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Deacons of the Church 

Acts 6:1-7 

 
 

Acts 6:1–2 (ESV) 
1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the 
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. [daily diakonia] 
2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the 
word of God to serve tables. [to deacon the tables] 
 
Acts 4:34–35 (ESV) 
34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold  
35 and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
 
 
 

1. Deacons meet specific needs of the people 
 

Acts 6:2–3 (ESV) 
2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the 
word of God to serve tables.  
3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will 
appoint to this duty. 
 
Galatians 5:13 (ESV) 
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another. 
 
1 Peter 4:10 (ESV) 
10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:15 (ESV) 
15 See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone. 
 
1 Timothy 3:10 (ESV) 
10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 
 
“Deacons… are example to the whole flock of the kind of service and sacrifice for others that should be true of all of us in 
the church” (David Mathis, Workers for Your Joy, p. 268) 
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2. Deacons protect and promote church unity  
 

Acts 2:44–46 (ESV) 
44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  
45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  
46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad 
and generous hearts,  
 
Acts 4:32–35 (ESV) 
32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that 
belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common.  
33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all.  
34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought 
the proceeds of what was sold  
35 and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
Ephesians 2:13–18 (ESV) 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility  
15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in 
place of the two, so making peace,  
16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.  
17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.  
18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  
 
Ephesians 4:1–6 (ESV) 
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called,  
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,  
3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—  
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
 
Acts 6:3 (ESV) 
3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom… 

 
 
 
 

3. Deacons encourage and support the ministry of the elders 
 

Acts 1:8 (ESV) 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
Acts 4:19–20 (ESV) 
19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you 
must judge,  
20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 
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Acts 5:19–21 (ESV) 
19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said,  
20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.”  
21 And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. 
 
Acts 5:42 (ESV) 
42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is 
Jesus.  
 
Acts 6:2–4 (ESV) 
2 … It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.  
3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will 
appoint to this duty.  
4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word. 
 
Philippians 1:1 (ESV) 
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and 
deacons: 
 
1 Timothy 3:9 (ESV) 
9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 
 
Acts 6:1 (ESV) 
1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the 
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 
 
Acts 6:7 (ESV) 
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
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