already gathered.” 
 
Deut. 30:3-4 then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will gather you 
again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. If your outcasts are in the uttermost parts 
of heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there he will take you. 
 
Ps. 147:2-3 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. He heals the brokenhearted and 
binds up their wounds. 
 
Is. 11:1-2 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 
Is. 11:12 He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather the dispersed 
of Judah from the four corners of the earth.  
 
Is. 43:5–7 Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you. 
I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from 
the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made. 
 
Is. 2:2–3 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established 
as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many 
peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD…” 
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Is. 49:6 He says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring 
back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of 
the earth.” 
 
John 10:14-16 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
 
Mat. 18:11 For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 
 
Is. 56:3 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, “The LORD will surely separate me from his 
people”; and let not the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” 
 
Is. 56:6-7 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—
these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer… 
 
Mat. 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. 
 
 
 
 
II. The Lord Gathers People for Worship 
 
is. 56:6-7 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—
these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.  
 
John 4:23-24 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.  
 
 
 
 
III. The Lord Gathers People to Fill Them with Joy 
 
Is. 56:6-7 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—
these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
 
John 15:9-11 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  
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1 John 1:3-4 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship 
with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these 
things so that our joy may be complete.  
 
 

• It is the joy of freedom from the guilt of sin. 
• It is the joy of belonging to God and His family. 
• It is the joy of confidence in God and His love. 
• It is the joy of knowing that our lives are secure in God’s hands. 
• It is the joy of the living hope given to us through Christ. 
• It is the joy of confidence in God’s providence. 
• It is the joy of God’s power and His infinite wisdom. 
• It is the joy of freedom from dependence on people and circumstances. 
• It is the joy of the assurance of salvation in Christ. 
• It is the joy of God’s presence in every circumstance of our life. 
• It is the joy of partnering with God in His great work. 

 
 
 
 
IV. The Lord Gathers People to Make Them Fruitful 
 
Is. 56:3-5 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, “The LORD will surely separate me from 
his people”; and let not the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” For thus says the LORD: “To the eunuchs who 
keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, I will give in my house and 
within my walls a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that 
shall not be cut off. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


